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My political views normally tend to be absent in the pages of Under the Volcano, for two reasons: 
One is that -- for me -- UTV Is solely an underground music mag. | allow columnists and interviewees to 
lexpress political views -- this being a_ collective effort -- but | try to stay away from actively endorsing o 
disagreeing with anyone's politics in print. There are plenty of other pontificating, self-righteous, punker-than-you 
outlets available if that's what you want. Nobody died and made me -- or anyone else -- king, and I'm very aware} 
lof that 

The second reason | stay away from politics is that | am bored by things that are considered “issues” by man 
punks. For instance, | don't care if your record has a barcode on it or not; a barcode is for inventory control in| 
stores, even in mom n’ pops. | also believe in god -- for the record, as a force, rather than as a being -- and think 
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Jack Ball Krog Slop someone is just as entitled to NOT believe in god, or to have a different version of god. People have an opinion, 
Alex Beltaine Myk Amy Soprano hich usually only changes once life teaches a person differently; why waste my energy? 
Shawn Clap Ron Zion Spag However, | think we can all agree that the US government has given corporate interests priority over those o' 
Chris.comm Darren “Hollywood Sport he working class, and there's been a widening gap between the two. November elections are just around the 
Corporate Whore Paltrowitz Keith Thomson corner, and neither of the major candidates has our interest at heart 
Greg Groovy Michael Ramek Wells Tipley If elected, common sense tells me that George W. Bush and Dick Cheney will be puppets of the oil companies; 


Mr. Hymson AI Gore and Joe Liebermann, despite maybe being perceived as the more “caring' ticket by the public, are the 


new faces a corrupt, arrogant administration that's been up for sale. ...ask the Chinese, or campaign donors that 
spent a night in the Lincoln bedroom 
By the way: Any artist that votes for TIPPER GORE'S HUSBAND is either smoking crack or a moron. Doesn't 
anyone remember the Washington Wives and the PMRC? 
So, we're pretty fucked if we're forced to chose between the two major parties, which is why I'm going to vote 
or Nader and the Green Party. Though Nader believes in a salary cap (it should be a percentage, not a set 
dollar amount) he also wishes to make marijuana legal for medical use, to return to an isolationist foreign policy, 
land understands that corporation interests are beating the piss out of the common American. For more info go 
0 www. votenader. org 
Lastly, here in New York we have Long Islander Rick Lazio vs. The Dragon Lady, Hillary Clinton in a race fo! 
Senate. Hillary's hard campaigning for Schumer (and his winning) was just the first step in her evil design to 
become the first female president, and her Senate bid is the second step, mark my words. It's so transparent, 
I'm insulted. Aren't you insulted too? Please stop The Dragon Lady dead in her tracks, and vote Lazio in for 
Senate. You'll be glad you did 
Enough of my shit 
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We'te experimenting a bit here. Under the Volcano is looking for high-quality interviews to publish. We like 
many genres of music, but Punk Rock generally sets our loins on fire. Call or email us first about your 
interview ideas. We'll require hearing the band first of course, and have some simple guidelines (below) 
once you get the go-ahead. Remember, there are no guarantees -- we're kind of dicks about the right “mix” 
of bands for a particular issue, and hafta REALLY like what a band is doing to run a feature 
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DEADLINE FOR #59: NOVEMBER 20, 2000 
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INTERVIEW GUIDELINES 
Please make the interview informative, interesting, and maybe even funny; questions like "What are your 
influences ?" are a NO NO! Allow the band's personality to shine through, and don't forget to mention the 
band's current release. Please follow the general Q&A format within these pages. Do NOT type in all captial 
letters, and please include an introductory paragraph that runsbetween 150-200 words. Interviews are to 
be send by EMAIL ONLY. Cut n’ paste the interview into the body of the email, as we will not accept 
“attached files.” Send tons of band photos and graphics, which will not be returned. Yeah, | know, all these 
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$75.00 $125.00 


ADVERTISING REQUIREMENTS: 


1. Payment must accompany ad 

2 Make all checks payable to Under the Volcano, Inc 
3 Make ads the right size! 
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Use black ink on all art 

All photos should be submitted as 85-line screen veloxes; no 
transparent film or negatives 

6 Don't wait 'til the last minute! 

Press run is a minimum of 7,000 copies 


Call Scott at (617) 623-5319 for further ad info. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS: 


Prices for 6 bi-monthly issues 
USA ‘1st Class $15/Canada and Mexico Air Mail $15 
Airmail to Europe or UK $30/ Overseas Surface Mail $36 
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Send (US Funds) or Money Order made out to Check Payable to 
Vital Music Mail Order (NOT Under the Volcano -- this applies to 
subscriptions only!) or well-concealed cash to: Vital Music Mail 
Order, P.O. Box 210, New York, NY 10276. For the new Vital Music 
catalog, send $1 applicable to first purchase. 


DISTRIBUTORS: 


ANDERSON, JOSEPH BERGER, BORDERS, DESERT MOON 
GET HIP, MANSON NEWS, BUD McSWEENEY, NEWBORN, NEWBURY 
COMICS, NORTH SHORE NEWS, PDC/PCC, TEMPERANCE, TOWER 
UBIQUITY, UNIMAG. VIRGIN MEGASTORES 
















''| want to die peacefully in my sleep, like my grandfather...not likel 
he screaming passengers in his car."-Anonymous 
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I've come up with in ages. My last computer took a 
shit, so | just got this new one free from the 
manufacturer. I'm-days past my deadline and have 
some business to take care of with my ISP. I'ma 
little fly in the bullshit world of high technology; the 
further | step into it, the more | feel like that black 
speck buzzing around the heaping mound of horse 
pucky in the stables! 

|'m also not exactly in the positive state of 
mind to be writing this. | should just be sleeping. 
The world isn't coming to an end anytime soon, and 
that does -- in some twisted sense -- disturb me. It 
would really put me at ease to realize that a grinding 
halt is in the foreseen future, and a lot of misery and 
anguish would simply be settled and finally a 
peaceful state shall be achieved. NO SUCH LUCK. 

No, instead, another all you can eat buffet 
will open in another shopping center. | don't know 
about you, but | noticed the more of those in one 
town that you have, the more fucked up that town is! 
People start devising plans on how to get the 
freshest shrimp and crabs legs and | always hear 
"You never want to go there a half hour before the 
dinner session because they don't put out the 
expensive stuff ‘til after the dinner session." 
Whatever. | don't want to go there period. 
BUFFETS aren't for me, for the same reason | wash 
my hands routinely through out the day. 

Women: | gave my phone number to an 
old college friend. She said call blah, blah, we'll 
hang out, blah, blah, blah. So | did, left a message 
and all that shit and well....no call backs. It's one 
thing to be nice to the UTV mutants, but | don't really 
need anyone to reiterate how sad and pathetic 
things are in my life. | know how much money I'm 
not making, | know how much money | spend for a 
damn near dead telephone. So for a second or two 
these past few weeks, | felt what it must be like to 
have a good day. BUT being the realist that | am, | 
knew one of two things would happen if it were to 
continue: 1). I'd die in a car wreck or be stabbed to 
death or 2). She wouldn't return my call. Fortunately, 
| have some real insight as to how things are in my 
realm and #2 was the right answer! Yee haw, | win 
a box or Rice-A-Roni:! 

| used to try and be positive. | had a whole 
slew of those yoga rolling friends with new and 
liberating philosophies that they'd suggest, and well, 
it's all well and good. Reads nice, looks great on 
paper, but in reality, they just fall to shit. I've done 
everything that a good and honest person would do. 
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This is probably the least relevant column 


Don't lie, cheat, steal.. judge people on their 
character and on their merits. What good is any of 
it, you might ask? What do | have to show for it? 
Excommunication zine is on-line at: 
www.geocities.com/excommunication_punk. You 
can order a print copy for $1 from POB 620, 
Selden, NY 11784. Those into the music | compose 
should check out: www.mp3.com/droog Another site 
that should strike your __ interest is 
www.geocities.com/vorgonmassive. It's got the 
latest info on Droog and all bands related to Vorgon 
Massive. We even put our collective numbskulls 
together and designed www.vorgonmassive.com 
While this might sound like a BS marketing scheme, 
this is the area's truest experimental music 
collective. We don't swap coke in order to improve 
our profile, or suck dick to increase our chances of 
aetting a label deal. 





For my column this issue | have decided 
to do a book review of a great new text on class, just 
out on Cornell University Press. The book Working 
Class Majonty: America's Best Kept Secret by 
Michael Zweig, a SUNY Stonybrook professor of 
economics, is an very readable analysis of class in 
America. Check it out. 

We can call this essential reading for the 
working class. Working Class Majority is the 
excellent text written by Michael Zweig, a Marxist 
and professor of economics, that seeks to bring the 
discussion of class to the fore. "When | talk about 
class, | am talking about power” is the banner that 
one is constantly reminded of. Zwieg outlines who is 
working class, how large it is at present and how it 
influences anything from the way we work to our 
politics. Understanding these issues is vital to 
understanding the purpose of today's globalization 
movement, revitalizing and strengthening the labor 
movement, and radicalizing the left. 

Let's get into what is discussed in WCM. 
Zweig has done an analyisis of the different 
occupations and the power that workers have on the 
job. He comes to the conclusion that 62% of the 
workforce is working class. To follow that up 36+ 
are middle class and less than 2% make up the 
capitalist class. | have heard similar numbers from 
the folks at Z Magazine and Dollars and Sense. This 
in important to grasp not just because the working 
class makes up the majority of the population but 
because this fact is effectively hidden from the 
American people. And Zweig is sure to focus on it. 

This book should come with your union 
card. Class as an issue, as well as class-based 


issues such as welfare reform, must be brought 
back into the fold if the labor movement is going to 
revitalize itself. Zweig spend a considerable amount 
of time dealing with issues such as welfare reform 
and ‘family values’ and how they relate to class. 
Often left out of the ‘family values’ debate are the 
situations that working people are dealing with in our 
new global economy. This moralistic argument 
becomes a smoke screen so that the power 
structure does not have to deal with class. Once 
again class fundamentally changes this debate, and 
Zweig bring its out as a major focus of the refusal of 
Americans to deal with our class differences. 

In dealing with class and government 
Zweig is correct in stating that legislation is always 
class-based. For example, property tax is a 
progressive tax in theory and should impact all 
classes equally, but sales tax is regressive for the 
fact that it impacts on poor people harsher than the 
rich. | completely disagree with Zweig in his 
suggestion of supporting a political party which will 
save working people. Be it the Working Families 
Party or the Labor Party, political parties in their very 
nature are anti-democratic, hierarchal, and reformist. 
Political parties prevent working people from seeing 
the broader concept of domination that forms the 
base the systems such as the state, capitalism, and 
the church. (Admittedly this difference in opinion is 
due to Zweig's Marxism and my anarchism). The 
working class, if it is going to change the power 
relations at work or in society must create 
organizations that create democratic community and 
where they begin to make political, social, and 
economic decisions. (See the Building Community 
article in this issue). 

In Zweig's analysis of class he leaves out, 
as is the Marxist tradition, the role of the middle 
class not in myth but in economic and coordinating 
importance. Its too simplistic to state that it's the 
capitalist class v. the working class. We have seen 
in the 1930's and 60's the important role the middle 
class left has played in selling out the more radical 
elements, while reinforcing their own class positions. 
This is something we see again in the beginning of 
the globalization movement. The middle class plays 
a vital role to the replication and management of 
capitalism. This cannot be ignored in our analysis or 
strategy. Zweig does do quite well in moving beyond 
an old Marxist fault, though, in the understanding 
that class is not just economic power at its base. 
Working people do not have control over basic 
decisions that effect their lives outside the 
workplace, and these aspects of life must be 
democratized as well. 

Working Class Majority is the "People's 
History" of class analysis. Leaving out the high 
falootin' language that so often poisons works such 
as this, he allows it to be accessible to the people 
who really need to understand these issues, namely 
unionists, student activists, and working people 
generally. Becoming conscious of one's own class 
position, power and its relation to other aspects of 
their lives, is a critical starting point for changing the 
social institutions that at present juvenilize, 


disempower, and control the working class. Only 
working people, organized with their own interests in 
mind, can change these relations. Regardless of my 
criticisms, this work is that starting point. For more 
info on WCM see: www.workingclass.sunysb.edu 

Revolutionary newspaper for LI, first 
issue out soon. The Modern Times Collective and 
LI Direct Action Network have just come out with a 
quarterly radical newspaper for the Long Island 
community, called Modern Times. For more info go 
to www.aao.net or send $7-$10 for a year 
subscription, $2 for a sample issue to POB 7152 
Garden City, NY 11530! 
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Election Day 
4 years ago 
Blaine, Kansas 
11:35 am 

| had awoke early that morning, well, as 
early as could be expected of an unemployed drifter. 
The November skies were grey and cold, like steel. 
The small town stood hidden, surrounded by vast 
amber waves of grain. The locals had been up for 
hours, farmers, truckers, machinists, everyday 
hardhats. Good folk. The type of folk that pay back 
car loans. Real people. The kind of people who 
enjoy reruns of Home Improvement. Honest to god 
Americans. 

This is the true heartland of America. You 
could drive a 25 foot long convertible day and night 
in any direction for 48 straight hours and you'd still 
be in America. This is truly the land of no escape. 

| had been out drinking the night before at 
the Royal Lounge, the only bar in town. A paralyzing 
fear suddenly came over me. Just how much had | 
spent on the long night of drink? Was there any left? 
| couldn't bring myself to look into my wallet. 

Besides, there were bigger things to 
worry about. Election Day. The fate of the entire 
planet lay within the balance of votes cast by 
half-wits, simpletons and wrestling fans. Most 
disconcerting. 

| walked over to Floyd's Restaurant, 
Blaine's only eatery. It's a little greasy spoon without 
a menu. But when it comes to getting a hot meal, 
Floyd's is the only game in town. 

In the wallet, $32. Not bad. 

The place was empty aside from Floyd 
and one old guy sitting at the counter, whom | 
recognized as Hank, a local drunk. 

Floyd was as hairy as a man could be. He 
flashed me a quick grin as he wiped a spatula on his 
filthy apron. 

"Hiya, kid," he said. 

“Morning, Floyd. What's the specials?" 

"You got money today, kid?" 

"Yes, | have money," | said. 

"Let me see it." 

"Floyd, it was only that one time." 

"Let me see it." 
| showed him the $32, which seemed to satisfy him. 

"Well, today I've got hamburger and | 


have meatloaf." 

"That's all?" | asked. 

“Hamburger or meatloaf." 

"Floyd, hamburgers and meatloaf are the 
same fucking thing." 

"Perhaps, but the meatloaf comes with 
matzoh ball soup," he said while pointing to a pot of 
murky liquid. 

"| don't even want matzoh ball soup." 

"Yeah, | suppose the American people 
aren't ready for matzoh ball soup," he said to me. 

"| have nothing against matzoh ball soup," 
| told him, “it's just that this matzoh ball soup 
appears to be old and stale.” 

There was a quiet moment in Floyd's 
restaurant. Then Hank slurped down some soup 
through his weather-beaten lips. 

"Well kid, that's your choices." 

"I'll just eat somewhere else." 

"There is nowhere else," he said, "this is 
all you got." 

| went outside and sat on the sidewalk. 
The grey clouds were moving fast and low. Cold rain 
would soon make walking anywhere miserable. 
Hank left the restaurant not long after me. He was 
holding his gut. 

"Have you got shit for 
something," he greeted me. 

"Just not hungry anymore." 

"Here," he said as he handed me a silver 
flask. It had an American flag engraved into the 
design, "A little something to keep your mind off of 
food." 


brains or 


"What is it?" | asked. 

"Just a little railroad gin." 
| wiped of the mouthpiece with my shirtsleeve and 
took a little swig. It tasted like a mixture of 
wheatgrass and turpentine. 

"Urgh! That was god awful." 

"Goes that way sometimes." 

"| suppose it does, Hank." 

"Well, I'm off to elect me a president,” he 
said as he started off. 

"Who are you voting for?" | called out to 
him. 

Hank stopped for a moment and appeared to be 
honestly thinking about the question. He looked at 
his reflection in the silver flask. 

"Don't suppose it matters all that much," 
he said as he walked off to elect himself a president. 

King George I! or Republicrat Gore. What 
a fucking bore. These guys are poor carbon copies 
of one another. The debates, if WV even shows up, 
are going to cause viewers to slip into comas from 
coast to coast. 

Seriously, W vs. Tipper’s sexmate? The 
only way they are going to get me to watch those 
debates is if they are moderated by the Reverend Al 
Sharpton. And | don't mean the ‘three piece suit’ 
Rev, no, I'm talking about the ‘velour jogging suit' 
Rev. 

Say what you will about Nixon and 
Reagan, but those guys really knew how to work a 
crowd. Making grown men cry patriotic tears, at the 
same time, getting their opponents blood to boil. 
They were serious political heavyweights. W and 
Gore aren't fit to be waterboys in the league that 
those giants played in. 

Live from 1600 Pennsylvania Ave. it's: 
AMATEUR NIGHT 
AT THE OVAL OFFICE 

Is this the best that this country can 

produce? If so, it's a fucking disgrace. These nitwits 


make Ralph Nader look like a decent presidential 
candidate. Most people with a post-8th grade 
reading level seem to support Mr. Nader, but let's 
face it, he wrote "Unsafe At Any Speed" back in 
1965 and has done very little since, outside of 
promoting himself. 

| have a message on my answering 
machine from one of Mr. Nader's cronies, looking for 
$1000 so | could rub elbows with Old Ralphie Boy at 
the University of Southampton. Now, he claims to be 
for working people and the down-trodden, yet, his 
local Long Island appearance takes place in the 
secluded millionaire's playground that is the 
Hamptons? Who does he think he's fooling? Not 
me. 

| will vote for Nader anyway, but only in 
protest. | will also vote for Hillary Clinton for New 
York Senate, only because it is apparent that Rick 
Lazio has some sort of learning disability. And with 
half-wits, simpletons and wrestling fans being 
permitted to vote, | guess he has a decent shot. 

It's gotten to the point, where | feel we 
should ditch this whole electoral college tomfoolery 
and grant ourselves the luxury of being ruled 
elegantly by a wise philosopher king, like the 
Romans had with Marcus Aurelius. 

Perhaps one of his contemporaries, such 
as historian James Burke or Nobel Laureate Jody 
Williams. Author and honorary president of the 
American Humanist Association, Kurt Vonnegut Jr. 
would make a fine philosopher king, as would 
demented filmmaker John Waters. 

| would give absolute and complete 
control to any of those people, rather than taking a 
stab in the dark with any of the weasels running for 
the Big Prize this go around. No matter who wins, 
we lose. | just makes me sick to my fucking 
stomach. 

Back in Kansas it had started to rain. | 
saw hank outside the First Methodist Church of 
Blaine, which was also the town's voting place. The 
mixture of rancid soup and railroad gin had obviously 
done a number on him. He was on his knees, 
vomiting into the cold, wet ground. Above him was a 
banner, tied between two leafless trees. This is what 
the banner said: 


VOTE TODAY 
| kneeled down besides the vomiting wino 
and patted him on the shoulder. 
"| know what you mean," | told him, "I 
know what you mean.” 





Well, it seems that MP3.com might be 
done at the time | am writing this, MP3.com has 
been fined a tremendous amount that would put 
them out of business. RIAA lawsuit vs. Napster will 
be coming back into court, but this time they are 
fighting back with closing arguments claiming that 
“the recording industry has bullied technology 
companies and that a federal judge reinterpreted the 
law.” We can only hope that Napster can stay alive 
during and after this ordeal. This is only the door 
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opener to the future of online music, and if Napster 
folds there will be other formats of the same idea, 
but will not be centralized such as Napster's 
model, ie Gnuttella. 

I've mentioned this site before, but it has 
changed since I've last time, 
www.theexperiment.com is a well done page 
featuring news in four subjects, technology, nation, 
international, and commentary. These pages are 
taken from many news sources that the these 
webmasters feel fitting. This site is done by 
m_ ibers of the band Physics, and utilizes PHP 
pi samming (which is a few years old, but hasn't 
caught on yet {check out www.php3.com if your 
interested). Don't know who to vote for? Do you 
think the two party political system is sphincterific? 
Well then go to www.votenader.com and see what 
Ralphie boy has to say. 

| personally don't like the fact that both 
Gore and Bush are spending over 200 million 
dollars to campaign, as well as the fact that they 
are both sons of politicians. That irks me. 

Interested in reading an article on the 
is, Ce (Out loans ef 7 ETON 
http://members.nbci.com/ccadp/serialpresident.ht 
m. The polls are currently saying that Gore will win, 
and that is also scary, but he is the lesser of two 
evils unless a third party can bust into the scene. 

If you're interested in politics of some 
other sort, check out The KillfileDungeon @ 
http:/Awww.dannyland.org/~daemons. This page is 
a little outdated, but it is pretty funny how it 
cronicles the banishment of Usenet criminals from 
the Usenet Newsgroups. 

On another note, | found a great site for 
online CD purchases: www.cdquest.com has some 
decent prices, but | have yet to buy from them, but 
| did find the Hot Snakes CD for $8.99. 

I'd like to congratulate Two-Man on 
getting signed to Go-Kart Records. Check out both 
their websites at 
http://www.two-man-advantage.com and 
http:/Avww.gokartrecords.com. Maybe Jeff, who is 
taking an active role as the Two Man webmaster, 
will be so kind and put up a link to my old Pacifier 
page considering 5/8 of the band (counting the full 
team) had been either in Pacifier or in the other 
band mentioned on the page. 

Speaking of other bands, what the hell 
happened to http://www.philasheo.com Cya later. 


| guess | should finally write a music 
column. This is a music magazine chiefly, anyway. 
Can you detect the resignation in my voice? This 
column is almost 10 days past deadline. I'm not 
sure if Rich can even print it. | wouldn't blame him 
if he didn't. We had all received electronically 
expressed written directives to have everything in 
by the 5th. Here it is the 14th and | am just sitting 
down in front of my Brother Word Processor, 


6 






which now approaches age 11. It was an 
heirloom, a leftover from a bygone era of 
technology and also an artifact in a transaction 
from one divorcing partner to another. The keys 
are filthy, layers of dust line the edges of the 
monitor and dust bunnies can be seen through 
the no longer transparent plastic shell. | wonder 
if the dust of my former selves has settled in this 
machine and somehow contribute to the sense of 
nostalgia that pervades my personality. (Notice 
I'm not writing about music. Not yet, anyway.) It's 
just that | wonder what I've brought with me 
along the way. Is not personality just a 
conglomeration of programs, imprintings, and 
experiences? Or is there an organic, "prime 
program" in place at birth which more or less 
follows a deterministic model? (You're beginning 
to tell that | really had nothing to write about this 
time, huh?) | confess, my procrastination has 
landed me here, in a state of non-attachment. | 
don't feel very connected right now, but rather 
quite passive. I've had this feeling for a couple of 
days now, and it spells doom for the creative 
impulses. (I'm glad it's happening now, actually, 
and not this past weekend which was spent in 
the studio with Phil A. Sheo and The Goods, 
recording -- Aha! There it is! | mentioned music!) 
I've been simply observing -- not enjoying, 
not-not enjoying, the regularity of my life. | ride 
the train to and from work each day. | have lunch 
in Bryant Park each day. | answer the same 
phone calls each day. Surprisingly, | don't hate 
this. Perhaps in time | will. And then it will be 
time to determine a new course. 

But speaking of music, if | wasn't 
playing it, things would get dry pretty quickly | 
imagine. Things are going rather well in the 
creativity department, although you wouldn't 
know it to read this anemic, listless, exhausted, 
tiresome, blase, humdrum, boring, tedious and 
weak offering. | can apologize to the reader and 
promise to make it up next time. If anybody does 
read this column, | suppose they must feel a little 
disappointed. Well, | can empathize. | am him 
and he is me, and boy did he let us down. The 
dunce cap is going on. Really, I'm placing a 
papier-mache colorful and pointed hat on as we 
speak. In fact, | am naked at this typewriter 
wearing nothing but a_ pointed, highway 
construction yellow papier-mache dunce cap. 
(Now there's a comic image with some 
redemptive value to it.) 

So anyway, like | was saying about 
music, | just finished reading a Dutchman's 
account of the time he spent at a Buddhist 
retreat in the rural US in the early 70's. He was 
a serious student of Zen, meditating sometimes 
12 hours a day and working and living simply on 
the sprawling tracts of land. Clearly he was 
striving for the most Buddhistic of 
ideals--(although Buddhists should not have 
ideals, or not-not have ideals) --non-attachment. 
He came closer to nothing, although the notion of 
"closer" to a Buddhist is well, you know. Anyway, 
| guess a little of his non-attachment has rubbed 
off on me. | can live with it. There is none of the 
requisite volatile emotional reactions to stress, or 
the nauseous obsessions over relationships with 
others. And sometimes the wind blows through 
my hair. 


By the way, the last Gluecifer EP 
released on SubPop kicks ass, Bedhead helps 
me relax, the Avail/Leatherface/Dillinger Four 
show at the Wetlands was the best show I've 
seen in a while, and the last Guided By Voices 
record makes me want to dance, just recently. 


Bainh Ohemsca 





A CHARACTER STUDY. 

Oh, I've been a good citizen lately! I've been an 
active member of society! I've been keeping 
myself informed. I've been reading the 
newspaper almost everyday, sometimes picking 
up both The News and The Times in the same 
day. Going so far as to compare their journalistic 
styles so that | may better judge my sources of 
information, therefore developing an even more 
educated opinion. I've seen most of the important 
debates, and the ones I've missed I've caught up 
with on the late news. I've been keeping an eye 
on the C-SPAN coverage of the smaller political 
parties. I've been trying not to miss Politically 
Incorrect with Bill Maher! I've even gone so far 
as to take an interest in the nature of conflict 
itself, sitting through a painfully stagnant debate 
between Israeli and Palestinian leaders on The 
Charlie Rose Show. And all this, all this interest 
and energy, all so that | may be responsible and 
vote for the candidates whom | deem to be best 
suited for the honor of representing me in 
government. All this so that | may be better 
educated in choosing a candidate based their 
agenda for their potential term and, most 
importantly, based on their character. 

Character is the central and seemingly only 
issue the New York Senatorial race. Hillary 
Clinton's character will always be questioned. 
She is married to Big Bubba, who's character 
was questioned by an impeachment committee, 
and we can further question her on a more 
personal level if we deduct that we may have 
been saved the international embarrassment of 
that fiasco had Hillary not been neglecting her 
wifely duties. 

Lazio. I've heard newscasters call him Rick 
"LAHzio". Yes, they did pass the speech classes 
at broadcast journalism school, but that is 
incorrect. Trust me. | grew up in Suffolk County, 
LI. The very county in which our potential 
representative hails from. I've personalized my 
perception of him by imagining who he would 
have been in my high school experience: 
"EhLAAziO!" | can hear it coming from across 
the field as a soccer ball bounces his way, 
followed by three or four of his galloping buddies 
in team jerseys, each of them punching his arm 
or giving him a head noogie as they pass and 
joke about the weekend's party. He would have 
been the affable guy. He would have had many 


friends in small circles. | would have called 
him Lazio, like everyone else. | wouldn't have 
known him well enough to call him Rick, nor 
do | imagine, that | could now call him mister 
because he certainly doesn't command that 
respect. The image | have formed of Rick 
Lazio is that of an affable human being, with 
generally good intentions, but who would be 
insignificant. | don't see him as having any 
kind of an impact on government or, much 
less, society. He is nothing. He represents 
nothingness. So then maybe he represents 
most of the human race? 

As I've become more informed, it's become 
increasingly disheartening to see my 
misanthropic stereotypes so vividly. Politics is 
not about character. That's obvious. It's not 
about issues. We all have, essentially, the 
same issues: Take care of our children, keep 
me safe from invasion and cut taxes. It's all 
about money! Yet, another naivite washed 
away by age and experience. It is money that 
makes the world go ‘round, not love. Politics 
is all about the distribution of wealth, 
whomever has the power raises and allocates 
money for projects lobbied by their 
supporters. If you're on the right team, some 
of that money may come your way. And, 
although she's an iced bitch dyke, Lady Hillary 
is much more experienced and adept dealing 
with the big shots. She would be the 
representative more able to carry out their 
proposed agenda. A less experienced Lazio 
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often has a cute "deer in the headlights” 
expression in his eyes, but most often, a deer 
realizes that expression only once...Just 
before they're struck down. 
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It has been sometime since | have 
written something other than a review. I've 
had total writer's block when it comes time to 
put an article in, but when | look at it, | usually 
put most of my worthwhile commentary on 
anything into my reviews. After all, most of my 
life is somehow spent with music. | see way 
too many shows, | work in the business, | do 
the 2 Man Advantage thing, and | write for 
Under the Volcano. | have also started to 
write for Rich Black's other literary 
undertaking, Horror Garage. | have probably 
written more words for these magazines than 
| did all throughout college. It is an obsession 
that | don't forsee giving up anytime in the 
near future. | don't feel like I've been doing 
this all that long, especially considering how 
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SQUIRRELS FROM HELL 


“THE SOUND AND THE FURRY” 


8 new tracks including “Summer Boy”, 
Baby”, and “After the Horrible Event’. 


| came along. Which, | guess is going to be 
my point eventually. The dedication of our 
esteemed editor and chief. | (as do all the 
other writers, I'm sure) push my deadlines 
farther and farther back. | often forget to spell 
check and | never have my stuff alphabetized. 
Despite all the writers short comings, Rich still 
gets this rag out every two months. There are 
reviews, ads, interviews and the occasional 
odd feature. 

He has also put together the 
aforementioned Horror Garage magazine. It 
contains horror movies, chicks, Rock n' Roll, 
and origianal dark fiction by some of the 
biggest names in the business. It is a showing 
of pure human determination that all of this 
comes together. | feel like such a heel at times 
like these when | can't come up with enough 
free thought to fill a paragraph, and yet our 
esteemed leader will spend three nights 
straight without sleep to get an entire 
magazine finished on time. I'm sure that 
somewhere along the line, one or more of the 
writers have expressed their thanks and 
admiration for Mr. Black and what he does. It 
takes moments like these for me to realize 
just how much work he puts in. For that | 
would like to thank him and show my eternal 
admiration for his hard work. My hopes in all 
this is that | can find the same dedication in 
helping him do this, even if it is as little as 
writing a stupid op-ed every other month. 
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Hear samples of Squirrels From Hell’s latest 
audio attack at www.hellsville.com. 

See them Ost 24 Bem at CBGBE 

Order the CD online or send a check for $5, 
made out to William Duggan, to Squirrels From 
Hell, Box 123, Hellsville, NY 11802. 












AFI have been wreaking havoc since the 
early ‘90s. They are the true definition of 
East Bay Hardcore. The evolution of the 
band has been quite spectacular, going 
from Skate Punk heros to goth-influenced 
Hardcore/Metal/Punk gods. AFI is a force 
to be reckoned with and their new album, 
The Art of Drowning, is living proof. | had 
a chance to ponder a few things with 
guitarist Jade Puget. Make sure you pick 
up the new disc and catch AFI on tour with 
Rancid this fall.-Chris 





Under the Volcano: Did you always call 
yourselves AFI, or were you known as A 
Fire Inside back in the old days? 

Jade Puget: The band has always been 
known as AFI, but the initials have stood for 
other names, such as Asking For It. As of 
now, it officially stands for A Fire Inside. 
UTV: Your sound has changed over the 
years since you started, going from a more 
Punk sound to a more original blend of 
Punk, Hardcore, Goth and Metal. Was this 
change predestined, or was it just an 
evolving process? 

Jade Puget: AFI has always been a band 


that has evolved with each release. It's a 
combination of changing musical tastes, 
addition of different songwriters, as well as 
going from high school kids to being in your 
20s. We don't want to make the same 
record over; it's boring for us, and it's boring 
for the people who listen to us. We could 
have made Black Sails In the Sunset Part Il, 
but that would have been the easy way out. 
It's more challenging to try and make a 
record that sounds new and yet is still AFI. 
Evolution is the key as far as keeping your 
sound fresh and making interesting music. 
UTV: The new album is called The Art of 
Drowning. Has anyone in the band had an 
"encounter" with the high seas? 

Jade Puget: Actually, we had an encounter 
with the sea about a month ago when we 
were taking promo pictures for the new 
album. We were down in Huntington Beach 
and the photographer wanted us to go stand 
in the ocean all dressed in black. We 
weren't too into the idea, but it was the end 
of the day, so we said, "What the hell?" 
Anyway, we were out standing in the surf 
fully clothed, with all these surfer-types 
staring at us, trying to be serious with these 
crappy waves crashing over our backs and 
almost knocking us down. We got wet, cold, 
and sandy and didn't even end up using any 
of pictures. UTV: All your records have very 
eye-catching artwork; how meticulous are 
you about your CD art? 

Jade Puget: For the last two albums, we've 
had a pretty good idea of what we wanted, 
which we then relayed to Alan Forbes, who's 
amazing and does a great job. We'll usually 
go through a couple of sketches, making 





changes here and there, before we arrive on 
the final art. For the Al/ Hallows EP, we just 
asked him to come up with a Halloween 
scene, and it turned out awesome. 

UTV: The Offspring covered "Totalimmortal" 
for a movie soundtrack, which resulted in 
the song getting heavy airplay. On one 
hand, you probably wish it was your 
version, but on the other hand, you're 
probably thankful for the exposure. Your 
thoughts? 

Jade Puget: I'm sure there were plenty of 
people out there who didn't know it was us 
and thought it was an Offspring song, but 
amazingly enough, a lot of DJs actually had 
their information straight and gave us credit 
-- especially the guys at Live105 here in the 
Bay Area and KROQ down south. 

UTV: How did the cover come about? 
Because it's your song, are you seeing 
royalties from the Offspring's version? Have 
you been able to buy a new van for the 
band because of it? 

Jade Puget: Dexter came to us and said he 
really liked the song and wanted to cover it, 
and we said "Cool." They gave us the 
money from it, but that soundtrack didn't 
end up doing too well, so it's not like we got 
rich off of it 

UTV: It seems that lately, some punk and 
hardcore bands have been incorporating a 
horror element into their music, or a 
flaunting their taste for things gothic music; 





is this a trend coming, or something we're 
just starting to notice? 

Jade Puget: That kind of thing has been 
going on in the Punk Rock scene for years, 
with such bands as the Cramps, the 
Damned, and of course the Misfits, as well 
as earlier Death Rock bands. | don't think 
it's really a trend yet, at least | hope it's not, 
but it's true that more bands are 
incorporating that styleinto their music and 
appearance. 

UTV: How did Davey wind up singing on 
The Nerve Agents' latest CD? 

Jade Puget: Well, they're good friends of 
ours: they asked him to do it, and he was 
stoked. 

UTV: What made you guys decide to cover 
Guns N' Roses' "My Michelle" for the Punk 
Goes Metal compilation on Fearless? 
Jade Puget: We all wanted to cover 
different stuff. | wanted to do a Slayer or 
Gn'R song, but nobody else really knows 
Slayer in the band and we happened to 
know "My Michelle’ somewhat so we said 
"Fuck it." We were really busy at that time 
trying to record AOD, so we didn't have time 
to learn a song from scratch. When we 
recorded "My Michelle," we had never 
played it before. 

UTV: How did you guys hook up with 
Adeline Records for the A Fire Inside EP? 
Jade Puget: Jim Thiebaud, a good friend of 
the band, asked AFI to do an EP for the 
eases : 


label, and that was basically it. ; 
UTV: Does Nitro allow you to do releases 
on other labels, or was it a one-off? 

Jade Puget: Nitro is really cool about stuff 
like that. I'm sure if we really wanted to do 
another EP somewhere else they would let 
us, but we don't have any real reason to do 
that when we can put it out on Nitro, and 
know that it's going to be handled well. 
UTV: If you could do a split 7" or CD with 
any band who would it be? 

Jade Puget: Hmm, how about Michael 
Jackson? If it can be anybody, why not 
shoot for the stars? 

UTV: What three bands do you think need 
to be heard by the underground masses that 
aren't getting the attention they deserve at 
the present time? 

Jade Puget: People ought to know about 
Tiger Army, the Nerve Agents, and Hot 
Water Music, although | doubt these bands 
really need any help since they're great on 
their own and |'m sure everyone will know 
about them soon enough. 

UTV: Do you ever see AFI being played on 
commercial radio and appearing on Total 
Request Live in the years to come? 

Jade Puget: Those aren't the kind of things 
we're planning on or striving towards, so 
who knows? If we were ever on TRL, there 
would be like three people standing down on 
the street cheering. © 
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The Casualties are a ferocious Hardcore Punk 
band from the New Jersey area that have been 
kicking around for about 10 years. | talked to 
guitarist Jake Kolatis about liberty spikes, 
running his own label, and experimenting with 
saki. The Casualties latest, on Punk Core, is 
titted Stay Out Of Order.-Rich 





Under the Volcano: You've been in the band 
since '94? 

Jake Kolatis: ‘93... 

UTV: You weren't on the first record... 

Jake Kolatis: No, but the first record came out 
when | was in the band. The band had the EPs 
sitting in their apartment, and | knew a printer. | 
was like, "Why dont you let me do the covers?" So 
the drummer drew the cover and | had 'em printed. 
So, the single kinda came out while | was in the 
band, but | wasn't on it. 

UTV: The single wasn't on Charged, right? 

Jake Kolatis: Nah, the single was on the band's 
own label, Glue Records or something... 

UTV: At first you didn't realize you were getting 
into a band full-time, right? 

Jake Kolatis: Right, | didn't really know that the 
band was touring anywhere. | was in my 
sophomore year in high school. | was 15-16 years 
old, and | went and saw the band even before | 
was in it. | talked to them at ABC No Rio a couple 
of times, and then one day Jorge [vocals] said he 
needed a guitarist, and | joined the band. 

UTV: You guys have mohawks and whatnot, but 
you don't consider yourself "squatter" punks... 
Jake Kolatis: We're "Street Punk" as in a sound, 
not as in like, living in a cardboard box. And we 
don't like kids that spare change. We think that's 
stupid. 

UTV: Oh yeah...does the whole band live at your 
house or something, or is that just like Casualty 
headquarters? 

Jake Kolatis: | just live here. Everybody kinda 
lives separately, y'know? We don't like each other 
enough to live together. 

UTV: When you say that...do you not get along 
sometimes, living in such close quarters on the 
road so much? 

Jake Kolatis: Yeah, | think that we're better as a 
band that we don't live together. We all have 
different personalties, and everybody has their 
girlfriends at times...| think we're just happier to see 
each other when we don't live together. 

UTV: How important is Punk Rock in the year 
2000? 

Jake Kolatis: | think it's very important. | 
dunno...{laughs]... 

UTV: What's worth fighting for? Why do you live 
the way you do? 

Jake Kolatis: The Casualties sing about the street 
life, just everyday life, things that affect us -- kinda 
like Sham 69 did. We don't really sing about 
politics too much because | don't think it's genuine. 
| don't think that bands that tell people how to live, 
and say, "Oh, you should be at this protest and 
that protest," it's not genuine, because in two years 
they're gone anyway. 

UTV: You're not up on world politics, right? 

Jake Kolatis: Right. And | don't think | should sing 
about what | don't know about. 

UTV: How much do you think your so-called 
"image" effects your fanbase? 

Jake Kolatis: | think it does a little bit, I'll be 
honest, because | know we look a certain way. I'd 
like to think -- and | know this doesn't work for 
everyday -- that kids pick up records and see us as 
being like them, think, "oh, this might be good" 
because they can relate to it. Also, people that buy 
records are gonna kind of know what they're 
getting into. 

UTV: Dave from Punk Core has mentioned that in 





the early days of the band, the scene you were 
involved with was really small... 

Jake Kolatis: Yeah the [New York/New Jersey] 
scene was really small, which is kinda why we 


were against crusties and stuff. The Jersey scene 
was non-existent, and it was only like a couple of 
people involved in New York. It was usually just the 
same three bands seeing the same three bands... 
UTV: What were the other bands? 

Jake Kolatis: Public Nuisance, the Denied, 86'd, 
stuff like that. 

UTV: You played primarily at ABC No Rio at that 
time, right? 

Jake Kolatis: Yeah, ABC No Rio mostly. That 
was before Coney Island High opened. 

UTV: Dave at Punk Core put out The Early Years, 


which was a bunch of demo tracks, and rare stuff. 
That kind of catapulted the band to another level in 
some ways, wouldn't you say? 

Jake Kolatis: Yeah, so people realized how long 


we were around. It kinda added five years to the 
band, so people were like, "Oh, this is not a five 
year band, it's a 10 year band!" It's really raw, but 
most bands start out that way. 

UTV: You guys can go on US tours for two months 
at a time, right? 

Jake Kolatis: Out of the year, | guess we tour 
about four months. Our first tour was in '94, and it 
went really bad. It was with The Varukers for a 
week and a half. We did like seven shows. We did 
it, but we really started in '96. 

UTV: You've been to England like seven times? 
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Jake Kolatis: We've been to Europe at least five 
times, Europe twice, and Japan once, been up to 
Canada once or twice. But, we've been across the 
US countless times. | think to California and back 
-- the big oval -- something like four of 'em, now? 
UTV: What struck you most different -- culturally -- 
about Japan? 

Jake Kolatis: The tables in restaurants. It's like 
you're sitting on the floor, but your legs go into the 
floor. It's like a coffee table with a big hole 
underneath for your legs. It's hard with 14 eye-hole 
boots, ‘cause you hafta take 'em off before you go 
in every place. It's a pain in the ass. | didn't like the 
squid, | liked the beer...saki, I'm still undecided 
about saki. 

UTV: Did you really try saki? 

Jake Kolatis: Yeah, | got ripped on it, so that's 
why | dont know if | like it any more. The first night 
| was in Japan, | remember waking up on a pillow 
covered in puke 

UTV: That was the saki night? 

Jake Kolatis: Yeah [laughs], | don't know if | can 
even smell it again! 

UTV: Do people in Japan seem more open to 
different types of art and music? 

Jake Kolatis: Yeah, everything in Japan is really 
compact -- take all your personal space and cut 
that into a third -- and they're truly work-oriented 
there, so it's hard for the punks over there 

UTV: |'m sure there were punks coming to see 
you, but were there mainly people in school 
uniforms and shit? 

Jake Kolatis: No no no...it was mostly punks, but 
there was one time we were walking down the 
street and there was a bunch of school girls that 
were kinda like, "Wow, you're The Casualties -- we 
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see you in magazines and stuff!" We didn't know 
how big we were over there; it was sorta like we 
were pop stars. It was flattering, to say the least. It 
feels good to be appreciated, I'll just say that. | 
don't want people to kiss my ass, but | like to be 
appreciated for what | do. 

UTV: You do T-shirts on the side.. 

Jake Kolatis: Yeah, like | was talking to Roger 
and Vinny of Agnostic Front, and they even say 
they can't live off of just that, so what makes 
anybody think we can? We all kinda do our own 
little things on the side. Jorge does a website 
where he makes some money, | do all kinds of T- 
shirts, | wholesale to stores, | do Charged Records, 
and Meggars and Rick are kinda like 
bums...[laughs] living the easy life, which is okay 
too! I'm kinda jokin’ there... 

UTV: On Charged you've put out The Virus, 
Antidote, Endless Struggle. 

Jake Kolatis: It started in '98. 

UTV: With a co-release with Punk Core for 
Underground Army.. 

Jake Kolatis: Dave Punk Core helped me along, 
showed me the ropes...a lot of props to him 

UTV: When you do the compilations like Punx 
Unite, how do you know the bands? 

Jake Kolatis: Usually from meeting them on the 
road and seeing what bands are out there. | kind of 
wanted to emulate the Punk and Disorderly 
comps, so the first one | did is all American bands, 
and the second one is international. 

UTV: Is there a third planned? 

Jake Kolatis: There's gonna be a third one 
coming up, but I'm not working on that one yet 
When that comes out it's gonna be the last, the 
third and final. Comps are a pain in the ass, but if 
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| do a comp after these I'll be using a different 
name for it. Punx Unite is just gonna be a three- 
part series; | don't like comps that are "volume 70 
whatever" y'know? We're not buying pornos here. 
UTV: A lot of the bands on the comps kinda know 
each other right? It's from a certain circle? 

Jake Kolatis: Yeah, but not always. Comps are 
good when there's that one band that just has a 
single out, then they just break up -- they do that 
one song that's really good, so you put that on 
there. But the bands | put full-lengths out for, they 
have to be really doing things, like going out on the 
road. It's bands | think look good, sound good, and 
really care about what they're doing, to the point 
where they'll quit their shitty little jobs and risk 
everything to go out on the road. | like that -- | think 
everybody should experience it, because it's so 
good! 

UTV: Oh yeah; last time you were on tour, your 
mom was running Charged for you... 

Jake Kolatis: Yeah, she took some phone calls, 
she helped out. 

UTV: She's proud of you, isn't she Jake? 

Jake Kolatis: She's supportive, because she sees 
I'm not just sitting on my ass. School didn't work 
out for me, but she sees I'm working hard at 
something. 

UTV: When you say "school," do you mean high 
school? 

Jake Kolatis: | graduated high school, but college 
didn't work out for me. | went for a year, but it just 
wasn't happening. 

UTV: What did you go for? 

Jake Kolatis: | took graphic arts. It was alright for 
a year, but | wasn't happy and the band started to 
take off, so | decided to do that instead. 
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UTV: You've gotta be kind of addicted to the road... 
Jake Kolatis: Yeah, ‘cause there's this whole big 
world out there to see! 

UTV: What are some of the things that you like 
being out on the road? 

Jake Kolatis: Kinda living the night life every 
night...it's always parties and things, just a cool 
atmosphere. | love playing live; there's nothing like 
100-600 kids just totally into your music. 

UTV: You guys played Holidays In the Sun last 
year, right? 

Jake Kolatis: Yeah, in Berlin. That was the 
biggest crowd we ever played to -- it was like 2000- 
3000 people 

UTV: A lot of your songs are about beer, but also, 
in a lot of your songs, | see a lot of distrust...| take 
it you've run across some assholes? 

Jake Kolatis: The punk scene is just society 
magnified. You'll always have your assholes, like 
people that fuck up clubs. Whereas we see clubs 
as an opportunity -- a place to play -- some kids 
don't feel any of the consequence of smashing up 
those clubs. We depend on those clubs to be 
open, so we can play. 

UTV: Have you guys taken any shit from really PC 
punks for not being politically minded in a worldly 
sense? Like, maybe they're not into the band 
because of that? 

Jake Kolatis: Yeah, but there's times 10 that 
amount that are into us because we're not political 
in that sense. | don't think it's genuine saying shit 
when they're just gonna be gone in two years. 
They just kind of make a stink in the scene to get 
a name for themselves, and then they're just gone 
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anyway. | don't believe in saying shit you don't 
mean. 

UTV: Do you guys keep in touch with the former 
members of the band? 

Jake Kolatis: Hardly at all. A lot of them stopped 
being punks. We don't see them at shows, we 
dont see them at parties...they're just not where we 
are. 

UTV: Is that something that comes with age, do 
you think? 

Jake Kolatis: It could be a little bit. The main 
reason that certain members aren't in the band is 
attitude, and dedication; they stopped seeing the 
band as important 

UTV: So it was just time to go...Punk Core is re- 
releasing For the Punx, and Underground Army 
on picture disc; | know Dave really looks out for 
you guys... 

Jake Kolatis: Dave has been everything we've 
expected and more. He's really supportive of the 
band. He's done all our records, he's done 
excellent packaging. Everything he's done for the 
band has been excellent. 

UTV: How do you feel about going to a label like 
Epitaph? Would you do a video for MTV? 

Jake Kolatis: | don't think an MTV video would be 
good for The Casualties. | see nothing wrong with 
commercializing Punk, and having bands sell more 
records and play bigger shows, but The Casualties 
are a street band. | don't think it would go over well. 
UTV: You've described the band as Hardcore 
Punk, but some of your songs are pretty damn 
catchy. 

Jake Kolatis: Yeah, there's some Oi! and we like 
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sing-a-long choruses... 

UTV: | mean, you're not Blink 182, but as far as a 
video, do you think you're "look" might make you 
less accessible? 

Jake Kolatis: It's just the tackiness that bothers 
me. We could make a cool as shit video, but the 
fact the afterwards they'd be showing Miss Beach 
Party 2000 or something doesn't work. |'d rather do 
a video for VH1, because it's about the music, not 
some chick with big tits and no brain getting 
toothpaste put on her face on something...It's just 
tacky, that shit's just tacky [laughs] | like seein’ it, 
but it's cheesy. VH1, they do punk specials and 
cool shit like that. 

UTV: So basically, you wouldn't participate in The 
Real World... 

Jake Kolatis: Nah...| think they just pick up 
people with extreme emotional disorders, throw 'em 
into one room and shake it up. It's like if you put a 
snake, a mouse, and a hyena into a box to see 
what happens. 

UTV: You've said in the past that you don't like 
having your balls busted by people that think 
punks shouldn't make a living off of their music... 

Jake Kolatis: Yeah, everybody should ease up on 
the whole "making money" thing. If there wasn't a 
little of that -- people putting out records, even 
making a little bit of a profit -- the scene would be 
dead. If you can make a living off of what you like, 
why not? That's pretty much that. © 
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Hydra Head is an east coast record label 
that puts out some of the most brutal and 
original music in the Hardcore/Metal scene. 
Their releases always have outstanding 
production and elaborate packaging; you 
can just tell that every penny the label 
makes is put right back into the records 
they are releasing. The biggst compliment 
| can give to Hydra Head is to quote Matt 
Jacobson, owner of Relapse Records. | 
interviewed Matt a couple of years ago for 
UTV. | asked him if there were any 
upcoming underground labels that he 
thought could become a Relapse or a 
Victory, and he thought that the newest 
label to rise to the next level would be 
Hydra Head. If you knew Matt as | do, you 
would understand how much that statement 
meant. He hates every label other than his 
own...LOL...sorry buddy, but it is true. So 
read on, and give support to a label that is 
obviously,"keepin it real"...god | hate that 
term.-Mr.Hymson 


Under the Volcano: When you were 
younger, did you have favorite record labels? 
Were there labels that you loved so much, 
that you would buy almost every release they 
would put out? If so, what labels and why? 
Aaron Turner: When | was younger | didn't 
really focus on labels as much as bands. It 
wasn't until later that | began to appreciate 
what labels were doing. To this day there are 
labels that | will buy every release from, but it 
has changed some over the last few years. 
To be honest, there aren't many other labels 
that occupy our realm of musical coverage 
that. really like. The best ones that come to 
mind are of course Escape Artist and 
Tortuga (| feel a family bond of sorts 
between the three labels) for our continent, 
and in Europe | like what Conspiracy, Snuff 
Records, and Trust No One are doing. 
There a few other contemporaries that are 
doing. good stuff, but sometimes their 
consistency in terms of quality or my 
personal tastes is lacking. In the past | have 
enjoyed the output of Ebullition, Gravity, 
Great American Steak Religion, Victory 
(when they put out Iceburn, Deadguy, 


BY MR. HYMSON 


Bloodlet, and Cast Iron Hike), Bloodlink, 
Amphetamine Reptile, etc. Labels that are 
Coxe) ah ejavel jaye Macolm 00) qre]6) er-la(e) axe) au c=)(=-(s\-1-ya tal -1 a 
purchase/seek out are Alien8Recordings, 
Fat Cat, Mo Wax, Ninja Tune, Vermiform, 
IN {=10] <0) Gu a X=010) £0 | aTe [oH Ipecac, Vinyl 
(@xoyanlanielal(ex-1(e]plsym=1Con 

UTV: When you first started Hydra Head, 
how much money did you have? What were 
your goals then? And what are they now? 
You were hoping to meet girls through 
becoming rich and _ famous...weren't 
Vole iamer-[elaalialle 

Aaron Turner: Hydra Head originally started 
as a small distribution with varying amounts 
of money, but the first three or four actual 
releases were made on a budget of about 
$3000. | didn't have any goals at the 
beginning other than to put out quality 
records with quality packaging, and to treat 
my bands well. My goals are the same now, 
only | also want to make a living, pay the 
employees and bands well, and to spread 
(olU) amo) ce) oy-ler-lavel-WmnComm tal mn r-| amore) gal-1¢- emo) mm (al) 
world. | knew from the beginning that this 
wasn't a business in which | would become 
rich or famous, and honestly it never led to 
me meeting too many girls, though | have 
met a good one that | probably wouldn't 
have if | wasn't making records. Success Is 


fine on whatever level, but | have never had 
a desire to be successful for the sake of 
success -- | look at it as a fringe benefit of 
putting out the records that | like, and doing 
EWe)a-insvare [olelo ms (o) om antes) ae) mi talon (anlee 

UTV: When you are signing a band, what 
are you looking for? Does a band have to 
have a following before you will put out their 
record? What if a band has great music, but 
doesn't want to tour? What if their music is 
great, but they expect to be treated like Rock 
stars? ' 
Aaron Turner: The only things that count 
ice} am Ut COMM 7-10) On Com OlU lane lU) ar- I c-Lere) go mr-lq-mcal-) 
ie)l(e\iViaye Mame (elete Mm anlel~j(emm ile) aar- late info) e—1anTes-\4 
Good musicianship is helpful... Reasonable 
content; generic lyrics and presentation will 
wreck even a band with really good 
music...the people in the band; if we don't 
get along chances are we won't want to put 
out a record. We like to be friends with our 
bands. Following is unimportant -- if they 
don't have one, we'll make one. If a band 
tours we will promote them more heavily for 
obvious reasons, but we work with plenty of 
non-touring units. Again, the music is the 
important part. This isn't a label with room for 
rock stars -- we give the bands as much as 
we feel they deserve, and we haven't had a 
problem with many bands being unhappy, 
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but like we always say, “If a band doesn't 
want to be with us and don't feel that they 
are being treated fairly they are free to go." 
We're never going to force records out of 
anyone, or cater to anyone that doesn't 
deserve what they are demanding. So far 
this hasn't been a big problem for us, except 
for a few circumstances which are now 
behind us. 

UTV: Which market has been tougher to 
crack for you, Europe or America? Everyone 
always talks about how Hardcore and Metal 
are really big in Europe. Isn't that just a myth 
fe) ce) of-\ef-)(-Te oY tat Mel ae|-1fe]celU lave mom nnt-1,¢-M0] 6) 
for the fact that America (and in fact, the 
world) is dominated by cheesy pop music? 
Aaron Turner: Europe has been harder for 
the simple fact that we didn't have any kind 
of distribution over there for a long time. Now 
things have improved and the kids over there 
seem pretty much ravenous to get our stuff. 
Only Botch and Converge have made it over 
there so far, but they did very, very well, and 
we're planning to send more bands over 
soon enough. We feel fairly confident that 
anyone we send over there is going to do 
well. The people that are _ into 


HC/Metal/Noise over there are perhaps more 
passionate than much of the American 
audience, but as far. as actual size, the 
markets are pretty comparable -- depending 
on the band to some extent. Metal maybe 
inate) (<M ole) oLU|t-|mnComr-Mox-Jat-|[am-)4(-\alem ol0] a Ble) mo) 
itis really bad '80s Metal, and the pop music 


there is worse than ours. 

UTV: | always meet these bands that sell 10 
copies in America, and they are very quick to 
say, "We have a really big following in 
Europe." That is just bullshit, right? 

Aaron Turner: This is bullshit to a certain 
extent, but there have been plenty of bands 
A alc 1@ar-\-Mant-(o {<M delle Me\’/-1mtal-1¢- Mm Col0]¢-ToRr-M ol a 
and haven't done shit in the States. Anything 
American is popular with a lot of folks over 
there (whether that's good or bad |'m not 
sure), SO based on nationality alone some 
bands can go over there and thrive. Again, it 
depends on the band. 

UTV: | think of Relapse as a diverse 
label...and | think of Victory as having a 
narrow focus...what kind of label do you 
want Hydra Head to be in the future? On 
one hand, you can put out different types of 
releases, and reach different scenes of 
people. But then again, if you put out similar 
releases, people start to trust the Hydra 
Head name as releasing good quality 
records of one specific style. 

Aaron Turner: Well, | would say that our 
focus is definitely heavy progressive 
Hardcore, but we have in the past and will 
continue in the future to put out releases that 
expand that definition, and others that 
completely defy it. We've put out some 
noisier Emo kinda of records and some 


poppier records, and we've got more pop in 
the works along with a lot of more 
experimental instrumental 
soudscapes/noise/electronic kind of stuff. | 
think most people that follow the label will 
know what to expect (including the 
occasional curveball) and those that don't 
luilre]al@ essa ol(e1.qe| eke) air- Mi of-lalo ho) m\iVon iat-laiaat=\\] 
really like not even knowing they're on the 
same label. | don't want Hydra Head to be 
any certain kind of label -- | just want to put 
out records we like, and focus on areas that 
we think need attention. 

UTV: | understand that you put out the vinyl 
of some Relapse bands. | think Soilent 
Green and Neurosis are two bands that you 
have worked with. Now be honest...don't lie 
to appear more underground...how much of 
a demand is there for vinyl:in the year 2000? 
When | hear people talk about how vinyl is 
superior, | feel like saying,"Yeah, and the 
ale) {= ]ale ll elU Lele \Vatcmcyel of=lele) mi Colm (n{- Mer] gum @r- 10) 
oX-e) o)( Mile) alm (tera ate) elem @) are (om Zol0 Mell al a-\7-) 
iCoW-[elunlime(-icr-lar-lalo mln] elg-\er-ml tg 

Aaron Turner: Vinyl is the heart and soul of 
what we do. It is not what we sell the most of 
-- we usually sell a third the amount of vinyl 
that we do CDs on any given release 
pressed in both formats -- but | truly feel it is 
superior. For one thing it lends an edge to 
the underground in the sense that majors 
just don't care enough to invest in making 
nice vinyl, and that in itself separates us from 
them, but considering that artwork and 
aesthetics have always been a focus for 
Hydra Head, vinyl is obviously superior in 
that realm based on size alone. More room 
to spread out the art -- more possibilities for 
package variation -- and of course, colored 
vinyl. | am a record collector; my love for vinyl 
stems from this mania, and | think it's safe to 
say that there are plenty of others out there 
who feel the same way. Vinyl still thrives in 
the underground, whether it's Hardcore, 
Noise, Hip Hop, Techno, or Punk -- it ain't 
dead yet. As long as there is even a minimal 
demand, we will continue to do vinyl. As a 
format it has far more charm and history 
than CDs will ever have. 

UTV: How important is the internet in 
promoting your bands? Does the internet 
"level the playing field" at all for labels? Or is 
it still a matter of "He who promotes with the 
most money, wins?" How do you feel about 
Napster? If people were downloading Hydra 
Head releases for free, would you be upset? 
Aaron Turner: The internet, for us, is just 
like for anyone else. It is a standard that has 
become a bigger and bigger part of our 
business as it's technology and the demand 
for it have increased. We will soon have our 
own online store which will make a huge 
difference, and it has certainly helped us 
promote everything beyond what we would 
be capable of with out it. As far as Napster, 


it will fuck up any label or band if you can 
download an entire band's catalog for free. 
Why wouldn't we be opposed to it? If there 
was a way we could provide our music for 
free and still make a living that would be 
great, but logically it's just a matter of 
survival. If we aren't paid for the work we do 
we can't continue to do it, and thus the label 
will die. | don't see it as a big threat yet 
though, so for now we don't have to worry 
Eleleluial a 

UTV: How important is money in your life? 
Does money bring you happiness? Would 
you consider yourself a materialistic person? 
Is being materialistic necessarily a bad thing? 
| love these underground bands who talk 
about how money and materialism is the root 
of all evil...but they have musical equipment 
that costs $5,000, they have 1,000 CDs, 500 
DVDs, and an entertainment system that 
could be part of a multiplex movie theater. 
Aaron Turner: | would say that money 
makes me happy to the extent that it allows 
me to do the label which | love, and eat food, 
and live in a house instead of on the street 
Money does not make me happy in the 
sense that it creates negativity between 
people sometimes, and being in debt sucks, 
FTalo mm alial.diavefmr=]elel0} am o)||(-iur-l ale Mi-]| (an ¢at-) ame) £1.) 
sucks. In the society we live in, money is the 
basis of most of our activities, and is a crucial 
element of survival for most people. | am 
materialistic in the sense that | have a lot of 
records and movies and shit like that, but at 
the same time | don't give a shit about 
designer furniture, | live in a_ shitty 
neighborhood, | hate cars and everything 
that surrounds them, and | wish that! could 
(o{=1am glee) mr- Wa (o) ae) moie-] om car-l ae (0}a-1e-maanvalll(om| 
don't see myself as more or less materialistic 
than anyone else -- it's all relative. | think 
though that most people, given the 
opportunity, would acquire as much shit as 
they possibly could. If your possessions 
dictate your life and your thoughts are 
consumed by acquiring more possessions -- 
then yes, materialism is bad. It's just an 
Ha} (aXe [=i \=xe fy ok- [aro] mele larele]|(Ulg- Mee mero] ](efr-||| 
do with less than we have, and surely the 
manufacturing of all this crap is detrimental 
to .our environment, but money and 
possessions are only a small catalyst.pf the 
bad things that people do. 

UTV: How skeptical should a band be when 
they are given a record contract by a label? 
Any label. Aren't all labels basically the same 
in a business sense? Labels want to put out 
a product and make the biggest possible 
profit, either in the long term or the short 
term. Labels are a business venture, first and 
foremost. | don't think there is anything 
wrong with that, but why do labels and 
bands have to lie to their fans to be 
perceived as cool? "| don't want to make 
money, | don't want to sell out, | don't want 





to have sex with pretty girls, | do it all for the 
good of the scene, | am a charitable 
organization.” Isn't there a lot of lying going 
on in the underground musical community? 
Aaron Turner: Bands should always be 
J =10) ((er=| ie) aexe) a) (f-[e1 (oa Me [o) aan alia] aca lar] || 
labels are the same, however. Not to sit on a 
high horse here, but | think it's obvious that 
Fr: are labels who are far more oriented 
fowards profit than we are, and on the other 
end of the spectrum there are labels who 
see us as a money machine because we put 
out a lot records with expensive packages 
and recordings. We are not motivated by 
profit -- many of our releases have failed in 
the sense that they have earned less that 
what they cost to make. | think a lot of labels 
are trying to out punk each other by proving 
who is the biggest martyr and many of them 
are full of shit, but there are labels out there 
with true ideals and solid politics. Our 
platform is this: we want to prosper to the 
extent that if our bands could make a living 
off their records that would be great, and if 
we could offer them things like health and 
dental insurance we would. We want to be 
able to make enough money to make music 
our livelihood for us and our bands, and we 
want to continue to put out a lot of records 
and always have nice packaging, etc. 
Beyond that, | have little desire to become 
part of the mainstream. I've never expected 
to become rich as a result of the label, and 
I've never looked at it as a way to meet girls. 
If we were trying to meet girls all our releases 
would be pop like the Get Up Kids and 
Promise Ring, or some other shit like that 
UTV: Does Hydra Head sell records to many 
female fans? Or is it mostly a guy thing... you 
know, like Dungeons and Dragons, and the 
Three Stooges. Why do males respond so 
well to heavy, angry music? To make a huge 
generalization, which | LOVE to do, if you 
put on Pantera is a room full of guys, they 
are going to work out, mosh, drink beer, and 
speak in incomplete sentences. | don't think 
a room of females would be quite so 
enthusiastic about "the metal." Am | right? 
Or should | go to the library and take out 
Men Are From Mars, Women Are. From 
Venus?" 

Aaron Turner: As a paneled: statement, 
Hardcore is dominated by males. The bulk of 
our releases are sold to males, and only two 
of our bands that we've ever worked with 
have had female members. Heavy music is 
predominantly aggressive, and that | think is 
a trait biologically associated with males. I'd 
like to think that we are promoting a much 
more intelligent "product" than Pantera or 
some other such horseshit, but there are 
always gonna be those dudes that just want 
to mosh. | do know that there are quite a few 
females that are into what we are doing, and 
that's great. I'd like to have a really diverse 


Lila} ey-\\-Wam LU] n=] an) ©) \Vamor-lalalolatelieiccicmeltlg 
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riot grrl style band or queer core band just to 
reel in a politically pleasing crowd. We are 
males; we like heavy music. The more girls 
that like this scene and participate in it the 
better, but again, we can't force them or 
anyone into it. The underground Pop/Emo 


scene has a huge female audience at this’ 


point, which is a step in the right direction, 
1oJU} Gu ame (olaman (allal am cat-Mr-¥ le |[-]alo- mn (eo) g heavier 
music will be equal in that sense 

UTV: Which is a more illogical statement: 
"God exists, and if | pray, god will answer my 
prayers, and when | die, | will go to heaven 
and be reunited with my grandmother.” or..." 
believe in everlasting love. | will find my 
soulmate, live with him or her for 40 years, 
and | will love him or her more with each 
passing day. We will always be happy, and 
never even think about having sex with other 
people.” If you believe in any of the above, | 
suggest you explain yourself 

Aaron Turner: | would be more aligned with 
the true love statement because it is 
something tangible that | have witnessed 
Fl alo Wm). e\-1g1—1alei-re Mm me lolaman(alial qncat-lar-laNvatal are) 
is absolute, and |'m not sure if | believe in 
fate, but | put more faith into human beings 
and human existence than | do into a rigid 
idea of god and spirituality. | don't think true 
love is impossible (very rare perhaps) and | 
do believe in something greater is at work 
than purely physical world/universe, but | 
won't limit my definitions to the standards. | 
think organized religion is deeply flawed, and 
| think many people force themselves into 
idlake lave im (at-msre]a) @elat-Mr-lale mm (al-1¢-3(el¢-milavom tals) 
Nicol ale ie] al- Ham o)0) ai mr-|Yo le (olamantalial qllacmerole] Mole 
exciting to be jaded about love and 
Spirituality. These things are crucial to my 
existence, and I'm sure |'m not the only one. 
In their purest forms, these are things that 
can only improve human life as we know it. 
iim@anve) ¢-m elle) o)(-orel¥] (om ilavomme (elo WM lam \Zal-1¢-\V.-16 
form, and more people could find 
(exe) any ex-]alro) atom (ili=1e]ate mola alola mm tat-lai (gel Vm nat-|.¢- 
them happy, | think we'd all be better off 
UTV: What are some upcoming Hydra Head 
releases that we should be looking for? Are 
there any records out there that are not on 
Hydra Head that you are a big fan of? Or are 
you like Matt from Relapse, and you are only 
Wic|amo)m of-laleicm (at-1er-1¢-me]am ole] mt- 101-1 ¢al Oxo) nat 
on, you know that | am right. Matt will try and 
tell me that the new Incantation record is 
better than the first Morbid Angel record. 
MO) axe) <-\\Am\ (=| aml ar-\omave) (allave come (omUViaalm tal 
fact that YOU put it out, right?" 

Aaron Turner: There are too many 
upcoming Hydra Head releases to. even 
mention. Our new website will be going live 
very soon (it will be up by the time this is 
printed) and everything we're doing is listed 
there. the immediate future holds the release 


of the Barbaro 7”, the Knut Bastardiser full- 
length CD... as for other records out there, 
there is a lot of shit | love, but to be honest 
there aren't many bands that aren't on our 
label that play heavy music | really like. A 
couple that | can think of are Neurosis, the 
Melvins, EyeHateGod, Breach, and | don't 
know what else. | honestly like what we're 
doing a lot: these are the records | listen to, 
but! also supplement my diet with plenty of 
other labels and bands as well. 

UTV: | really like the name, "Hydra Head 


“Records”. How did you come up with that 


name? Is there a story behind it? Does it 
have any special significance? 

Aaron Turner: Hydra Head is the name of 
a novel | read in high school by Carlos 
Fuentes. The book doesn't bear any special 
significance to the label, but | like the idea of 
a many- la\=¥= (0 [-10 fa o]-¥-|~] umm o10) Game) | Mo] aT EEE ae | 
theréis a bunch more waiting to bite your 
face off and scald your ass with "burning 
flames of metal." It's like you just can't kill us, 
man 

Us AV baa AVant-| are (om ole] mi-lanl|\Var-laremaat-larelsmaalial 
of your label? Does your family wish you 
were a lawyer? Or are they proud of you? I'll 
be honest with you, my mom is disappointed 
that | am.a loser musician. If she could, | 
think she would put me up for adoption 
Aaron Turner: Well, my family is proud of 
what I've done, but | don't think many of 
them get it really, and certainly none of them 
appreciate the music, except maybe my 
mom, and you know that's just ‘cause she is 
my mom. | don't think they ever wished 1'd 
turn out to be anything specific, | think 
they're just happy that | found something | 
love to do. As for my friends, they are the 
people in the bands on the label, and the 
people in my band, and the people that work 
at this label, or other labels like us. In all 
honesty, most of my friends are involved with 
the same shit that | am, and the few that 
aren't have a similar attitude to my family. 
UTV: Any last words? 

Aaron Turner: Yeah... dealing with 
distributors and manufacturers-is the worst 
aspect of running a label. Anyone that wants 
to stay sane shouldn't pick this as a 
profession. Anyone that has something to 
say to us should say it to our faces instead of 
posting it on some goddamn message 
board. Computers are destroying healthy 
Tero} alige)ait=)t(e)aimr-lare mm -Jar-10)| [ale Mim Mam al-|(0) pmo) 
cowards to attack anyone and everyone at 
large. "Internet terrorists’ need to go outside 
and get off their insecurity trips, exercise 
more regularly, and realize that being "evil" is 
something they should leave to their 
D&D/magic card sessions. Thanks for the 
interview. © 
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If one thing's for sure with Joe Queer and his 
group, The Queers, they have always been 
consistent with releasing new music and backing 
it up with relentless touring. Though they put out 
Beyond The Valley Of The Assfuckers 
[Hopeless] earlier in the year, much more is 
expected shortly. An EP with Ben Weasel as 
producer The Queers Today will be out in 
January on Lookout, a solo album by Joe is to be 
recorded in the winter, and another Queers album 
is likely to be recorded in April. A world tour will 
be taking place before the aforementioned 
recording from February and April with Mr. T 
Experience and The Independants being 
amongst the support. | guess if you want to stay 
posted, keep to constant visits of 
www.thequeers.com because I'm too “punk rock" 
to have the time to keep you updated... Nah, just 
kidding...-Darren “Hollywood” Paltrowitz 


Under the Volcano: How you doin’, Joe? 

Joe Queer: It's going good; we're recording this 
weekend. 

UTV: A follow up to Behind The Valley of the... 
Joe Queer: ... The Ass Fuckers, yes... But this is 
a pop thing, we're doing an EP for Lookout. We got 
Ben Weasel up to produce it and we're recording 
tomorrow and Sunday. 

UTV: That itself answers a couple of questions, 
but we'll come back to those later... 

Joe Queer: Cool. 

UTV: But first off, a lot of guys confuse you guys 
with Pansy Division; how would you like to set 
them straight? 

that. We're a lot harder-edged than that, and of 
course the glaring factor is that they're openly-gay 
and we're not. But | like those guys, and we're on 
Lookout, so | think people in the fringes might think 
we're lumped in there because we're called The 
Queers, but pretty much everyone knows. But | 
love Pansy Division, they're cool guys... 

UTV: How would you describe The Queers to 
someone who's really yet to hear you guys beyond 
a couple of tracks? 

Joe Queer: Oh... You know... Ramonesy Beach 
Boys punk-type stuff, | guess. [laughs] | don't know 
if that would answer the question, but that's 
probably what I'd say. 

UTV: You just mentioned The Ramones. Have you 
ever heard from them in regards to Rocket To 
Russia, which you recently did? 

Joe Queer: No, uh, well | know Joey has it and 





Johnny has a copy and stuff, they've heard it. | talk 
to Joey once in awhile, | haven't talked to him 
lately, but | know they did. They're kind of flattered, 
you know what | mean? | thought that project was 
kind of stupid -- you can't improve on a Ramones 
album. At the time we didn't have many albums 
out, and we needed something to sell on the road. 
We did it, yeah, they know we do it and stuff. We 
know Joey's supportive of The Queers, which is 
cool. 

UTV: How do you feel Beyond The Valley... is 
different from an album like Love Songs For The 
Retarded? 

Joe Queer: Well, ...Va/ley was more humorous 
than Love Songs For The Retarded, and the last 
one had a bit more desperation and an edge to it 
[laughs], it wasn't so quite-overtly funny and | kind 
of want to do another album, harder-edged. We've 
could've done a Pop Punk album because | love 
Pop Punk-type stuff like Green Day, The 
Ramones, but | wanted to do an album that was my 
way of saying "We're gonna do what we like." | 
know we'll piss off some of our audience, but that's 
punk -- doing what you want, not being 
pigeonholed and just going the easy route. So 
that's why we did it. 

UTV: What do you find is the hardest part of 
working with a new band, because that's 
something you've done quite a bit of... 

Joe Queer: With new musicians in the band? 
UTV: Yeah. 

Joe Queer: Nothing, | don't find it hard at all -- it's 
more like I'm the leader and those guys are glad to 
be here and have fun, and they don't live around 
here so it's not a full-time band, seeing the guys in 
the band everyday. So it gives it more excitement 
when you have different line-ups. Hopefully this 
line-up is fairly set. The band I've got now, we're a 
four-piece and the guitar player played the bass on 
the new album and shit, the same drummer and 
stuff, so we've got a new bass player. They all want 
to be here, and you know, it's fun. It's kind of 
exciting to play with new people and everybody 
brings something different to it, so we've got a 
great line-up, and | think that's why people accept 
line-up changes, because it sounds like The 
Queers, it sounds great so it's fun to switch 
around. 

UTV: If you don't mind me asking, what happened 
to the last line-up, because | realize that you had 
Geoff Useless and Rick Respectable... 

Joe Queer: Those guys basically weren't in the 
band, they were my friends from around here and 
basically helped me. | wanted to record because 
Hugh, my drummer at the time, was sick, he 
couldn't record and he later passed away, 





unfortunately. And then Chris, B-Face, had gone 
off with the Groovie Ghoulies, so those guys just 
kind of came in and we rehearsed for a while, then 
did that EP. They play great, but they're just kind of 
young and I'm really good friends with all those 
guys. It just wasn't gonna be a permanent thing, 
you know? 

UTV: Is there any chance you'll work with B-Face 
again? 

Joe Queer: B-Face, yeah... We'll probably do 
something, we talked about it too though | don't 
know. It's just that he's so busy and I'm so busy, 
but yeah, just fighting and stuff -- I'm not saying 
most of it wasn't my fault, it probably was. When 
you realize the kind of stuff we went through 
together, we travelled the world together... We 
Started in a basement, rehearsing to drink beer and 
meet chicks and write some groovy songs. We met 
Ben Weasel and he got us on Lookout, we went on 
a tour then we went out with Rancid, then we sold 
some albums and did our own tours. We did a lot 
of stuff together. We're friends. | care about 
B-Face, he's a great guy. The Groovie Ghoulies, 
they're a great band, so somewhere down the road. 
We talked about it, it's just a matter of scheduling 
it. We wanna do a side-project or something. 
UTV: Before you mentioned you're working with 
Ben Weasel, is he co-writing the new material or 
producing? 

Joe Queer: He's producing... We're doing some 
pop stuff, we might have him sing lead vocals. 
We're doing it tomorrow and Sunday, and we're 
kind of winging it. Mainly we've got the stuff written, 
it's four or five tunes, and he might come in and on 
a song he writes or arranges, but he's extensively 
producer on this session 
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UTV-That EP's gonna be on Lookout, but the new 
one's on Hopeless and | think you put out a few 
things on Clear View... How does that happen that 
you guys jump from release to release? 

Joe Queer: Clear View was just a side thing and 
then | was having a fight with Lookout, so | went to 
Hopeless for a couple of albums, but we're going 
back there, I'm pretty sure. Our back catalogue still 
sells really good, anything we put out on Lookout, 
and we're known mainly as a Lookout band. When 
Green Day kind of hit it big, the Lookout thing got 
a lot of visibility. | didn't even talk to Hopeless about 
it, but we did two albums for Hopeless and that's 
gone good too, but | feel we're much more of a 
Lookout band and so that's the direction we're 
going | think... But | just know people so | could go 
to a lot of labels.. 

UTV: How would you compare Lookout having 
done work for Hopeless? 

Joe Queer: Lookout's the same thing... We've had 
arguments through the years and they've put up 
with a bullshit with us, but we're old friends. 
Lookout has more of an identity than Hopeless 
does. We're known more as a Lookout band, so 
that's more of a big thing. Maybe Lookout is a bit 
more established, but Hopeless is a good label and 
it worked out good for us. Now the thing is going 
where you're most comfortable | guess, as 
opposed to having a big problem -- | don't have a 
problem with Hopeless 

UTVis it true you work on your brother's deep-sea 
fishing boat when your career's on hiatus? 

Joe Queer: Yeah, | just got out from there. A week 
ago today | was done on the boat, they're out there 
right now, first trip without me in about two months. 
UTV: Is that your main hobby or... 
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Joe Queer: When we're not touring I've done it 
because | fucked up and didn't pay taxes, I've been 
paying my back taxes and shit, and it's good 
money. | need something removed from music, 
because with music you get too fucking caught up 
in it. You get up there and you lose your fucking 
identity and you think you're fucking smarter than 
other people because you sign a couple 
autographs. Fucking people show up to see your 
band, you do a job where people applaud, you 
know? [laughs] That doesn't happen to a lot of 
people, you know? But | like doing it, it keeps my 
feet on the ground. A lot of these fucking bands 
from California -- as far as the success of Rancid 
or Green Day or Offspring -- they went out there 
and tried to emulate that and gain an audience. 
They seem so arrogant, they act like they're doing 
you a favorite to get onstage, it's like jocks playing 
punk. It's so removed from where punk started and 
what it meant for me, Black Flag and The 
Ramones, DKs and Angry Samoans, and Flipper 
and shit like that. | like having another job, you get 
caught up in the whole thing because people put 
you up on a pedestal in even our small level. | think 
it's healthy to do other stuff... 

UTV: One of the things that makes The Queers 
very different beyond the humor, well, it actually 
relates to the humor, is the song titles. You have 
"Journey To The Center of Your Empty Fucking 
Skull" which is a nod to Nugent and the Amboy 
Dukes, you have the Stevie Wonder ode in "| Just 
Called To Say Fuck You" and Herman's Hermits 
with "Mrs. Brown You've Got An Ugly Daughter." 
Joe Queer: Right. [laughs] 

UTV: Are any of these direct influences from the 
groups, or you just read it off a sleeve and there 
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you had tt... 

Joe Queer: No, | mean | know all those songs and 
thought it would be funny, you know, "Mrs. Brown 
You've Got An Ugly Daughter,” "| Just Called To 
Say"... Yeah, that was Stevie Wonder, | just think 
that's funny because it's something everyone can 
relate to. | just called to say "fuck you," you know, 
to an ex-girlfriend or something. [laughs] I've had 
many calls from ex-girlfriends, they didn't say "I just 
called to say fuck you" but that's why they called. 
[laughs] | just did it to be tongue-in-cheek and it's 
really surprising, because a lot of the punk 
audience, they don't know about "Mrs. Brown 
You've Got A Lovely Daughter" by Herman's 
Hermits or something, you know? 

UTV: Have you found that a lot of them know 
about The Amboy Dukes? 

Joe Queer: A lot of the older audience, The 
Ramones fans know about those guys, but a lot of 
kids don't . | kind of forgot all about that until you 
just mentioned tt. 

UTV: Let me guess... you watched Behind The 
Music and it sparked a sudden interest? 

Joe Queer: For that song? No... | remember that 
song [starts singing it]. It was actually kind of a cool 
tune, | was just thinking of it, you know? 

UTV: Your new album, | believe you did two tracks 
with Wimpy Rutherford.. 

Joe Queer: Yeah, our old singer, yeah 

UTV: How'd that happen? Were there any old 
tensions, especially since you were working with a 
new label? 

Joe Queer: Bad tensions with who? 

UTV: Meaning with Wimpy... 

Joe Queer: No... He's our old ex-singer back from 
when | started the band in high school and through 


the years we've done stuff here and there, and he's 
got a regular job, married with kids, so we decided 
it'd be fun for him to come back and do a couple of 
tunes and help co-write. We've got a side-project 
we do called The Drunken Cholos, so we're really 
good friends. He flew over to Italy and played the 
Italy shows with us, we did an encore with him 
which went amazingly well. We had a ball a couple 
of months ago... we're good friends, we're all good 
friends really. 

UTV: How many punk bands from Lookout do you 
find from New England? Do you feel that brings 
you guys an identity? How do you guys feel that 
makes The Queers happen? What do you think 
about New England in general, being from there? 
Joe Queer: The music scene | don't pay attention 
to where I'm coming from, really. It'd be the same if 
| was in New York or California or Chicago, you 
gotta tour, pretty much... Our label's in California, 
it just happens to be where we're from and we 
hooked up. To tell you the truth, our homebase is 
Portsmith, New Hampshire -- they have quite the 
little music scene there but we never get nominated 
for "best punk band" in the seacoast / New 
Hampshire area. People call me up for interviews 
from local papers and | don't even do it because at 
one time | would've, to stroke my ego or something, 
but it's not like we need it and it wouldn't help us 
because nobody cares about us too much. There's 
punk kids up there but there's not a lot, so | don't 
pay attention... I'm proud of what the band has 
done. As far as the New England thing, | go to 
Boston to see shows -- that's how | got to see The 
Ramones and larger bands through the years. The 
other guy | knew from up here is GG Allin. | don't 
pay attention to a lot of the other bands | guess... 


UTV: What's in the future for The Queers beyond 
the EP you were just telling me about? 

Joe Queer: There's the tour, do the EP, go out in 
the fall, might go to Australia, then we're gonna get 
together and make a killer album out west, and 
record with this guy Earl Managues (7), he used to 
work with The Beach Boys and The Cramps and 
stuff. It's kind of a dream come true, | don't know, 
do a live album... There's still stuff | want to do 
musically, you know? 

UTV: You've mentioned The Beach Boys a couple 
of times in this interview. Are you more into the Pet 
Sounds stuff or the earlier singles? 

Joe Queer: All of it, the early stuff and that, too. 
UTV: Wow, not a lot of punkers love Pet Sounds. 
Joe Queer: "Salt Lake City," not sure if you know 
that song by The Beach Boys... 

UTV: Yeah. 

Joe Queer: That stuff, so... 

UTV: Did you ever try to send your stuff out to The 
Beach Boys or their management? 

Joe Queer: No... | talked to Andy Paley, who's 
friends with Brian Wilson, about working with him. 
These guys, it's like to trying to get an audience for 
the Pope to work with them. | don't know, fuck ‘em, 
I'm not gonna go crawl in the dirt to see if | can 
fucking hook up with him. 

UTV: Beyond the future plans you had, do you 
have any goals with any of your future tours or 
albums? 

Joe Queer: No big, earth-shattering ones... Just 
go out and have fun, that's it. 

UTV: And finally Joe, any last words for the kids? 
Joe Queer: Don't smoke pot. 

UTV: Any reason why to that? 

Joe Queer: 'Cause it makes you goofy.) 
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THE MOONEY SUZUKI “People Get Ready” 
LP/CD.-high energy rock’n’soul redemption! ES1273 
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Sparechange00 have been punk rocking 


since 1996. They've released two 


albums before getting signed this year — 
by Grilled Cheese/Cargo Records, and 


blend a healthy dose of Avail, Lifetime, 
Face to Face, and BigWig into one nice 


ball seasoned with their own Emo- -tinged 


licks. These guys b 
ethic, and you sh 
them eventually 
town. Make su 
new disc, ... irs 
record store. 
answered m 






Under the Volc 
called Sparech 
mark; what made ye 
the zeros at the end? 
mean? 


Ryan Watts: At one time we did call. 


ourselves $parechange? There are a 
few other bands across the country tha 


have called or do call themselves © 
Sparechange. Us and the label felt that © 


we wanted to avoid any legal problems 
regarding the name. We had already 
established a fanbase with the name so 
we didn't want to totally change the 
name. We decided to add the double 
zeros alluding back to our very first T- 
shirt design, which was like a Jersey 
style with double zeros on the back, 
indicating our lack of money! It's kind of 
like an ode to the people who have one 
of those 50 shirts that were printed and 
still support us today. 

UTV: How did you end up on Grilled 
Cheese/Cargo? 

Ryan Watts: Before our US tour last 
year | had sent out a copy of our 
previous CD, Has Sincerity Gone Out of 
Style?, to Cargo and various other labels 
letting them know we were on the road in 
support of our independent release. 
Bryan at Cargo emailed me while we 
were on the road, and said he liked the 
CD and wanted me to call him. | called 
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argo Records. We were in the rig 
lace at the right time. 
: What do you feel Grilled Chees 
, offer the band t 
jht not be able to 


Spareth; Q 
Have you 
guys, being that they were once on 
Grilled Cheese? 

Ryan Watts: | think that they would hope 
we sell like Blink did, but | don't think they 
are touting us as the new Blink 182. 
Those guys (Blink) gave a hot scene 
exactly what it wanted, and they still are. 
They are simply brilliant at marketing 
their band. No, we have no contact with 
Blink; they are so huge they don't have 
time to really come to help us out. I'm not 
even sure they are the same genre of 
music we are?!! 

UTV: How did you come up with the title, 
At First Sight for the new album? 

Ryan Watts: It is an album about love, 
and there are tons of bands who are 
putting out love songs in a childish way, 


“and he was talking 
type deal. Towards 
be-Conversation | mentioned 
LA and he was surprised at 
that, and that we tour like we do. 
Because of the fact we were in LA when 
Cargo got a hold of us is probably the 
main reason we put a record out on 


abel’ 


ontact with those: 





anted to put something 
idn't fall into that genre. We 
decided to do something serious. | really 
wanted to > 96 8 across the ebue emotional 









































Ryan Watts: | think the songwriting has 
come a long way. | am really happy with 
the direction we are going. It is a little 
less pissed off sounding and a little 
slower. | like it! | approach about every 
song differently. Some songs I'll write 
walking down the hall of the university, 
others I'll have a writers block for a 
month and then it'll come _ out 
sporadically. That's just the music; words 
are always just random thoughts that 
stick to the music. The words have to 





inspire emotions in me though, that is why I'm in a band! Touring develops a 
usually the binding point. band's live performance, builds a fanbase, 
UTV: Is anything exciting going on in the and is fun! It really makes a person grow 


Ohio scene right now? up (in positive way), see things from. 


Ryan Watts: Not really. We may have the _ different perspectives. The list goes ay 
Rock n' Roll Hall of Fame in Cleveland, but You're; 
| feel the scene lacks. It's good here in UTA iesiacee bands would you dié 
Canton, but it's hard to get kids to come ‘pay a shaw with?ay 
out to shows, not being a commercial -he on.a natena’ 
band. The kids in Canton are ‘really coal,” RyansWati iF avotld love to play : 
and we always have 300 kids come out to~ Saves ‘ho'Bant 

our shows here. “whole: se 5 
UTV: You guys tour a lot more than most inspirational instea }-oflike the whole "fuck 
"younger" bands; how frequently are you you attitude. Twouldtove to play with Face 
on the road? to.Face,.and | wetild give anything | have 
Ryan Watts: We are on the road four to do’trtassewith those guys. They were my 
months out of the year, and in the future, a__ life in 10th grade. And the third one.....A 
whole lot more. | feel like we never tour! New Found Glory. Those guys are really 
Weird... cool, and they let us share their booth with 
them at the Warped Tour in Cleveland 
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possible. It's the only way You cal 
people to hear your musi non: 
commercially. Not just go on thefead and Déville and hi 


play, but go on the road, make friends, 
inspire and try to relate with 


SiS 


Aseally in a band unless you tgGr. : 
PS Gs sto. 
a that would you give to : 
wil tofir with Face To Face? 


y,.beSause they take they 
hk Rock-show and make it’ 


Wow, | just plugged the Face to Face tour, : 


derground™ : 
Seperhero's 


it! But really, | have no idea who | would 


choose. 


“fun! 















at do you do when you're not 


iously for a year or so, tour 


“to people. Remember to have 


UTV? Kiss my ass... In 25 words or less, 


tell our readers why Under the Volcano 
writers make. the.best sex partners. 
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that continuously perpetuates. 

UTV: Tell me of The Vandals' signing to Nitro. 
Warren Fitzgerald: The Offspring used to open 
crappy, local shows for us in and around LA in the 
early '90s when there really weren't a lot of venues 
booking punk shows. They were on Epitaph at the 
time, and it was like, "Oh, cool." Back then, it was 
a miracle if a band'd sell 15,000 copies, but that 
was still a lot more than us. We actually recorded 
Live Fast Diarrhea without a label, but when 
Dexter heard it, he was interested in putting it out 
and took us on tour with him. Of course, we were 
opening for The Offspring this time... That time 
period, '94 or so, was really interesting because 
punk bands started to become successful. 
Originally, Nitro was Dexter's back-up plan, just in 
case his band didn't do so well. 

UTV: The Vandals and Guttermouth were two of 
the first bands on Nitro, right? 

Warren Fitzgerald: Yeah. Dexter started Nitro 
partly because Epitaph wasn't interested in 
Guttermouth -- which is ironic because Epitaph just 
signed Guttermouth -- and | think we were the 
second band on the label. 

UTV: Fat Wreck Chords was in full swing before 
"the punk explosion,” right? 

Warren Fitzgerald: Yeah, that's another amazing 


Photo, Lisa Johnson 
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Scott Hefflon talked to Warren Fitzgerald about oe ; 
when the record's done, I'm done with it. Joe likes 


playing guitar for the legendary punk band The 
Vandals and running Kung Fu Records.-Rich 


Under the Volcano: The first song on Look What 
| Almost Stepped In [Nitro], "Behind the Music," 
talks jokingly about how you decided to go for a 
"radio single" this time out. 

Warren Fitzgerald: Nitro really liked the record 
and thought they could do something with it. And 
you can tell from the attitude of the first song that 
we were like, "Cool. Whatever." It's not like we're 
high-fiving each other each radio add we get... We 


to do as much as possible with each record. 
UTV: So you make good partners because you 
each come from two distinct schools of thought... 
Warren Fitzgerald: Nah, we're pretty on the same 
page. It's not like Joe's all business and I'm the 
brooding artist weirdo who's all about "This is my 
Art"... I'm very critical, and I'd rather produce my 
own ideas than subject someone else to my 
rambling ideas. 

UTV: | like the idea that you were signed to Nitro, 
the label Dexter [from the Offspring] started when 


success story, though maybe on a smaller scale 
mainstream media-wise. They do good business, 
have a distinct sound, and they have a reputation 
so kids'll buy a record by a band they don't know 
just ‘cause it's on Fat. There's a continuity that 
people've come to expect. NOFX takes Fat bands 
on tour to Europe and across America and really 
helps out bands... Joe and Fat Mike have been 
friends since, God, since junior high or something. 
It's funny because | remember seeing NOFX in the 
mid-'80s when | was in high school and | felt really 
sorry for them because they were so awful. But 


want people to hear the music, but We're not writing Ts9sa ctadtacte contaneunrehaserrasan grant. ““mey oto sbridid>mey were lerinness.2 sur aiey 





our Grammy speeches yet. 

UTV: | didn't realize you were in Oingo Boingo 
before this... How long has this line-up of The 
Vandals been together? 

Warren Fitzgerald: |t's been this line-up for about 
a decade, and we've been on Nitro since '95 -- so 
that's half a decade -- and this is our fourth record 
for them. Ever since we signed with Nitro and put 
out Live Fast Diarrhea, we've been more of a 
band, more prolific... 

UTV: So you got more organized and took the 
band more seriously? 

Warren Fitzgerald: Well, one of the main reasons 
we're still together is that it's always been pretty 
casual. It's not like we have band meetings and 
stuff... We try to do it right and learn from our 
mistakes and other bands’ mistakes. Then Joe 
{Escalante, bass] and | started Kung Fu Records, 
just to have a place for our music and our film 
stuff. 

UTV: What was the first band you put out on Kung 
Fu? What was the impulse to start a label? 
Warren Fitzgerald: When we went on tour, we 
had all these new bands opening for us, and we 
thought it'd be a really good way to help out. Our 
thinking was, "Okay, here's a band no one knows 
about. | can produce their record, Joe can deal with 
the business of getting it distributed, and we can 
take them on tour and expose them to people who 
come to see us." Joe's psychotically ambitious. | 
don't think he sleeps. | like to produce records, but 


34 


of money, and soon after, you started Kung Fu to 
support bands yourselves. 
Warren Fitzgerald: It's a generational thing... 


Epitaph was started by Brett from Bad Religion, 
who signed bands and took them on tour. When 
The Offspring started to take off, Dexter started 
Nitro and did the same thing. He signed us to his 
label, we started our own label, and know we're 
signing bands and taking them on tour. Eventually, 
one of the bands on our label will start a label and 
the cycle continues... 

UTV: Have any of the bands on your label talked 
about starting their own label? 

Warren Fitzgerald: Not in any official capacity, 
but | think it's coming. Take a band like The Ataris 
-- they really like Useless ID from Israel. They 
really wanted to help the band get heard, so they 
did a split with them. So everyone that likes The 
Ataris got to hear Useless ID.. It's the same theme 


got their shit together, became a really great band 
and toured and put out records consistently, and 
now they're millionaires. 





UTV: You've produced pretty much everything on 
Kung Fu? 

Warren Fitzgerald: Not everything, but most of it. 
UTV: Who are you producing now? 

Warren Fitzgerald: Actually, we're working on 
something a little different now... For the first 
feature film we're doing, That Darn Punk, we're 
doing a soundtrack to go with it with songs from the 
movie and unreleased material from different 
bands. And we're putting some bands in the studio 
to do one song for us. It's kinda fun to work with a 
band for two days, but not have to do a whole 
record. And a few of the bands, I'm sure I'll be 
working with again. 

UTV: You did a WebTV show, Fear of A Punk 
Planet, for DEN.com, before they went under, 


right? 

Warren Fitzgerald: Yeah, downloadable or 
streaming or whatever... I'm not very good with the 
technical side of computers, but | think if you had 
a dial-up modem, it became more of a slide show. 
It was pretty tricky ‘cause the screen was only 
about two inches wide... We did six episodes, the 
premise being Degrassy High meets Saved by the 
Bell at Gilman St. with a guest band every week. 
So it was kind of a Larry Sanders 
behind-the-scenes thing, but done in a Saturday 
morning sitcom style. But Den blew though 200 
million dollars, and that was that. But we're going to 
release the video on Kung Fu by the end of the 
year. Each one's about 22 minutes or so and ends 
with a band. Most of the bands act in the episode, 
or at least have a few lines, so it's really fun. We 
had NOFX, Sick of it All, Strung Out, Good 
Riddance, Bouncing Souls.. 

UTV: No Vandals episode? 

Warren Fitzgerald: No, that'd be impossible to do 
because Joe and | play characters on the show. 
Unless we did an "evil twin" episode, and we never 
got that far 

UTV: Tell me more about the full-length movie. 
Warren Fitzgerald: It's called That Darn Punk 
and it's going direct to video. No screeners, no 
screen release, blah, blah, blah, just video and 
DVD. It's a $20,000 movie, which is basically like 
doing a record for about $14. We own a 16mm 
camera, all the editing equipment, and we have a 
sound stage. We filmed a lot of it out in the desert, 
so the only real expenses were the film stock and 
the processing. You can go through $20,000 like 
nothing... That's basically the catering bill on a 
medium-sized movie. | haven't seen the final cut 


for it because it's still being edited, but I'm doing the 
score for it as well as the soundtrack. And the cool 
thing about the soundtrack is that it'll be a good 
compilation, even if you've never seen the movie. 
UTV: Are there cool cameos by bands and stuff? 
Warren’ Fitzgerald: Yeah. Joe's’ the 
romantic/action lead in the movie -- his first major 
acting experience and the director's first major 
directing experience -- and he plays a guy in a 
band that happens to be The Vandals but is called 
The Big Tippers in the movie. The band name's 
stolen from a scene in That Thing You Do where 
the band's trying to think of a name. Little trivia for 
ya... And Guttermouth's in the movie, some live 
performance shots and stuff. Basically, it's a punk 
movie with a little bit of gunfire and action and 
relationships and stuff. 

UTVBack in "my" day -- probably your day as well 
-- we had movies like Suburbia and Repo Man... 
Warren Fitzgerald: Exactly. That was part of the 
inspiration and motivation in making the movie. It 
was feasible. Suburbia is not a good movie. It's not 
well-acted, it's not well-written, but punk kids'll 
watch that movie endlessly. They memorize it and 
love it. Repo Man is one of my all-time favorite 
movies, because what else was there? 

UTV: While | don't know how well it did, | think 
SLC Punk is a great new addition to punk movies. 
Warren Fitzgerald: Yup, and that's 15 years 
later... So now we're up to, what, four movies of 
this type? Another impulse was the video we did, 
Sweatin' to the Oldies, the kinda documentary 
home video. That thing sold really well, and some 
of the kids who come see us live have seen that 
thing repeatedly. They recite dialogue from it! We 
figured out that when we released Live Fast 
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Diarrhea -- about a year after the original release 
of Sweatin' to the Oldies -- it was the equivalent of 
doing about nine months worth of touring. Except 
we got to sit at home instead... 

UTV: You're in a position to pull in some good 
names and stuff. Like in Glory Daze... 

Warren Fitzgerald: Yeah, we just did the 
soundtrack for that, but that was Ben Affleck's first 
lead role. From all the years of being in a band, we 
have a lot of friends who are comedians and 
comedy writers and actors -- all with varying levels 
of success. For my movie -- the one | wrote and'll 
playing the lead -- I'm calling in every favor for 
every recognizable face | know to have some fun 
and play a part. 

UTV: When's it due out? 

Warren Fitzgerald: Probably in April. We're in 
pre-production, scouting locations, but most of the 
casting is pretty blocked in. But once you get 
rolling, sure it's a pain in the ass, but it's the 
lead-up planning that takes the most. That's one 
thing we learned from doing the first film. It was 
done sporadically over a year and a half, it was 
like, "Okay, we have two days off, let's go out to the 
desert to shoot the scene that comes after that 
scene that we shot six months ago." The next one'll 
be a more concentrated effort... 

UTV: Also, someone could've grown a beard or 
gotten a haircut... 

Warren Fitzgerald: Yeah, continuity is really a 
problem when you work like that. 

UTV: Speaking of music/movie crossovers, if 
Johnny Depp, Kevin Bacon, Keanu Reeves, and 
Don Johnson can do music, why can't you do 
movies? 

Warren Fitzgerald: | think the worst was Bruce 
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Willis. | like his acting, but his fictitious blues 
character is worse than Blues Brothers 2000. | can't 
believe no one in the meeting for that movie ever 
said, "You know, this is going to suck." And I'm 
usually a fan of really bad ideas and really bad 
movies. The idea that so much effort goes into 
something you know off the bat is going to stink, | 
dunno, | just kinda respect that. 

UTV: To double back to you as a producer, | didn't 
realize you'd produced No Doubt's cover of one of 
your Christmas songs. 

Warren Fitzgerald: "Oi to the World" is actually 
Joe's song, but yeah, it's a Vandals song. That was 
fun because they're old friends of ours. It's funny 
because Orange County is such a small scene, 
we're all friends -- so bands you wouldn't necessary 
associate together are actually friends. It was great 
to see No Doubt get huge, and they were nice 
enough to take us on tour with them and cover one 
of our songs. And shit, I've known the guy in Sugar 
Ray for like 12 years. Mark McGrath may be a 
supermodel guy now, but | remember when we were 
all playing crappy 21+ clubs in the early '90s. They 
used to play frat parties in San Diego doing all 
covers, like KROC flashback weekend, and their 
original songs sounded like Ted Nugent. Then they 
got heavier, and then poppier. 

UTV: Is it weird as you watch people/bands become 
famous and are turned into something other than 
what they've always been? 

Warren Fitzgerald: It's bizarre. But life in general is 
bizarre that way. Think of where you are in your life 
versus where you thought you'd be a few years 
back... The Offspring was the first... Actually, Social 
Distortion did fairly well commercially and came from 
Orange County. So to see No Doubt get huge, and 
Gwen get into US Magazine's top 50 sexiest people 
and you, like, hang out with her all the time, it's pretty 









weird. But it's cool, and | just look at it like winning 
the lottery 

UTV: One of your bands on Kung Fu, The Ataris, 
seem like they're following Blink 182 to stardom. Tell 
me the story of meeting the band. Warren 
Fitzgerald: VVhen the Vandals were touring, we 
found this guy, Kris Roe in Indianapolis with 
four-track tape of great songs. He moved out to 
Santa Barbara and we got him in the studio with the 
drummer from Lagwagon and released the record. 
He played everything else. By the time we put out 
the record, he'd gotten a band together. And that's 
what it's all about: great songs. Fat Mike really liked 
the record and wanted to do an EP with them. It was 
all really casual, and we feel it really helped the 
band. They got exposed to the Fat crowd and played 
the Fat tour, but they're still a Kung Fu artist. 

UTV: Thing | like best about the story is that it 
shows promise for talented unknowns. That it's not 
always who you know. You can be discovered if 
you're really that good. 

Warren Fitzgerald: Man, he was so green when he 
came out here. He'd never been anywhere, he'd lived 
in Indianapolis all his life, he was 19 or so. His life 
experience was, ya know, minimal... But he took the 
opportunity and is making something out of it. He's 
really prolific too. All he does is write songs, which is 
cool. If you're a songwriter, that's what you're 
supposed to do. 

UTV: I've always been outraged that "songwriters" 
have the audacity to take a year and a half to write 
an album's worth of material, and there are usually 
on two or three good songs on the thing. What are 
they doing with their time and how dare they?!? 
Warren Fitzgerald: The worst mistake musicians 
make is thinking that something's good just because 
they made it. That's horseshit. Just because you did 
it doesn't guarantee anythin ; ble of 
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writing good songs and bad songs, it's just a matter 
of being objective and able to filter out the bad stuff. 
It's also a matter of having the motivation to've 
written enough material to be able to discard what 
doesn't work. Put it back in the pot... I've put stuff on 
record that | thought was great when | wrote it, and 
then thought was so-so when we were done with it, 
and now | can't even listen to it. But I've found one 
thing to be true: Every fucked up and bad thing I've 
ever recorded -- at some point, in some city -- 
someone will come up to me and tells me it's their 
favorite song. But we try not to use that as a 
justification for releasing just anything we think of. 
UTV: On the other hand, your Christmas record, O/ 
to the World, was very risky, yet is the most fun and 
creative thing you've done. 

Warren Fitzgerald: That record did the worst of any 
record we've ever done. By a long shot. That's why 
we recently repackaged it so it wouldn't look like a 
Christmas record, even though it is. Now we 
hopefully won't get all the returns on December 27th. 
UTV: Did you know it was going to be an uphill battle 
when you did it? 

Warren Fitzgerald: No, but it wouldn't've mattered. 
We recorded that album for $2500, so it's far and 
away the cheapest record we've ever done. We did 
most of it in my home studio, so we were able to cut 
a lot of costs. It's also my favorite record becasue | 
got to play my keyboards and we got a string section 
come in for one of the songs. That was half our 
budget right there. But to hire a string section to play 
a love song for a penis was worth it. Another reason 
| liked doing the record so much was because we 
could get away with a lot more... We could use a 
string section without people saying we'd lost our 
edge. It was liberating. 

UTV: The beginning of "That's My Girl" has 










Warren Fitzgerald: Yeah, that's my "Good 
Vibrations" rip-off. Almost note-for-note. That and a 
few other songs on Look What | Almost Stepped In 
have a real oldies-style to them. The reason for that 
being that when | listen to modern rock radio, | get 
really offended really quickly. "Great, more fourth 
generation Limp Bizkit going on and on about the 
same nonsense." So | flip to the oldies and start 
laughing and feeling a lot better. The songs are fun 
because there's a naive quality to them. And they're 
short and based on simple structures. They have an 
optimism you can't get away with anymore without 
sounding like a complete idiot. "What About Me?” is 
four oldies mixed together -- instead of "the birds in 
the trees” aren't "chirping in trees" they're "deformed 
and diseased"... The thing is, when | steal 
something, | usually steal the most obscure part, so 
no one really notices. 

UTV: Except the "Good Vibrations" rip-off. 
Warren Fitzgerald: That's an homage. That's 
different from a rip-off. I'm really self-conscious 
about what | steal. It's either going to be really 
blatant and intentional, or it'll be old and "obscure" 
and backwards. | think a lot of bands listen to the 
radio and try to sound more like it, and that's the last 
thing | want to do. | hear a drum beat or a harmony 
in an oldies song, and | try to make it mine by 
working it into a punk context. Music is a 
cannibalistic process anyway... 

UTV: Weird Al is my favorite cannibal. | believe he 
calls himself a pop culture cuisine-art. He really 
does his research, so he parodies not only the lyrics 
and sound, but the reference points, the 
movements, the attitude, and all the little nuances 
that make the song/band important in contemporary 
culture. 

Warren Fitzgerald: We'll all big Weird Al fans. In 
fact, we mixed our record where he mixed his last 
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record, and we were more stoked on that than 
anything else that'd ever happened there. 

UTV: | bring up Weird Al because both times I've 
interviewed him, | really got the sense that he's a 
"research’ kind of guy. He's said that sitting around, 
watching TV in his underwear is part of the creative 
process, and | agree. And | think you're similar in 
that you soak in the ideas in the course of your 
everyday life, and the ideas gel as you hang out and 
watch bad movies. 

Warren Fitzgerald: Put it this way: I've never 
written a song while on tour. Being in the bus, 
everything is inconvenient and a group activity, 
there's no privacy, no mental or physical space. You 
wake up every day and have to ask where the toilet 
iS SO you can poop. Everything's a hassle. Eating, 
laundry, everything... It's interesting because you get 
to meet freaky people, the kind you see on Jerry 
Springer and are amazed actually exist. Whether it's 
pregnant teenagers smoking cigarettes and working 
at Burger King or an Olympic fencer, they're out 
there. And that helps when it comes to writing lyrics 
or characters for movies - you don't really have to 
create outrageous characters, you just have to 
recognize them when you see them. 

UTV: But what about the depth, the motivation of a 
character? You may see a great, freaky character, 
but you can't really get to know them and figure out 
what makes them tick. 

Warren Fitzgerald: That's true, but I've spent 
almost half my life on tour, and | can fill in a lot of 
gaps. And within a small window, I'll often ask 
everything | can think of to find out what's doing on. 
Which is kind of odd because | don't exactly have 
the best skills of vocal communication in my 
everyday life. But there's always the anonymity 
aspect because I'll probably never see the person 
again... And that's the one thing | do like about 
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touring: You.go, make a mess, and you're not there 
to clean it up. But that's a small perk for the day-in, 
day-out routine. It's the repetition that gets to me... 
You go somewhere, set everything up, you do your 
thing, then you take it down and go somewhere else. 
UTV: Is the rest of the band anti-touring as well? 
Warren Fitzgerald: Definitely. Dave's got an alcohol 
distribution business, Joe and | have the label, Josh 
does his sessions... We've always had our other 
things going on, and that's helped relieve the 
pressure of being in the band. 

UTV: Would you consider Josh, with all the projects 
he's been in, some kind of road hog? 

Warren Fitzgerald: No, not at all. That's the funny 
thing... He's been on tour with A Perfect Circle for 
five months, the longest tour he's ever been on in his 
life. And he's been on a lot of tours. He's doing it 
because it's a casual side project, but it's also very 
successful, so they have to do it now... But he's a 
total drum slut: He plays sessions for everyone when 
he's home. It's his passion to play with fuckin’ 
everyone and do as much as possible. "Stevie Nicks 
is doing a record? Okay, I'll play drums on it." The 
list of people he's played with is ridiculous. So now 
he's missed five months of sessions, and | 
guarantee that's killing him more than anything. 
UTV: But there are plenty of drummers who 
probably hate the tedious precision of the studio and 
just wanna tour and rock the world. 

Warren Fitzgerald: Sure, there's a great appeal to 
touring, especially when you're younger. When 
you're fresh out of high school, shit yeah, you wanna 
see the world, you wanna get laid, you wanna see 
and do things -- that kind of Nomadic, Spring Break 
thing. But me, I'd rather produce records, make 
something that'll last, then go home and watch TV. 
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The 65 Film Show Breathing Will Be Assisted (Law Of Inertia. 61 E. 8th St. #125 New York. 
NY 10003) This reminded me of an edgier Texas Is The Reason. It's surprising to see this 
Virginia-based band. on this up and coming label from Ithaca. New York. Pretty good stuff. if 
you like the genre (CD)-Mr. Noiz 


98 Mute "Slow Motion Riot" (Epitaph. 2798 Sunset Bivd.. Los Angeles. CA 90026). This 
release 1s well worth your attention and money Why? 98 Mute is a well oiled Cali Punk '77 Brit 
Punk hybrid who've managed to provide us with this 15 track slab of anthems. guts and sonic 
glory especially worth checking out if the thought of Bad Religion clashing with Funeral 
Oration seems to impress you There are plenty of sing-a-long choruses "take charge of your 
life" type of lyrics and snappy chords lurking throughout this solid effort I'm sure the 
freshman/Warped Tour brat pack will eat this up (CD)-Alex 


A Perfect Circle Mer De Noms (Virgin 338 N. Foothill Road. Beverly Hills. CA 90210). | was 
a little skeptical about hearing this. but it took me by surprise. This is the singer from Tool’s 
(amongst some other musicians) other band. Now. | saw Tool open up for Rollins Band at 
CBGBs a long time ago and really liked them. but never liked any of their full-length records 
But this album has some fine moments such as “Judith” (first single) and "The Hollow" (first 
song) that remind me of Quicksand’s Slip. (more in terms of the tempo) and yet doesn't have 
that drone of the “drop d sound This disc is pretty dynamic in tempo and texture. | would 
recommend hearing this before buying it. but you might be surprised (CD)-Mr. Noiz 


AFI "The Art of Drowning" (Nitro. 7071 Warner Ave.. Suite F PMB 736 Huntington Beach. CA 
92647). Berkeley's kings of Hardcore/Punk are back with a 14 song CD. |'m not really a fan 
of past AF! stuff. but | found myself liking this CD the more | listened. Davey Havoc has a very 
distinctive voice: it ranges from higher-pitched to deep and crooning. There's a lot of classic 
sing-along Hardcore songs mixed with creepy. melodic tunes. If you're already a fan of AFI 
this CD ts for you If not. you still might dig it. Catch them on tour with Rancid this 
fall (CD)-Chris.Comm 


AFI "The Art Of Drowning" (Nitro. www. nitro com) AF| has released more albums than many 
other bands immersed in the Cali-Punk/Hardcore realm. but when you listen to this disc you 
get a real feel for why they've been able to do it. The vocals are so amazingly close to those 
of Pennywise that you could easily confuse the bands if you weren't sure who you were 
listening to. but the music is the real seperation While Pennywise is far closer to the Bad 
Religion Punk sound. AFI sounds closer to a mix of Sick Of It All and The Offspring. The album 
is extremely solid. not lacking at any moment or filled with lesser songs just to make the album 
longer The band has also managed to capture the old gang style choruses, an art that has 
been lost in recent years. AFI also manages to change tempos and styles -- showing their 
musicianship -- without sounding like total wankers. The Art Of Drowning could be the album 
that pushes AFI to the top of the punk world heap. They have the talent and the sound, and 
if they are willing to put the road work in (which they do. I've seen them on the East Coast a 
couple of times) they could take that now vacated seat.(CD)-Myk 


Against All Authority "24 Hour Roadside Resistance" (Hopeless. POB 7495. Van Nuys. CA 
91409) This is why | love for Under the Volcano... | get to finally hear bands that all my ha'co' 
friends talk about. thanks to the packages of random CDs sent along by Rich Black. (A round 
of applause for Rich Black ladies and gentlemen...) Against All Authority is a breath of fresh 
air musically. and | think highly of them, though | don't see the full-on "they're the best" 
approach that many of the locals push on me. 24 Hour Roadside Resistance is a great record 
though. | still don't understand where those horns on track five come from!(CD)-Darren 
"Hollywood" Paltrowitz 


Agent Steel "Omega Conspiracy" (Meta! Blade. 2828 Cochran St.. PMB 302. Simi Valley. CA 
93065) Agent Steel returns with their first album in about 10 years. This record was actually 
released last year on Candlelight: this American issue features a bonus track (a cover of 
Judas Priest's "Beyond The Realms Of Death"). This band reminds me exactly of Armoured 
Saint and | really didn't like them either. There's lots of guitar wanking, but the core of this 
band is an excellent drummer, The vocalist sounds exactly like John Bush. giving it that total 
Armoured Saint feel: they even have the same initials. for Christ sake. | didn't like the last the 
last Armoured Saint either. but | was told by a friend who does that it was an excellent album 
This record falls into that same category. If you like that. you will probably like this. (CD)-Myk 


Allegheny White Fish "The Anti Freakout Method" (Fuckeroo. POB 655. Allison Park. PA 
15101) The sticker that reads "sounds like The Beach Boys giving each other enemas" is the 
perfect way of describing The Anti Freakout Method. Calling it “avant garde" would be an 
understatement. as it's all a lot of dissonant noise as recorded on a four-track, some of which 
are structured "songs". Definitely interesting to an extent though!(CD)-Darren "Hollywood" 
Paltrowitz 


The Amazing Crowns "Royal" (Time Bomb. 6 West 57th St.. New York. NY 10019). What 


aclever album title. don't you think? Nah. me either. | never liked this band. Boring, greaser, 
Rockabilly-Swing. it never really perks me up. | think these guys try too hard. I've seen them 


40 


live. and it's sad. Having Joe Gittleman from the Mighty Mighty Bosstones produce this 14 
song disc din't help. (CD)-Chris.Comm 


Anastasia “Blue Sky" (Madrigal. Guy Hall. Awre Glos GL14 1EL). Anastasia is a Brit band 
which plays in a very demure Pop Rock style that you can definitely snap your fingers and tap 
your foot to. Very much like the Goo Goo Dolls or Matchbox 20, Anastasia have got their 
guitars on medium and the vocals on anguished to create a bouncy Rock sound that's bound 
to please college co-eds and twenty-somethings across the globe ("Pittsburgh"). They also 
can lapse into an Oasis type vibe, complete with acoustic guitars and Beatles-Sequa 
harmonies ("Blue Sky"). Pop Rock with some punch ("Suburban Love Story"), Anastasia has 
a very mature sound that would fit best on a Hollywood romance movie soundtrack or on Top 
40 radio here in the US, Take a look for them if you like the British pop side of things with quite 
a few US Pop-Rock sensibilities. (CD)-MikeSOS 


Andre Williams "The Black Godfather" (In The Red, 2627 East Strong Place. Anaheim, CA 
92806). Hell yeah! This is the innovator and not the imitator. Forget all those white guys trying 
to have soul, Andre Williams is the real deal. Dating back to the 1950's with his soulful Rock 
and Roll Blues, Andre's songs have meaningful titles like "Whip the Booty," "Sling that Thing,” 
“Nasty Women," and "Can't Find My Mind." Jon Spencer wants to be Andre Williams so badly 
that he even plays on this disc... Andre should get a portion of Spencer's royaltites, because 
Williams is an obvious inspiration. For true Rock and Roll fans who aren't listening to that new 
Stoner Rock crap. Buy it before Andre comes over and bitch slaps you.(CD)-Jack 


Angel Dust “Enlighten the Darkness" (Century Media, 1453-A 14th St #324, Santa Monica 
CA 90404). Power Metal from Germany comes to us by way of the reformed Angel Dust, a 
quintet that packs a powerful punch. Their 11 track disc bursts with Judas Priest/Maiden 
structured power grooves, complete with stellar guitar work and headbanging melodies sure 
to make the metalhead in all of us raise a fist into the air. While Angel Dust can be viewed as 
Metal specialists (Let Me Live," "Cross of Hatred"), they also show a keen knack for writing 
a heavy hook around a memorable chorus ("Enjoy"), as well as the ability to reach down deep 
and pull out a power ballad that's easy on the cheese and laden with substance ("Oceans of 
Tomorrow," “Beneath The Silence"). If you dig Queensryche, Dio and the like and you yearn 
for the days that Metal bands actually rocked instead of posed, check out Angel Dust and 
reintroduce yourself to as solid Metal outfit.(CD)-MikeSOS 


Aquarius Blue (ww.aquariusbiue.com). Aquarius Blue is the brainchild of Eric Bilodeau, who 
has successfully created a musical collective that's pumped out nine tracks of free form music 
that shows his various Rock and Folk influences. From the Celtic flute inspired meets Pear! 
Jam rocker, "The Feast," to the laid back acoustic medley of "Michelle's Song," to the Soul 
Asylum feel of "Alien Abduxtion," this Massachusetts native shows many sides to his musical 
tastes and talents. Aquarius Blue is an adventurous project made by an adventurous musical 
mind that may confuse and confounds the average MTV consumer, but on the whole, should 
please all types of music lovers. (CD)-MikeSOS 


Atello "The Big Payoff’ (www.atello.com). Remember the '80s? You know, when life was a 
little bit simpler, when The Cosby Show was #1 on TV, and MTV was cooler than VH1. Well, 
Atello sure does, as they take their nine tracks of anthemic Power Metal out for a spin in the 
year 2000. The result? Some pretty solid, if dated, stuff here. Catchy hooks complement stellar 
playing from this Brooklyn quartet that would remind you of such ‘80's luminaries like Tesla 
("Love Me Down"), Dokken (‘Full Moon Fever") and Winger ("Grip On My Heart") Their stuff 
isn't going to change the world, nor will it win any Pulitzer Prizes, but hell, it is fun and well 
done to boot. If it were 1987, these guys would be #1 on Dial MTV for certain. Despite the 
obvious stigma, Atello does have a good sense of what a Rock and Roll song should be; big, 
loud, catchy and above all, fun ("Your Love," "Big Payoff’). They've got a great handle on that, 
so if you have an open mind or if you actually still are buying Poison albums, Atello would 
make a nice addition to your collection. (CD)-MikeSOS 


Audra (Projekt, POB 166155. Chicago, IL 60616). Goth music as you would expect it: dark 
and brooding, with a flair for the dramatic. | think the music itself on this CD is great, but the 
deep-yet-mellow vocals just scare me. If | was into Goth | would like this.(CD)-Mr. Noiz 


Avail "One Wrench" (Fat Wreck Chords. POB 193690, San Francisco, CA 94119). | have 
heard about this band for about six years, been to two live Avail shows (which were great), and 
have been told to buy everything by them in every zine | ever read. | never did. | don't know 
why, | just never did. | always bought something new by a more familiar band, or that classic 
greatest hits collection. Avail just never came into my mind while purchasing CDs. So Rich 
sent me this new CD by Avail, and it's pretty good. It's got Pop Punk hooks the sing-alongs 
that kids love. When I've seen Avail live I've seen kids sing along, and upon listening to this 
CD, there are more songs for the kids to jump on stage to. If your a fan of Avail, you probably 
own it already. If you are like me and not sure if you should buy it, | would say you should, just 
to have it in your CD collection. Listen to it? Maybe once or twice, every couple of weeks. A 
standout track is "Taken," which has MTV hit written all over it; it's got a catchy chorus and 
hook-laden guitars, but otherwise, this a decent Pop Punk release Bad Point: Avail is all punk 
and cool, but one guy in the band his picture taken with his car, a FORD, while wearing a Ford 


THE OBSESSED .Incarnate. CD/TS 

The final chapter inthe bible of doomrock. © 
Unreleased, out of print and rare. material, 
compiled in one cult pacnue. Bow. to ~ legends. 


snrad 


ondwide on rina, | 
SUBCITY? 


W 


ELECTRIC WIZARD :Supercoven. CD/TS 

- England's heaviest band second only to the mighty 
Black Sabbath! Heavy, dark, and twisted:.:TRUE DOOM. ~ 
The final redemption before bowing to the © bipeTione 


d 
- Hit List 


aving 


new Ip/cd out now 
Ss and impressively clever 


-Jersey Beat 


GOATSNAKE .Dog bie Digi cots 

Crushing. heavy rock created while smoking the 
-fesidue off fommi's git-s ! Getting punched in the... 
face by the hands of doom ever felt better 


ig poetry in motion” 


ly personal lyric. 
craftsmanship” 


Left and le 


I 


~ 
— 
D 
is 
oy 
EB 
& 


ok REY eal Snead ycbocon, wae suateod com. 
“The Weakerthans play pristine pop laced with 
P.O. Box 7495 Van Nuys, CA 91409 www.subcity.net 


“Pure fuckin, 


deep: 
song 


THE WANT .Greatest Hits Vol. 5. CB/TS 
Ultra-Heavy ROCK N‘ ROLL, Zeppetin-fried boogie — 
topped with a slice of Humble Pie. Best blues rock 
_band.on the face.of the. fucking earth! 
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hat Tacky. Didn't Ford treat his workers like slaves and donate money for anti-Semite groups? 
Practice what you preach. | guess (CD)Jack 


Axel Rudi Pell "The Masquerade Ball” (SPV USA. POB 360. East Windsor NJ 08520). Pell 
has been on his own for abut 10 years now, and before that he was in the band Steeler Since 
he has gone solo he has recruited some of the biggest names in Power Metal to to record with 
him including members of Yngwie Malmsteens band and UDO. He plays a style of Metal that 
sits somewhere between Helloween and Bon Jovi. It is hair Metal minus the image for the most 
part. but there are some guitar parts that do step it up to the Power Metal arena The lyrics are 
very old school-ish. He sings about love and wizards, serpents and flying away. The images 
on the album look like they came right out of a Michael Whalen "Cirith Ungel" painting. Axel's 
guitar playing is superb. He falls into that Ritchie Blackmore guitar mold. The vocals are clean 
but not overwhelming. and the drums are there for one purpose. to keep the beat. It really is 
about the guitar and vocals. This Is an album for all fans of the Magna Carta and Shrapnel 
labels (CD)-Myk 


B Movie Rats "Bad For You" (Junk, 7071 Warner Ave. F. PMB 736. Huntington Beach CA 
92647) More real-deal Rock and Roll that's all about the attitude. Then again. these guys are 
way ahead of the pack when they're covering "Borstal Boys" -- that is definitely pro. Great 
band name... (CD)-Darren 


Bangs ‘Sweet Revenge (Kill Rock Stars. 120 NE State #418 Olympia. WA 98501). This is 
The Go-Go's meets Supernova. | normally don't like straightforward stuff like this, but you cant 
go wrong with this. It is upbeat and has lots of energy (CD)-Mr. Noiz 


Behemoth "Satanica" (Dwell/Avante Garde. POB 39439. Los Angeles. CA 90039). This 
record has been out for nearly two years now in Europe. but this is the first domestic release, 
as well as the band's domestic debut. One of the most punishing bands to ever come out of 
Poland, Behemoth almost make Vader seem like easy listening Combining classic Death 
Metal with new school Black Metal . it truly a hybrid that fans of both genres will embrace 

Lacking the high-pitched screams that make Black Metal so offensive to listeners, it grabs hold 
up the blistering speed that catapults the style to the top. There are guitar solos that could be 
straight out of an '80's Speed Metal album. Behemoth have catapulted themselves to the top 
of the underground scene all over the world. The United States is next, especially with the 
pending Morbid Angel/Pantera tour. Those fans will be exposed to the true "heaviness" of the 
underground that Pantera only touches on Behemoth is the band that Morbid Angel hasn't 
been in years. especially with a drummer that sounds like he could rival Hellhammer for pure 
speed (CD)-Myk 


Bernard Edward's Project Homocide (Emerald City. Box 3919 Hollywood. CA 90078) 
Bernard Edwards’ Project Homicide is a very derivative. hold-onto-the-coattails-of-whatever-is- 
popular-these-days 13 track disc that confuses from the get go. From the Gene Simmons 
replicated face paint (| smell a lawsuit) to the third rate angry Thrash/Death Metal rumblings 
found on most of the album's tracks, the whole goth/death scene would have a good laugh at 
this one. Almost too cartoonish to be taken seriously. BEPH is a band that relies on gimmickry 
rather than anything substantial to get them over Almost everything on here we've seen and 
heard done 100 times better by Manson. Zombie. hell. even by some of the indie bands. The 
lone bright spot on this album is the decent cover of "Cold Gin" by KISS. Otherwise, skip this 
CD and buy King Diamond's latest or something of more substance (CD)-MikeSOS 


Berzerk Theyreaftame’ (Recess. POB 1112. Torrance. CA 90505). This female fronted 
quintet from Portland. has a nostalgic early '90's Hardcore sound. This is a good CD: |'d 
recommend this to fans of Kill Your Idols type of stuff.(CD)-Mr. Noiz 


Beseech "Black Emotion" (Pavement...owes Rich money). This is the second Beseech 
felease. the first going through Metal Blade a couple of years ago. | thought that record was 
amazing) | love this one almost as much. The only reason that | don't like this one as much 
is that when | received the first one | knew nothing about the band. | didn't know what to 
expect and they blew me away with their brilliant Goth-Metal style compostions, Now | have 
a little background, and an idea of what to expect. The band fully lives up to its promise, there 
just isn't that element of utter surprise/shock. Beseech is similar to bands like later Paradise 
Lost, Tiamat, and Theatre of Tragedy. There are both male and female vocals, the female are 
Operatic, while the male vocals could be on a Psychedelic Furs record. The guitars have that 
Metal /distortion Goth sound. There are also plenty of keyboards for atmosphere, and the 
drummer is a master of the genre. These guys once again prove themselves power houses, 
and with the proper promotion they could attain the same heights as_ their 
predecessors (CD)-Myk 


Billie Myers "Vertigo" (Universal...home to old horror flicks). Of course | remember Billie 
Myers’ two hits from two or so years back. There was "Kiss The Rain" and then there was that 
video where Billie equipped with dominatrix gear. Regardless. Billie has updated her sound, 
and her voice is even stronger. | like Vertigo despite it being the furthest from what I'd normally 
listen to, Long live Top 40 VH-1 pop... (CD)-Darren 


Black Label Society "Stronger Than Death" (Spitfire. www. spitfire.com). Zakk Wylde returns 
for his second album under the BLS monicker: this is a more up tempo version of the last 
Monster Magnet album. It's very stoner/Sabbath influenced, with very similar vocals. The 
whole record really grooves and kicks ass. The guitar sound (as would be expected from a 
band centered around a guitarist) is brilliant: full, up front, and the playing is stellar. The drums 
have some real good moments as well, being played more as the instruments they should be, 
rather than to just keep the beat. This is a great in your face Rock n' Roll record that should 
please just about everybody who has ever liked a '70s sound. (CD)-Myk 


Blood Storm "Pestilence From The DragonStar" (Soul Sold Music. POB 920. Yonkers. NY 


10701). | don't have too much background on this band. | believe that the vocalist/guitarist 
used to be in the band Gorephobia on Relapse, but |'m not positive. | do know that they have 
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some of the worst artwork in history. The logo isn't bad, but the cover reminds me of those 
records from the ‘80's that you would pass over because they were so horrendous looking, 
regardless of what they sounded like. Attacker comes to mind as | write this. Thankfully, the 
disc is much better. You are bombarded with some really extreme doses of American Black 
Metal, similar to middle era Emperor. Now this isn't Nightside by any stretch, |'m just saying 
it's in that vein. The vocals are very reminiscent of Attila from Mayhem, and the drummer is 
pretty proficient. All in all, Blood Storm packs a fairly sizeable whallop into this little package 
| understand they have just signed to Red Stream as well. (CD)-Myk 


Boulder "Ravage and Savage" (Tee Pee. POB 20307. New York. NY 10009). This is what it's 
all about! Beazen Rock n' Roll with punk influences and a major league "fuck you" attitude 
This band is not afraid to show off their influences or tweak them into something even more 
over the top. Imagine, if you will, Deep Purple with Angus Young on guitar playing through 
Motorhead's road equipment - that might give you an idea of the rockin massacre that occurs 
every time you listen to this album. The recording truly captures the live feel of this band as 
well. There's a good chance this album was recorded live, because you can almost feel the 
distortion of the dual flying V guitars shaking the floor! The vocals are another story all 
together: they almost sound like they are from a Power Violence band. Imagine the vocalist 
from Wytchfinder General singing for Drop Dead. This is perfect Garage-Metal -Punk, not to 
mention that the CD includes Boulder's last LP, The Rage Of It Al/, as a bonus tracks... That's 
two stellar albums for the price of one. You life just isn't complete without this record.(CD)-Myk 


The Bourbonaires "A Shot of Bourbonaires" (Howlin’’ POB 391262 Central Station 
Cambridge. MA 02139). The Bourbonaires are a slicked back, quick pickin’, hell raisin’ quintet 
out of Massachusetts that play some mean down home honky tonk and Swing. Complete with 
a stand-up bass and '50's Rock sensibilities, fans of Stray Cats, old pre-drug Elvis or classics 
from the roadhouse will dig into this and keep their saddle shoes on all night as they dance 
the night away ("That Tease," “Burnin' Up"). If you dug Robert Plant when he did The 
Honeydripper side project. or if you have a passion for Rockabilly, then all you cool cats 
should check out these pompadour'd patrons of the Rockabilly Swing. Definitely music to get 
a family party started and keep the mood light throughout. (CD)-MikeSOS 


Bowling For Soup "Let's Do It For Johnny!!" (Jive/Silvertone/Zomba, 137-139 West 25th St 
New York. NY 10001). | hate bands on major labels with stupid names that sound so 
commercially disgusting that | can't even get to their cover of Bryan Admas' "Summer of '69." 
| bet Striped Basstards did it better. Sniff. Puke!(CD)-Chris.Comm 


boysetsfire "after the eulogy" (Victory POB 146546 Chicago. /L 60614), I'd like to apologize 
to boysetsfire and Victory, because I've had this CD for awhile -- my CD player has been 
wacky, to say the least. In the world of Hardcore, it's hard to sound different from the rest of 
the bunch, but boysetsfire pull it off Frontman Nathan Gray has an original voice that actually 
reminds me of Maynard Keenan from Tool. BSF's music ranges from mid-tempo singy 
Hardcore to fast-paced stuff that pounds you in the head with songs ranging from political to 
personal | haven't seen these guys live yet, but would like to. Pick up this disc if you haven't 
already (CD)-Chris.Comm 


Brainstorm "Ambiguity" (Meta! Blade. 2828 Cochran St.. PMB 302. Simi Valley, CA 93065) 
This is Brainstorm's third album, but their first for Metal Blade. It's very straight forward Metal 

almost an Iron Maiden with keyboards and blast beats, but the drums are faster than you 
average Maiden record and the vocalist is only reminiscent of Dickinson, the latter being a 
good thing, as the band derives their own sound from it. Imagine a Dickinson crossed with the 
first singer from Metal Church, and that would be pretty close to what you have here. The 
guitars have a meaty sound as well; even in the solo parts -- when many guitarist sound tinny 
and washed out -- Brainstorm manages to hold their power. The drummer is excellent, and 
takes standard Power Metal to the next limit. This is one of the first bands in the classic Metal 
revival that doesn't sound exactly like some super band from the ‘80's. They have influnces 
and are not afraid to use them to their advantage, but they are not clones and deserve 
recognition all their own for that. A very solid record that should be heard by anybody who is 
a big classic Metal fan, especially fans of Manowar and Saxon. (CD)-Myk 


Brandtson ‘Trying To Figure Each Other Out’ (Deep Elm. POB 36939, Charlotte, NC 28236). 
With an emo style and a pop sensibility, Brandtson have a generic yet infectious sound that 
will appeal to fans of this genre. Six songs that feature mostly smooth vocals, back-ups, and 
up-tempo beats. (CD)-Mr. Noiz 


Broken "Rush Hour" (Coldfront. POB 8345. Berkeley. CA 94707). Coldfront CD... 
—x-members... This time folks from The Pist and Baltimore Foot Stompers... Though many of 
you Hardcore folks will dig this one for its shout-vocals and frequently-repeated "| hate the 
elite" theme. | don't. I'm happy with my suburban life and my attending of college, why must 
| listen to you complain about people like me?(CD)-Darren 


Brougham "le Cock Sportif’ (Warner Brothers...). | wasn't expecting this at all; | have seen 
ads for this, and the ad shows this really hot girl dressed in a devil outfit, so | expected the girl 
to be the singer, something like a Biff Naked deal going. Was | completely wrong. Brougham 
is a Rap Rock band that sounds like Kid Rock. The themes are the same, with track titles like, 
“Naw Mean," “Murked Out" and "Sangria," with Rock riffs and really bad Rap lyrics. | can't 
believe that with so much other talent in the world that Warner Brothers decided to spend 
some cash on this junk. Spend your money on better bands reviewed in this zine. (CD)-Jack 


C60 (Monolyth - www.monolyth.com). For some reason I'm really reminded of Godsmack as 
| listen to C60. The vocals are double or triple-tracked, with more guitars playing than 
guitarists, etc. I'd expect more of a disc co-produced by Hugo Burnham (Gang of Four 
drummer) and Indie Rock maestro Matthew Ellard... However, C60 does turn out some great 
Ozzfest-worthy more-often-than-not Hard Rock that will find its niche very soon. (CD)-Darren 


Candy-Ass "Orgy" (RAFR. 11054 Ventura Blvd. Suite 205, Studio City, CA 91604). | saw two 
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of the band members on Howard Stern show getting naked while playing their music, so when 
| received this disc, | was intrigued by it. Boy, this band should stick to dancing instead of 
playing! This is really bad New York Trash Glam Rock with three girls and one guy (playing 
drums). Bad recording, bad song writing, bad playing. It makes me sad to see a band like this 
get signed and release a CD on a subsidiary of a major label while really incredible bands are 
sweating it out and going nowhere. | don't get it, and this band sucks. (CD)Jack 


Capitol Eye "Mood Swings" (77 -- http./Awww.77records com). Though bits of Capitol Eye 
resemble groups like Cypress Hill and Papa Roach, their to Rap Rock fusion can be original. 
With appearances from members of the Long Beach Dub All-Stars along with other noted 
locals, there are surely a lot of different influences molding Mood Swings However, their 
cover of Sly Stone's "If You Want Me To Stay" is excellent and possibly even better than the 
'80s version by the Chili Peppers.(CD)-Darren 


The Casualties "Stay Out Of Order" (Punk Core. POB 916. Middle Island, NY 11953). The 
latest installment of spike studded drunk punk from the Casualties on this shows that the style 
and overall musical barrage wielded by this band hasn't changed much since their first full- 
length came out on Tribal War a few years ago. The instantly recognizable Britpunk meets 
gutter thrash grimy four chord hook strewn aggression, pummeling speed rhythms, and bile 
spewed vocals creates a belligerent sound and message as simplistic and rudimentary as It 
is undeniably powerful and infectious. Twelve new chaotic chorus-filled shout along anthems 
again showcase the incensed, thoroughly furious nature of this band. From the opening catchy 
ranting of "No Way Out." to the chorus filled anthemic shout alongs of "Street Punk," the 
melodic, energetic sensibilities of "Time To Think,” the brutal fluctuating hooks of "Just Another 
Lie," and the gratifying, defiant ordeal that is "Way Of Life,” the audible might this band always 
had the potential to fully wield is flawlessly realized on this release. Excellently crafted snarling, 
venemous vocal work and jagged, abrasive melodies ensure that quite literally each song Is 
standout in its own right, as this release proves to be the most vital and powerful Casualties 
release yet (CD)-Ramek 


Caught By Wendy "The Good Things In Life" (Bucaki POB 432. Sag Harbor. NY 11932) 
These guys hsd day jobs finishing furniture, and would sneak their gear in at night to rehearse, 
only to one day be caught by the manager, Wendy... Anyway, the sound mix may be far from 
great -- unless cranked way up -- but that doesn't mean the guys haven't some very 
well-crafted tunes that fall somewhere in-between The Replacements and Jawbreaker. At least 
| think so... Who doesn't love songs about coffee breaks and ex-girlfriends?(CD)-Darren 


Cephalic Carnage "Exploiting Dysfunction" (Relapse POB 2060. Upper Darby. PA 19082) 
Hailing from the darker side of Colorado, Cephalic Carnage is simply a brutal force to be 
reckoned with in the extreme Metal kingdom. This outfit is capable of pulverizing your 
eardrums and brain cells after one listen, thanks to a heaping dose of hyperactive, Grindcore- 
flavored blast beats, speed driven but mosh pit anchored chords, and vocals which range from 
screechey to plain old growled and guttural. This band possesses an aura more chilling and 
bloodsoaked than Charlie Manson's! This hybrid of Grindcore/Death brings to mind the likes 
of Internal Bleeding and early Napalm Death. Most interesting are the few jazzy, Frank Zappa 
tinged song parts which sprout up out of nowhere like roses in a battlefield. If the thought of 
the skull and crossbones excites you, sink yer teeth into this baby!(CD)-Alex 


Cerberus Shoal “Crash My Moon Yacht’ (North East Indie. POB 10315. Portland ME 04104) 
| really like this band; they are one of those bands that you have to listen to in a really relaxed 
state, as the music dynamically evolve around textures into almost structured Jam-like tunes 
Notably a Pink Floyd reference is inevitable, especially on track two, “Breathing Machines’ 
This is the second of three releases with this particular line up. (CD)-Mr. Noiz 


Che Zuro "Welcome Home" (Spinout, 1107 Fair Oaks Ave.. South Pasadena CA 91030). 
Che Zuro's 13 track disc is a sublime mix of beautiful female vocal harmonies and laid back 
acoustic numbers that is perfect for a relaxing Sunday afternoon (‘Blue Skies"), Unlike most 
female artists these days who prime themselves on being angry and sullen, Zuro goes the 
opposite route with great results, letting her smooth voice shine like a pleasant ray of sunshine 
through your window ("Starts Out Innocent"). Reminiscent of Linda Ronstadt and Carly Simon, 
Zuro seems to have a handle on writing well crafted interpersonal lyrics to complement her 
songbird like vocals ("The Last Goodbye"). If you're looking for a feel good female solo artist 
whose got a voice as smooth as silk, check out Che Zuro for that pickup you need from the 
riot grrl contingent.(CD)-MikeSOS 


Chicken Dog "The Other White Meat" (Sin Klub, POB 2507 Toledo, OH 43606). For those 
unaware. the cover of The Other White Meat is a take on Back In Black -- while many "rock 
critics" would call such sacreligious, | deem it "classic" and worthy of brownie points While 
"Workhouse of the Clouds" reminds me of “Rhymestealer" by Sugar Ray, "The Love Theme 
From Blackbread The Pirate's Seventh Voyage" has a tad of Primus to it "Drosophilia 
Melanogaster" also reverts to "Lemonade and Brownies"-era Sugar Ray-meets-early Mr 
Bungle. You get the drift; these are very funny and creative guys despite, their liking to waste 
their intelligence (CD)-Darren 


Cole "Idea of City" (MoodFood. 1381 Kildare Farms Road, Suite 246, Cary. NC 27511). Cole 
sounds like Slint, artwork like Slint, it's gotta be... well it's not. This is Cole from NC, and 
having heard their first EP, How the Crow Came to Be Black, | had an idea of what to expect. 
Not much has changed from the EP to this new full-length. Cole sounds a bit more like 
Pittsburgh's Hurl than Slint. There is a touch of Rodan here and there, mixed in with Southern 
depression and BAM! Cole. There are nice up and down tempos that go from nice guitary 
sound to a real harsh Metal-like drive (Like Jehu | suppose”). If you like the bands that | just 
compared them to, then you should enjoy Cole. (CD)Jack 


Crash and Burn "Kill A Punk For Rock and Roll" (Rodent Popsicle. POB 1143. Allston. MA 


02134). Gritty Garage Rock riffs and mammoth Sabbath-esque licks combine with straight on 
Punk Rock velocity to bring you seven tracks of no frills gutter swilling Rock by Crash and 
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Burn. Midtempo pummeling, wailing dirges and vomit spewed vocals create a singular riotous 
sound that truly tears it up. From the blaring, intense battering of the opening Kill A Punk For 
Rock and Roll, to the 70's Metal infused “Swear To God," the screeching chaotic fretboard 
shredding that is "Catholic High School Girls In Trouble," to the speedy straight ahead Punk 
Rock pounding of "Crawlspace," this release doesn't let up an inch intensity wise from start 
to finish. Though I've never been crazy about the whole retro trash Rock thing, this album 
proved an exception to the rule in my book. Simply put, clamorous, raw, Rock 
n'Roll.(CD)-Ramek 


Cravin' Dogs "Roots Rock Paper Scissors" (Preash, 1616 Trap Road. Vienna, VA 22182) 
At least they're honest in’the title about this being a Roots-Rock disc... Though they're not 
really a Roots-Rock band themselves, there are Similarities to Farmhouse -- the latest record 
by Phish -- in terms of the laid back feel, Country-esque harmonies and focus on stellar 
musicianship. | generally wouldn't listen to a group like Cravin' Dogs, but hey, | ain't wearing 
my "kill all hippies" shirt right now. (CD)-Darren 


The Crown "Deathrace King" (Metal Blade. 2828 Cochran St.. PMB 302, Simi Valley, CA 
93065). This is one of the most amazing up and coming bands on Metal Blade (or any other 
label for that matter)! This is the band's second release as "The Crown,” but fourth overall 
(their first two discs were released under the nane Crown Of Thorns). This is one of those rare 
bands that can take two great sounds and mix them together, even though they seemingly 
have nothing in common. Take the best there is of Gothernburg Swedish Metal and mix it with 
the intensity and fuck you attitude of say, Turbonegro Garage Punk, and you have The Crown. 
Nasty as hell with a punk ethic, but it has the vocals of the best Death Metal band. This is the 
perfect melding of these two worlds. Being a big fan of both styles of music this is the greatest 
compromise. Not to mention that The Crown is amazing live (even though | only got to see half 
their set because of traffic). Tomas from ATG and Mika from Impaled Nazarene also make 
vocal guests appearnces, as if the music isn't enough. You must own this, so get off your ass 
and get it... and pick up Hell Is Here while you're at it. (CD)-Myk 


Crucial Youth "The Posi-Machine'/"Singles Going Straight" (New Red Archives. POB 
2140501. San Francisco. CA 94121). | was saying to myself about two years ago "Why hasn't 
anyone re-released Crucial Youth?" Well, now it has happened. New Jersey's original Straight 
Edge band, Crucial Youth, are re-released on two CDs. This was back in 1987, way after the 
Minor Threat song, but this was the band that had me consider going Straight Edge, until | was 
21 and went to college, but that's a whole different story. So anyway, Crucial Youth is one of 
those bands that were forgotten in the pages of Straight-Edge books like All Ages: Reflections 
on Straight Edge by Beth Lahickey. But hey, maybe | should start writing my own book. 
Hmmm... anyway, Crucial Youth's The Posi-Machine is sing-a-long Hardcore at its best. 
Singles Going Straight is a collection of singles, demos, and live material. The quality of sound 
is not as good, but the message is still there. This Is for ALL the kids. (CD)Jack 


Cursive "Domestica” (Saddle Creek. POB 8554. Omaha. NE 68108). | heard Cursive broke 
up about a couple of years ago, and now they are back with a new CD. Yeah, | was really 
excited about it, and also that the band was touring. So | saw them (at Brownies) and bought 
their new CD from ‘em. Live, they played most of the songs off the new CD, so | wasn't into 
them as much. | went home and listened to the CD. It's more rock and progressive than there 
past Emo" days, with less heartfelt screaming as heard on their past two releases. But still, 
the songs and great packaging are still here and enjoyable. Tracks like "The Martyr," and "A 
Red So Deep," are standouts for me. A great release in the pile of crap out there 
today.(CD)Jack 


Cursive "Cursive's Domestica" (Saddle Creek, POB 8554, Omaha, NE 68108). This ain't no 
CD ‘bout love found and love lost. This band is about to show you their dark side. Fans might 
think that this new release is the autobiographical soundtrack to lead singer Tim Kasher's 
marriage and divorce; think again. The nine tracks on this CD are just the next phase in 
Cursive's politics of love and hate. This is their third full-length release and it is by far their 
most intense. Cursive have gotten tougher and more mature in sound. Domestica presents 
more melody, heavier guitars and lyrics with a sweet angry streak. Cursive delves into the side 
of Emo-core that most bands are afraid of. This CD can bring tears to your eyes | strongly 
recommend hearing it.(CD)-Lloyd 


Customers "Severbuddyappy" (Kazoo, 4413 28th Ave South, Minneapolis, MN 55406). 
Simple, basic, garagey Rock n' Roll. Their debut album was the first release on Neil Yong's 
own record label... Big whoop. Five raw songs about strippers, getting drunk, telling lies, and 
losing friends. You know you want it. Fans of Johnny Thunders and Jim Carrol will be 
pleased (CD)-Chris.Comm 


Daddy's Hands "Tutankhamun" (Cargo 4901-906 Morena Blvd, San Diego, CA 92117). | 
think the press bio's description of "a lounge act gone wrong, one too many Bloody Marys" is 
just about precise. My take on Daddy's Hands is Speedball Baby-meets-International Noise 
Conspiracy-meets-modern Tom Waits. Every song holds its own though, as keyboards, violin, 
saxophone and theremin all come in as they please above the effect-driven guitars and 
oddly-tuned drums. This record is better-suited for the PA at The Witches Brew in West 
Hempstead -- if anyone is gutsy enough to admit that they've been there!(CD)-Darren 


Dance Hall Crashers “The Live Album” (Pink & Black, POB 190516, San Francisco, CA 
94119). This is a great sounding live album from this well known poppy Ska band. This is okay, 
but not really my style. Twenty-five tracks in all, including a cover of Tom Petty’s "American 
Girl."(CD)-Mr. Noiz 


Dark Tranquility "Haven" (Century Media, 1453-A 14th St. #324. Sanata Monica, CA 90404). 
The kings of harmonic Gothenburg Metal return for their second release on Century Media, 
once again delving deep into the bag of musical innovation that has become their trademark. 
Dark Tranquility is a band that has no comparison and no equal. They play Gothenburg Death 
Metal better than any band, with maybe the exception of At The Gates. Dark Tranquility may 
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even have founded this style. Musically. this band could easily -- in their separate parts -- play 
any style of music. including Classical. Dark Tranquility incorporate Gothic music into their 
style. but their style becomes an entity, not just a blend. Bands like Macbeth and Paradise 
Lost -- as good as they are and as much as | love them both -- cannot even be mentioned in 
the same sentence. Dark Tranquility has managed to acheive all this through line-up changes 
without going to clean vocals. The growl still exists and punctuates the sheer brilliance of this 
band. This is what any Metal band with keyboards and growls strive to be. There is no better, 
no equal, and may never be one. This record isn't essential to your collection, their whole 
fucking catalog is mandatory!(CD)-Myk 


Darkest Hour "The Mark Of Judas" (MIA. 315 Church St.. 2nd Fl, New York. NY 10013). It 
is a real shame that MIA closed its doors, because they may have very well put out their best 
album just as the lock was turned. Darkest Hour hail from somewhere in the Maryland area, 
and blast out some of the most convincing Gothenburg sounding Metal to ever come out of 
the States. The vocals are very similar to that of Tomas from ATG, and the music has 
elements of several high profile bands ala Dark Tranquility and Tiamat. This is a superior disc 
in every way, The music the layout, the recording, are all excellent, and Darkest Hour tours, 
unlike their European counterparts. This is a real score for anyone looking for that diamond 
in the rough (CD)-Myk 


Day Gone Mission "Demo 001" (JPagano@attglobal net). Finally, there is something new on 
the local music scene to take note of Day Gone Mission are not another typical Punk Rock 
or Hardcore band. They are simply just a groove infected Rock and Roll party band. This three 
song CD demo displays a fresh new musical sound not being played by many bands from the 
New York area. DGM have a poppy, late '60s sound that probably will not appeal to the 
Hardcore kids but should get people between the ages of 25 and 35 interested in checking 
these guys out live (CD)-Lloyd 


Dead Empty "Blame Luck Blame Fate" (Cyclone. 24 Pheasant Run. Merrimack. NH 03054) 
"Had my first drink when | was nine, lost my way, lost my mind".,.and so it goes... and then this 
band does their thing. If ya think about the Casualties meeting Rancid, then ya might get a 
clue as to this band's sound. Could it be better? Yes. Should you give a shit? NO! These 
drunk bastards (or baaastards if ya from Boston) rip through a nice set of drunken tunes about 
"million dollar kids" and self-destructing. The music is what keeps this piece going though, as 
they sound like a few friends playin' some Punk Rock, There are even some punk chants for 
you punk-chanting whores in attendance. And, fuck, the opening words to one song 
are. "Woke up drunk today, same as yesterday." That's what |'m talkin’ about. However, it 
would be nice if the vocals were raised a bit, ya know, to hear ‘em better. For all the PBR 
drinking street punkers with CD players (Are you out there?)(CD)-~Corporate Whore 


Dee Snider "Never Let the Bastards Wear You Down" (Koch. 740 Broadway New York NY 
10003). The return of Dee Snider, one of the more prolific ‘80s Metal frontmen may prove to 
be just what the Rock world needs to give it a good kick in the ass. Staying hungry as ever, 
Snider and company rip through 10 tracks of high octane Rock and Roll ("Hard Core") that's 
heavy on the hooks and light on the sap. Keeping it upbeat and rocking basically throughout 
the whole 10 track offering. Snider and his more than capable counterparts out new twists on 
old standards (‘The Wanderer") and also give us some new bones to chew on that can stand 
right up to his previous work with Twisted Sister ("Ride Through The Storm," "Isn't It Time") 
as some good old stomping Rock tunes. If you want to hear some straight up. no gimmick 
Rock and Roll, check out how one of the seasoned veterans gets the job done, You'll be glad 
you did. (CD)-MikeSOS 


Deicide "Insineratehymn" (Roadrunner, 902 Broadway, New York, NY 10016). Florida Death 
Metal monsters Deicide are back with yet another bruising new release which showcases this 
quartet's extreme talent for writing tight, mega fast "evil Metal" which also delves in groove 
moshy territory. This time around the band is even tighter, more technical and awe-inspiring 
than ever before. Bassist/vocalist Glen Benton's pipes are more clear and understandable, but 
those trademark growls are still in check! Lyrics continue to be anti-christian and satanic. With 
song titles like "Bible Basher" and "Halls Of Warship" one can defintiely imagine a convent of 
nuns sweating profusely after one listen to this. For any Death Metal purist this is a must have, 
Deicide fan or not.(CD)-Alex 


The Dils "Class War" (Dionysus. POB 1975, Burbank. CA 91597). This disc compiles The 
Dils first 7" single that was originally released on What records way back from 1977 and about 
10 or so songs from a live record that was out a few years later The songs from the 7" have 
that familiar late '70's southern California Punk sound while the live material is raw sounding 
and not well produced. (CD)-Lloyd 


Disassociate "Imperfect World" (MIA. 315 Church St.. 2nd FI. New York. NY 10013). Ralphy 
Boy and company put out their biggest release to date, a cross between Grindcore and power 
electronics, similar to Bastard Noise. The effects on the vocals are a bit strange, but the record 
is heavy as hell. The drummer has got that non-stop go hardcore drum beat, and the guitars 
have the saw blade distortion. Vocally, this is almost the punk equivalent of Mortician. There 
is areason that Disassociate is such a long-time member of the New York scene -- they are 
dedicated to their music, and they are extremely hard working. (CD)-Myk 


Discordance Axis "The Inalienable Dreamless" (Hydra Head. POB 990248. Boston. MA 
02199) So you think you're a conisseur of heavy music, do you? Well, this mixture of 
Grindcore and Black Metal is as heavy as humanly possible. There are no slow parts or 
keyboards, just pure destruction. Dave Whitty of Black Army Jacket and Human Remains is 
featured on drums. surrounded by the only human beings that may be able to keep up with 
him. The vocals could've taught Lee Dorian a thing or two back in the Napalm days, the drums 
are almost as fast as the drum machine in Mortician, and the guitars could teach the guys in 
Krisiun a thing or two. This blistering attack redefines shred. It also comes in a really cool DVD 
case with a booklet. This is a must own from this killer band and label. (CD)-Myk 
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Domine “Dragonlord (Tales Of The Noble Steel)" (Metal Blade. 2828 Cochran St.. PMB 302. 
Simi Valley. CA 93065). This is the next in the wave of Power Metal revivals from Europe. 
Domine comes from Italy, and is one of the premiere acts already as this is only their second 
release. Vocally, the singer is not as operatic and over the top as bands like Rhapsody, but 
still moreso than Hammerfall or Primal Fear. Once again you find a band that has allowed 
keyboards to get too far into the recording mix; it has virtually subverted the guitars at times. 
The solos are okay -- nothing out of the ordinary -- but like most flowery Power Metal bands 
the drummer doesn't really get to show his stuff. It is very formulaic, as many of these bands 
are. There are far better bands, but there are also worse. There is nothing going on here to 
convince you to pick this up; it's an enjoyable listen if you like this kind of Metal , but really 
annoying if you don't.(CD)-Myk 


Dragstrip Courage "Echo Rock" (Viny/ Ritchie - www.dragstripcourage.com) While it is 
unfortunate that there are too many bands walking around with their Beatles, Elvis Costello, 
Radiohead and Who influences on their sleeves, it is fortunate that a band like Dragstrip 
Courage exists. They've got a layered sound thanks to all that extra reverb, and play timelees, 
guitar-driven Rock well, Rhode Island has finally given us something awesome besides err.. 
hmm... well, | think Me Myself & Irene was filmed there!(CD)-Darren 


Drowningman “Rock N' Roll Killing Machine” (Revelation, POB 5232. Huntington Beach. CA 
92615-5232). Discordant and complex are two words to describe these tunes from this 
Vermont five piece. This CD explodes with a sound combining similarities with Kiss It 
Goodbye, Snapcase and Assfactor 4. If you like Hardcore/Metal, you will love this. (CD)-Mr. 
Noiz 


Dysrhythmia "Contradiction" (Dysrhythmia, POB 43526, Philadelphia, PA 19106). Very 
progressive stuff. Though vocal-less, the guys in Disrhythmia like to have a lot of parts to their 
songs. In other words, they've got a lot of riffs to show for, assuming you can get past the 
uber-lengths of some of them tracks. But | do give credit where credit is do in terms of 
distinctly super musicianship!(CD)-Darren 


Edaline “| Wrote The Last Chapter For You" (Law Of Inertia, 61 E. 8th St. #125 New York. 
NY 10003). |'m not quiet sure of the logistics of this album, but its concept and layout is in the 
form of a book, with the songs laid out into chapters. Well, | haven't had a chance to read the 
lyrics, but the music is really good in a Christie Front Drive meets Hum sort of way.(CD)-Mr. 
Noiz 


Eidolon "Nightmare World" (Metal Blade, 2828 Cochran St.. PMB 302, Simi Valley, CA 
93065). Eidolon is a side project of King Diamond member Glen Drover, and also features ex- 
Infernal Majesty drummer Shawn Drover. Despite their roots, Eidolon plays a more classic 
style of Metal than their predesesors, very similar to other current bands like Nevermore, Blind 
Guardian, and Steel Prophet. Unlike many of the bands playing old school Metal , Eidolon has 
managed to find a vocalist that is not so harsh on the ears. He has good tone, and doesn't 
screech. An excellent, well-executed record. For fans of classic Iron Maiden and the 
NWOBHM .(CD)-Myk 


Embodyment "The Narrow Scope Of Things" (Solid State, POB 12698, Seattle. WA 98111) 
Solid State is quickly becoming one of my favorite labels. They have managed to put out 
crushing Metal albums, while still releasing stellar Hardcore and Emo records. Embodyment 
has parts of both those categories. While most bands these days sounds like Coalesce with 
some Emo thrown in for emphasis, Embodyment is the exact opposite. They are an Emo band 
that isn't afraid to use some blistering Hardcore to get their point across. Vocalist Sean has 
an amazing range, sounding like Tim Singer one minute, then doing a 180 to sound like 
Popeye from Farside. The sound structures are amazing, as is the CD's recording and the 
packaging. This is one of the few bands today (at least that | have heard) that truly remembers 
that the term is Emo-HARDCORE, not just Emo. They know where this music came from, and 
they use all those tools to their advantage. Definetly for fans of Farside and Lifetime, or 
anybody with a broad range of taste interested in hearing a great band that transcends 
genres. (CD)-Myk 


Enemy You "Where No One Knows My Name" (Lookout/ Panic Button, POB 148010, 
Chicago, IL 60614). Though Where No One Knows My Name is far from a groundbreaking 
record, it's definitely not lacking in hooks, catchiness or all that's in-between. It's more or less 
the typical quality album that you'd come to expect from Lookout or tghe like, only it's not 
trying to be cutesy. Love the album title though!(CD)-Darren 


The Eyeliners "Here Comes Trouble" (Lookout/Panic Button, POB 148010. Chicago. IL 
60614-8010). This one reminds me a lot about Sweet Revenge by The Bangs, another fine 
release indeed. The Eyeliners are cute, sassy and know how to rock. Thanks to the always 
splendid production of Mass Giorgini, this record has the "it sounds so vintage it's timelessly 
modern" fee! to it... Great all-girl Pop Punk that should widespread appeal.(CD)-Darren 


False Prophets “Blind Roaches And Fat Vultures: Phantasmagoric Beasts Of The Reagan 
Era" (Alternative Tentacles, POB 419092. San Francisco, CA 94141). This is one great 
collection, a big chunk history containing 21 False Prophet tracks from their out of print LPs 
and singles, with comp tracks. The False Prophets were one of the most musical and best 
known punk bands of the early ‘80's that played politically charged anthems for the youth, and 
were featured on the PEACE/WAR comp. There was a generation of kids who thought that 
these guys -- as well as bands like Reagan Youth and the Abused -- were the best There's 
almost a Surf element, similar to early DI and the other California beach bands. This is a must 
own, if not for the sheer brilliance of the music, then for the historical value. It also features 
extensive liner notes about each song, which are well worth the price of admission (CD)-Myk 


Fifteen "Hush" (Sub-City. POB 7495. Van Nuys. CA 91409). There are some bands that need 
no introduction. There are some bands that don't get bad reviews by this here punker. There 
are some bands that touch you and affect you in ways that are both explainable and 
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unexplainable. There are those bands that influence you in your everyday life. There are those 
bands that make you go get a tattoo to remind you how much that band means to you. That's 
what one of my favorite bands ever, Fifteen, is to me. Jeff Ott should be running for president. 
Maximum wage, motherfucker! Anyway, this CDEP is a tease to wet our lips for the release 
of Fifteen's next full-length, entitled Survivor, which | believe is due out by the time you read 
this Please go buy this CD. and that one when it comes out. You'd be doing yourself and your 
community a public service. The first song (which I'm assuming will be the title track on the 
full-length) goes into detail about getting beat up and abused physically, verbally and sexually 
by mom and dad, Then Jeff tells us how it all happened to him and how he "survived." It's true 
when he sings, “America is the place where the kids have broken hearts " Then when you 
think the song is over they bust into their take of ‘Til Tuesday's "Voices Carry." This is done 
to illustrate how abusers use the "Hush hush, keep it down now" mentality. “Every Year at this 
Time" shows an appreciation for life. ".. Hey have you seen the skies, they've been clear for 
days. | think we have survived another year.” Jeff then tells tales of kids dying on the streets 
and how hard it is and how lucky you are if you can find the means to pull through it all and 
make it to “another year." The last song is a total degradation of MaximumRockNRoll, 
appropriately titled. "MRR." Jeffs opinion is that, "in the hour and 28 minutes you spent writing 
for yr zine about, selling out, piercing your tongue," and other issues, people are starving on 
the street, dying, etc. | agree and diagree with Mr. Ott on this song | mean, reviews and 
articles are always someone's opinion, but it's truly a waste of time to write about who isn't 
"punk rock" because they don't meet your own egocentric criteria. |'m just glad he didn't rag 
on UTV. Love you Jeff, and | can't wait to get the full-length. Please come to New York with 
your acoustic guitar!!!(CD)-Chris.Ccomm 


Finger Eleven "The Greyest Of Blue Skies" (Wind Up/BMG. 72 Madison Ave.. 8th Fl, New 
York. NY 10016). Ontario, Canada's Finger Eleven are a brilliant quintet that dishes out 
groove-laden, hook driven Alterna-Indie Rock which fuses such influential elements like 
Quicksand. Tool and the band's Canadien counterparts. | Mother Earth. Part crunch, part 
melody, Finger Eleven manage to create a slick balance of subtle and in your face sonic 
energy. All 11 songs are well-produced, well thought out and catchier then the West Nile virus 
Nevermind dillweed bands such as Bush and Creed, this outfit is five times edgier then the 
aformentioned If you're sick of the present alternacrap polluting the K-Rock airwaves, focus 
your attention on this dynamic release (CD)-Alex 


Fireballs of Freedom "Total Fucking Blowout!" (Estrus. POB 2125. Bellingham. WA 98277) 
How the fuck does Estrus find these bands? Fireballs of Freedom play some of the best gin- 
soaked screeching feedback RAWK I've ever heard...| can't fuckin’ believe how good this 
is. what I'd give to be a fly on the studio wall when this was recorded! This is an exhausting, 
unbelievably harsh boxin' o' the ears, and man, these guys know their shit musically. Possible 
one of the best finds from the consistently excellent Estrus stable. and one of my faves for this 
year It has to be hear!(CD)-Rich 


Fister "Phrenum" (PHD. London. UK). | Know nothing about this band's background, but they 
play one of the most original styles of music | have heard in a long time. It's partly Hardcore, 
partly new Metal . with some Death Metal vocals, and there are even some Alterna-Rock 
influences. The vocalist is all over the place, at times sounding like the vox from Quicksand 
The guitarist has a sound that is crystal clearly recorded, but has several levels of distortion; 
at times it sounds like System Of A Down. The drummer sounds like a huge guy beating the 
shit out of a little three-piece kit, making the most use out of it. Tempo changes similar to 
those used by Coalesce or Dillinger Escape Plan, mixed with constant pounding and varied 
vocal stylings make this a unique record. This is original heavy music, and something 
everybody should check out, as it doesn't come all that often (CD)-Myk 


Fuel ‘Monuments To Excess’ (Broken Rekids. POB 460402. San Francisco. CA 94146). This 
is lame on my behalf, but what the hell, it describes this so well. This is directly from the 
Broken Rekids web page: "This is a re-release of a re-release that was originally on Allied 
Records from the late lamented Bay Area purveyors of the DC-esque Emo sound. Produced 
by Kevin Army, this CD-only release features the band's entire recorded history on one 
user-friendly piece of laser-read plasticoptics.” Just imagine how good this must be if they are 
re-re-releasing it. Folks who like Dischord Records stuff will like this also (CD)-Mr. Noiz 


Fury Of Five “This Time It's Personal" (Victory. POB 146546. Chicago IL 60614). | just don't 
get this band. They are kinda like Merauder, but not as good. | never got the whole thug core 
thing Hardcore was never about how "hard" the listener was, it was about being harder than 
Punk Rock. This is bad Metal core, with no punk whatsoever, but it is all based around how 
“hard" the band members are. The musicians aren't particularly good -- not the worst, but not 
good -- not to mention there's a picture of the band members with weapons on the back. | don't 
see any redeeming qualities in this band, and would rather listen to AF or Warzone They were 
the roots of this crap anyway. They just kept touch with Punk Rock and supporting each other, 
not beating everybody down (CD)-Myk 


The Fuses "Are Lies" (Reptillian. 403 S. Broadway. Baltimore, MD 21231) Noisy, raucous 
shout-a-long punk that's somewhere in between The Clash, Social Distortion and The 
International Noise Conspiracy. It's impossible to understand the words unless they've become 
your focus, and if you're choosing to listen to the lyrics first and foremost -- you ain't Punk 
Rock. Twelve songs, 23 minutes. Consider me intrigued. (CD)-Darren 


FYP "Come Home Smelly" (Theologian. POB 1070. Hermosa Beach. CA 90254). Josh Freese 
guest drumming? |'m all ears... Otherwise you've got stuff that falls in-between Wax, Goldfinger 
and NOFX. Sarcastically funny yet uber-catchy stuff like "Pink Slipped" and "God Don't Give 
2 Shits About Me" will likely be sticking in my head for weeks. Mad props to FYP, 
yo (CD)-Darren 


FYP "Toys That Kill" (Recess. POB 1112. Torrance. CA 90505). Well, after 10 years of 


making sloppy, catchy obnoxious, and down right fun Punk Rock the boys of FYP have 
decided to call it a day. For the band's farewell aloum. Toys That Kill, FYP stays true to the 
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sound of their two previous releases, but manage to get a bit more melodic. This is the band's 
third straight album to be produced by Blag Dahlia of the Dwarves along with Josh Freese from 
the Vandals playing drums. The CD comes equiped with an inlay booklet that runs through the 
band's history by way of written material and exclusive photos. Over the past couple of years 
| have enjoyed FYP's music, and | am looking forward to hearing Toys That Kill (the band) 
which will feature ex FYP members. (CD)-Lloyd 


Galactic Cowboys "Let It Go" (Metal Blade. 2828 Cochran St. PMB 302. Simi Valley, CA 
93065). Talk about bands I'm glad to see go! This is GC's last album, as they've called it quits 
| never liked this band, and never understand ‘em. They are like pop Metal . Nothing really 
happens in the songs. The drummer doesn't do anything extraordinary, the vocals are so 
bubblegum it pisses you off, and the bass is non-existent. For fans of this band (if there are 
any left at this point) they did secure some quality sounding live recordings. This record is so 
dull it does for Metal what Britney Spears does for Pop. Bubblegum for the Metal crowd, similar 
to the later years of the Goo Goo Dolls (another band | never understood). (CD)-Myk 


The GC5 "Kisses From Hanoi" (Outsider. POB 92708. Long Beach. CA 90809). Catchy, 
classic style Punk. Fast and LOUD. Amazing for a band that only started out four years ago. 
This reminds me of The Clash and other old school Punk bands Recommeneded tracks: 
"Nothing but These Songs" and "Bodies." This is good for throwing a party, going a little 
crazy. (CD)-Asshole #9 


The Goons "No Leaders" (American Punk, 802 South Broadway. Baltimore. MD 21231). 
Energetic, driving early '80s SoCal-style Hardcore Punk played with uncompromising 
aggression, and a fair dose of melody. Four chord bursts of raging sing-along sensibilities, and 
raw fuming rage on songs like "Self Destruct," "Young Man," and “Hey You" conjures up 
images of intense circle pits, and mammoth sing-alongs. Not wholly original in style or 
approach, the unbridled energy and intensity with which these guys tear through song after 
song still sets them apart from the pack.(CD)-Ramek 


Gorefest "Chapter 13" (SPV USA. POB 360, East Windsor, NJ 08520). The final recording 
of this seminal Metal band, this is the US debut for this 1998 release. It features an 
unbelievable package with lyrics and photos, and a top notch recording. Towards the end of 
Gorefest's career, their pioneering ways had turned away many fans. This record is a little 
heavier and more gothic, somewhat of a return to their early ways whithout totally 
compromising their vision. This would appeal to fans of the later stylings of Paradise Lost, 
Tiamat, and Dark Tranquility, all being bands that started out palying extreme Death Metal, 
then forged on to create new artistic routes despite all the critisism they received doing so. 
This is also similar to the sound that The Crown has on their newer records, possessing some 
of that raw Garage Punk energy, and Stooges-esque guitar Rock This is a very encompassing 
record that far surpasses the grasp of the average narrow-minded Death Metal listener, 
shooting right for the conisseur. It's a tragedy that after achieving such a high standard 
Gorefest called it quits. (CD)-Myk 


Grey Area "Fanbeltalgebra” (Victory. POB 146546, Chicago, IL 60614). Grey Area returns for 
their second effort, and they arrive with a lot of fine tuning in hand. Once again they blast out 
a combination of old school New York Hardcore mixed with tons of DC influences. Bands like 
Dag Nasty and 7 Seconds come to mind when listening to these works. Unfortunately, the 
biggest weakness on this album was the biggest problem with the first album. As good as 
Ernie was at all the instruments he played in assorted bands, | really don't like his vocals; they 
are kind of high-pitched and get lost in the music. Grey Area would be a lot more commanding 
with some power in the vocal spot. This record's composition and artwork are excellent, and 
even Ernie's vocals do the job and get the point across... but, it would be a near masterpiece 
with someonce doing the belting. Maybe with a few more years practice, Ernie can develop 
the vocal strength to carry it. | hope he does, so then | can hold Grey Area in the same 
esteem as Token Entry and In Your Face.(CD)-Myk 


Gun and Doll Show "Live: New Blood" (Fortune, www. fortunerecords.com). Gun and Doll 
Show is definitely a very unique outfit. On their newest live release, the seven person (four 
guys, three girls) collective showcase their Rock and pop sensibilities, throwing every genre 
and style into their musical potpourri, all to the adulation of a live audience. Judging by their 
impeccable live performance, GADS seems like an unbeatable performing force. Taking 
smidgens of Hard Rock ("Death of Rock and Roll,” "Thief For Love") with tinges of New Wave 
quirk a la Talking Heads ("What | Hate About Punks," "Spirit Song") while never letting up on 
the big Rock sound that a seven member band can project, Gun and Doll Show may just have 
a winning formula on their hands. If you like your Rock hard to categorize but easy to enjoy, 
then you should become a card-carrying member of the Gun and Doll Club.(CD)-MikeSOS 


Halford "Resurrection" (Sanctuary. 1540 Broadway. New York, NY 10036). Rejoice, all 
metalheads, as the Y2K has brought us many bright spots to hold near and dear to our 
hardened hearts. First comes the return of Iron Maiden with a triple guitar assault and Bruce 
firmly back in the fold, then straight out of the closet comes a rejuvenated Rob Halford, leather 
and all. Halford comes back to the realm of Metal with a 12 track disc that screams for 
vengeance a la Priest's Painkiller and shows Halford and company to be back in the Metal 
state of mind that we know and love good old Rob for. From the opening riffs of the title track 
to "The One You Love To Hate," a totally Metal duet with Bruce Dickinson that'll have you 
raising your horned hands in unison, it's obvious that Halford has returned to his old self, 
complete with the signature falsetto screams ("Night Fall") and enough lyrical depth to fill a 
puddle (hey, Rob isn't exactly Chaucer). It's Metal , baby, and we've got one of our favorite 
sons back! Halford actually does a fine job reaffirming his place in the Metal thick of things with 
Resurrection, matching ear-splitting riffs to supercharged anthems that make you proud to be 
a Metal head again. (CD)-MikeSOS 


The Hangmen "Metallic |OU" (Acetate. 2020 Broadway. 2nd Fl. Santa Monica. CA 90404). 
Great album title... All in all, The Hangmen can be lumped in with Motochrist, The 
Supersuckers and all those other bands that like partying as much as they do Motorhead and 
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The Ramones. However, you might be reminded a tad of Rocket From The Crypt here and 
there, which certainly isn't a bad thing! Metallic [OU is a fun listen all the way through, as the 
group incorporates some real production into the mix. However, if they thought they could get 
by without me mentioning Rami Jaffee from The Wallflowers playing keyboards on two tracks 
- they're wrong. Yes, I'm not too Punk Rock to admit to knowing the names of all the guys in 
The Wallflowers. ..(CD)-Darren 


Hate Eternal "Conquering The Throne" (Wicked World. 43 West 38th St.. 2nd FI, New York. 
NY 10018). Erik Rutan of Morbid Angel fame returns with what | believe is Hate Eternal's 
second album, a sheer sonic attack of brutal Death Metal that harkens back to the early days 
of MA. The vocals are almost painful in sound. ranging from a mid level Death growl to a much 
higher pitched scream. The drums are extremely fast and technical, but have a little of that 
hollow sound at times. The guitars are the best part of the recording. Leaving behind the stale, 
one dimensional riffs that have become mandatory in Death Metal , Erik is all over the place 
Riffs that sound like they should come out of the keyboard on a Dimmu Borgir record mix with 
crushing power chords and then jump into walls of noise during the solos. This is the sound 
that made Florida famous taken to the next level. Hate Eternal will undoubtably put their name 
in the big book along with Cannibal Corpse, Morbid Angel. and Deicide as mandatory listening 
in the Death Metal field (CD)-Myk 


Hed(pe) "Broke" (Jive. 137-139 West 25th St. New York. NY 10001). Hed Pe could easily be 
grouped as just another one of those B-boy Rap rockers when in fact they're one of the few, 
if not the only band in their genre that really have a handle on how to use the Rap-Rock 
combination successfully. Maybe it's the constant touring that matured this Bay Area sextet 
since their potentially dangerous yet flawed debut album, but Broke delivers 12 solid tracks 
that have as much sonic boom as it does street credibility. From the staccato guitars that open 
"Killing Time” to the lyrically double entendred melodic "Bartender," what we've got on our 
hands here is a volatile mix of big ass beats ("Feel Good") and loads of tough guy trash talk 
("| Got You," "Stevie") complete with the attitude and the uncanny ability to keep it real without 
Bizkit-ing out. Taking the pimp Rock genre to a new level, Hed Pe's latest has raised the bar 
that much higher for all the copycat bands to live up to and fail miserably in the process 
You've been warned, now pick it up and be enlightened (CD)-MikeSOS 


Hepcat "Push 'N' Shove" (Epitaph/Hellcat. 2798 Sunset Blvd, Los Angeles 90026). Two 
summers ago we had bands on the radio saying “pick it up" and "ch... ch ch" -- now Ska is 
commercially doomed as everybody's sold their three-piece suits to Good Will and other finer 
thrift stores and cannot admit to ever saying "pick it up" and "ch... ch ch". Regardless. Hepcat 
still sounds like Hepcat, first-wave Ska or traditional-Reggae, depending on who you're talking 
to Certainly not a bad album by my standards, I'd just rather listen to something else that'll 
psyche me up and have me singing along... (CD)-Darren 


Horace Pinker "Copper Regret" (Coldfront. POB 8345. Berkeley. CA 94707). Now that they've 
got Chris Bauermeister from Jawbreaker in the picture, there's no stopping Horace Pinker 
They play real-deal Rock and Roll that incorporates minor elements of Emo and Pop Punk 
every now and then. Though I've only heard five songs by Horace Pinker (courtesy of this EP) 
| see a lot ahead of them in terms of commercial and critical success. While the art concept 
is also hella cool, make sure that you're getting a good price for Copper Regret as it clocks 
in two seconds over the 15 minute mark... (CD)-Darren 


Hot Snakes "Automatic Midnight" (Sympathy For the Record Industry - no address). This San 
Diego "supergroup" consissts of two guys from Drive Like Jehu (one the leader of Rocket 
From the Crypt), one guy from Tanner, and the drummer from Delta 72. This is 45 minutes of 
Punk RAWK, with noisy Jehu-like sounds that totally kick ass. | am a big fan of this sound, 
and this just makes me happy. If you are a fan of Drive Like Jehu, then look no further. This 
is your essential CD to buy this year.(CD)Jack 


Houston "Overhead" (SBR. 3010 Hennepin Ave. S. PMB 667. Minneapolis. MN 55408) 
Hmmm... can this band be named after the hardcore porno actress known as Houston. or that 
Texan city which features a baseball team known as the Astros? Well, regardless of how this 
band conceived its name, this outfit actually hails from Minneapolis and displays plenty of Emo 
flavored tendencies on this 18 track effort. While certain songs like the chord heavy "Bender" 
and the punkish "Sunday In December" thrive on high octane energy. some of the tracks on 
this CD wind up being a total waste of time. I'm speaking in reference to the noisy, feedback 
drenched, instrumental pieces which are interwoven throughout most of this disc. These 
pieces wind up preventing a free flowing vibe to take place here. So really what you're getting 
is 10 cuts out of 18 worth paying attention to. Nothing hurrendous here, however I'm sure this 
group will improve with time. (CD)-Alex 


Hybrid Mutants ‘Christine’ (Lem Recordings. POB 3052. Summerville. SC 29484). | think 
what | have is an interactive press kit with about six southern-fried old style Hardcore tunes 
If you still listen to heavy punk (basically non-sellout punk) then you will definitely like 
this (CD)-Mr. Noiz 


Hypnos (Morbid. Postfach 3. D-03114 Drebkau. Germany). This band features two members 
of Krabathor. |'m not exactly sure if Hypnos is their new band or a side project, but it's different. 
Where Krabathor bordered on Black Metal , there is no mistaking Hypnos' purposefully playing 
unadulterated Death Metal . The double kick speed is almost unfathomable, somewhere 
between Pete Sandoval and the drummer from Krisiun (| know he's a brother, | just don't 
remember his first name). The vocals are vicious and heavy, but not ridiculous. The bass 
sound is pretty good, and the guitar riffs are killer. though the sound they go for with the solos 
leave something to be desired. As a first offering. this band has real potential. A four song EP 
is a great way to get people to give your work a try. Hypnos doesn't join the Death Metal elite 
by any means. but it's well worth following their promising career to see what they 
become (CD)-Myk 


Hypocrisy "Into the Abyss" (Nuclear Blast. POB 43618. Philadelphia. PA 19106). Hypocrisy 
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comes out with another chest-pounding, heart-stopping Death Metal release that's sure to 
wake the dead and leave scars. Their 10 track disc contains some of the most calculatingly 
brutal riffs this side of Carcass ("Blinded"). On their tenth release, this Stockholm trio delivers 
the goods, blending all of the various sounds that have defined the Swedish scene and in turn, 
making /nto the Abyss a virtual handbook into the world of underground Metal. From the 
keyboard induced trance of "Unleash The Beast" and "Unfold The Sorrow’ to the blast beat 
mayhem of "Total Eclipse," Hypocrisy have once again showed why they are one of the 
premiere bands in the whole scene today.(CD)-MikeSOS 

If you're a fan of the whole European Metal scene, this disc is essential 


Imbroco “Are You My Lionkiller?” (Deep Elm. POB 36939. Charlotte, NC 28236). Featuring 
ex-members of Mineral and the Stereo, and current members of Pop Unknown and the 
Impossibles, Imbroco bring a heavier sound than Mineral, but still embrace the dynamics of 
any band that they were compared to (ie, SDRE). It seems like most of these songs are great 
with a similar direction, while a couple are less then lackluster and go in-a far different direction 
(example: a banjo-esge ditty, and a tense ballad that | was starting to like as | tried to find what 
| didn't like about it). In the end, this disk is pretty good, and | would recommend this CD to 
Foo Fighters fans.(CD)-Mr. Noiz 


Immoral Fibres (www.immoralfibres.com). |mmoral Fibres are a five piece from NYC that 
takes pages out of the Pop-Rock songbook and add a little touch of darkness ("Handrail") to 
create something that is very rare these days, pop music with an edge! Their six song CD 
bursts with hooky choruses and bouncy rhythms a la Third Eye Blind and Splender, yet these 
guys seem to go that extra mile to not be piled in the generic section. Is it their solid grasp on 
how a song should build up to a crescendo (Vital Signs") or is it their chameleon-esque ability 
to sound so radically different from song to song? | mean, vocals that go from Johnny of the 
Goo Goo Dolls to Dave Mustaine ('Hollow')? That's range, boys and girls! In any event, if this 
CD is any indication, Immoral Fibres may be on the verge of something big soon. Check them 
out if you believe in the power of Rock and Roll. (CD)-MikeSOS 


In Aeternum "The Pestilent Plague" (Necropolis. 136 Lawrence St., Suite 3A, Brooklyn, NY 
11201). This is the second release from Sweden's In Aeternum. Following in the steps of 
bands like Dissection, In Aeternum walk that razor sharp line between Death and Black Metal 

Musically they are almost entirely Death Metal . The bass lines and drums reek of a pounding 
Death or Obituary record, but the guitar and vocals are something entirely different. The 
guitars features lightning fast riffs and progressions that are only seen in the most extreme of 
Black Metal bands, and the vocals sound like they could come out of Dead himself. The 
blurred boundries make this record fierce. Recorded at Abyss studios, it features that Swedish 
sound that is all but trademarked. Once again, the cover is done by Metal legend Necrolord, 
and the art just about conveys the the fury and fierocity to be heard within. This is the kind of 
record bands strive for’ it's still savage, but at the same time can't be stylistically pigeonholed 
This is a true underground Metal record of the highest intensity. (CD)-Myk 


In Extremo "Verehrt Und Angespien" (Meta! Blade, 2828 Cochran St., PMB 302, Simi Valley. 
CA 93065). The return of the monster from the Middle Ages. Seven Viking warriors that mix 
classic European tunes with modern day Metal riffs, similar to the direction that Primordial and 
Hagalaz Runedance have taken their music. Mead, chalices, swords and wenches all come 
to mind while listening to this original piece. Any Metal that can utilize bagpipes is something 
unto it itself. This is for fans of Grave Digger and other epic Viking bands like 
Enslaved. (CD)-Myk 


Incantation "The Infernal Storm" (Relapse. 1720 State Rd, Upper Darby, PA 19082). Eight 
new tracks from one the longest running Death Metal acts in the US, recorded by Bill Korecky, 
who is responsible for such greats as Earth Crisis and Integrity. The recording features a just 
slightly cleaner guitar sound than in the past, making an already crisp sound even more sharp. 
New vocalist Mike is a punishing barrage of throat slitting growls that might just be heavier 
than any other Incantation recording to date. Also Dave of Malevalent Creation takes over the 
drum reigns and at inconceivable speeds. This is probably the best Incantation recording ever, 
as they have found a line up that can actually play the technical notes at the high speeds 
Incantation finally has put out the recording that commands the respect of the entire Metal 
community, for this will go down as a foundation for a new decade. Incantation remembers that 
Death Metal started in the States are on a mission to prove that the best is still made here 
right at home. With The Infernal Storm they have a hell of an argument. (CD)-Myk 


Interstellar Overdrive (Stereotrain Music...no address...www.ioband.com). What we have 
here is three songs from a band that's (judging by the sleeve art) has seemingly appeared from 
out of nowhere. The album starts off with a distinct Emo sound, but then progresses into what 
sounds like British pop. It kind of reminds me of the stuff I've heard from Oasis, but a lot better. 
The third song sounds a tad like something from the first Weezer album, then moves towards 
Oasis again...well, except Oasis on a lot of acid. In the faint background there are cries which 
are kind of freaky. Come to think of it, these songs are kind of weird, but | find myself enjoying 
them anyhow. They even use a keyboard at times, adding to the overall mesh of quirky sounds 
they deliver. A nice listen, and only three songs was nice, ‘cause |'m not so sure it would work 
as well as a full-length. (CD)-Corporate Whore 


Iron Fire "Thunderstorm" (Noise, 12358 Ventura Blvd, Suite 386. Studio City, CA 91604). Iron 
Fire is a band that was signed because fans picked them in an amateur contest on the Noise 
website: a quick listen to even the first track and you'll know why. At the tender age of 18 
these Metal lions are already masters, ripping out anthems that will have Hammerfall, Blind 
Guardian, and even Kai Hanson taking notice. They shred through a set of songs that lay 
somewhere between Helloween and Manowar. They are already mature enough to get a stellar 
package put together... there is an epic feel to this; one wants to raise a chalice and drink too 
much. The vocal chords of the young frontmasn are not only well developed, but not overused, 
either. The gruff vocalist seems to have barely tapped into his range, keeping in pace 
stysitically; at times the music will remind you of marching, battles, and conquering heroes. 
This is one of the best crafted debuts I've ever heard. | look forward to a stunning career from 
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these neophytes, and hope to see them on the road with some of their better contemporaries. 
This maybe the best Power Metal album of 2000. (CD)-Myk 


Isis "Celestial" (Escape Artist. POB 472. Downingtown. PA 19335). Talk about a departure 
from earlier releases. Unlike the early works that were reminiscent of the bands that make up 
Isis (ie, Cable), this record is closer to Don Caballero in style. There rae long, driving, 
instrumentals with schrieks that are more reminiscent of being skinned alive than vocals. This 
is Isis's first full-length, sporting two previous EPs. This could be the band's true epic. This is 
a masterpiece that will long transcend the Hardcore genre it's derived from. An experimental 
work that may be closer to a Projekt release than an Escape Artist release. This is genius that 
hopefully will not be lost on a crowd more interested in kick boxing than artistic 
prowess (CD)-Myk 


Jack Potential “Alibis' (Deep Reverb. POB 986. Arlington. VA 22216). There's a very 
Quicksand/ Hum sound here, but despite my being very biased to this type of stuff. this seems 
to lack energy and emotion. | guess this has the potential to be jack. (CD)-Mr. Noiz 


Judgement Of Paris "Conversion" (Projekt Archive, POB 166155. Chicago. IL 60616). This 
is are-release of JOP's out of print album on a smaller label. It is now remastered with a few 
bonus tracks thrown on that were hand-picked by the band. It's Ethereal guitar Rock ala Dead 
Can Dance and Love Spirals Downwards. The vocals are very similar to those of the early 
‘80's New Wave bands, very soothing and secondary to the music. There is an earthy feel to 
this. but it's far too ROCK to be New Age. There is somewhat of a merging of the two styles 
here almost a latter day Peter Gabriel World feel. The orchestration is excellent, and the 
remastered sound quality is superb. While a few of Projekt's recent releases haven't done 
much for me, this is a real return to the quality the label has always tried to uphold. (CD)-Myk 


Kalel "Demo 2000" (Contact Kalel/Mike Dyan at 718.204.0792). Holy smoke, this CDEP packs 
more punch then a Vegas Mike Tyson fight! This Queens, New York-based is masterful at 
spewing gargantuan guitar riffs, well sung/screamed vocals and crafty time signatures n’ beats 
The shadow of early Helmet, Cro-Mags and Orange 9mm looms throughout all five tracks. This 
band deserves a promising future (CD)-Alex 


Kenziner "The Prophecies" (Metal Blade, 2828 Cochran St. PMB 302, Simi Valley. CA 
93065). Kenziner is liscenced from Leviathan records to Metal Blade, and is another in the 
long line of bands that will fall into the operatic Power Metal genre. These bands seem to be 
poping up like weeds in the recent past. but this particular album does have some names 
attached to it. The biggest note on this album is that it is produced by David T. Chastain; it has 
that galloping sound that permeates this style of music. The guitars are about as prominnent 
as the keyboards in these compositons, while the drums are a little more inventive than in 
many of the bands playing this kind of music. The vocals are a little rough. somewhat of a 
surprise for a band like this. On the whole, Kenziner is not as flowery as Rhapsody and their 
ilk. but much more keyboard oriented than the founders of the style like Helloween and Iron 
Maiden. There's a lot of really good stuff going on here if you like this style. One of the better 
discs I've gotten this issue for Power Metal (CD)-Myk 


Kottonmouth Kings "High Society" (Capito/...awesome building they've got...). There were 
really only two things | knew about the Kottonmouth Kings before | heard High Society, One 
being that they love ganja. and two, my friend from The Benjamins had gotten high with them 
back in the day... You can tell that the label told the band to record something in that Crazy 
Town-meets-Insane Clown Posse "we're gonna brag about our habits and talk trash in the 
process" Rap Metal -core kind of niche. Hard to classify, true, but very easy to predict what's 
gonna come next on this disc. However, I'm not gonna deny the fact that High Society is feel 
good music that is blastable in any car with phatty bass...(CD)-Darren 


Krakatoa "Channel Static Blackout" (Second Nature. POB 11543. Kansas City. MO 64138) 
The return of the mid-west Hardcore scene. Krakatoa is a cross between Endpoint and 
Agnostic Front. Musically they have that early Louisville sound, but vocally it is Roger Miret 
all the way. It is not a rip off mind you; it sounds pretty genuine. There are parts that border 
on Promise Ring style Emo and blast right up to the early Doghouse Records’ sound. This is 
a great mix with amazing artwork and proves once again that Second Nature only releases 
quality recordings. Yet another triumph for the Kansas City boys.(CD)-Myk 


Lancaster County Prison "Death Waltz 2000" (Coolidge. 157 Coolidge Terrace. Wyckoff. 
NJ 07481) This is an unentertaining stab at Johnny Cash crossed with (Young) Pioneers, 
shocasing lackluster singing with banjos, harps, pianos, bagpipes etc. Think a drunk, Country 
Punk wannabe Pogues... Then think of choosing a different career path.(CD)-Chris.Comm 


Leatherface "Horsebox" (BYO. POB 67A64. Los Angeles. CA 90067). The first thing | will 
have to admit, is that | am not truly familiar with the catalog of this band. | understand their 
near legendary status with their fans. but it's just a band | never picked up on, probably due 
in part to the fact that this is their first studio album in seven years. The vocals remind me of 
across between Lemmy of Motorhead and the guy on the early Pogues records. The music 
reminds me of early '90's Pop Punk meets the Police. There are strong elements of New Wave 
running through the guitar sound, as there are some Mod parts. The vocals are so gruff they 
almost overshoot the uptempo sound of the music. You could just as easily see Frankie 
singing for the Exploited as for Down By Law. The band is very wide ranging in their influences 
and expression. From what | understand, from some really big Leatherface fans, Mush Is the 
album to get, but being that this is my first real experience with them, |'m pretty impressed with 
this (CD)-Myk 


Lengsel "Solace" (Solid State. POB 12698. Seattle. WA 98111). Solid State continues to 
tread the path further away from the Hardcore roots and sign European Metal acts instead 
Lengsel contains one of the members of Extol, also signed to Solid State. Solace is very 
reminiscent of Emperor at times, but most bands from Norway these days do that There are 
also hints of Dimmu Borgir and Old Man's Child on this album. Like many albums | get 
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recently, the biggest weakness here is the vocalist. Stylistically, he is similar to |hsahn and 
even Garm at times, but he doesn't measure up to Ihsahn's screeches and he isn't as 
operatically capable as Garm. Lengsel, like many bands today, probably got signed because 
they are rooted in the Norweign Black Metal scene; along those same lines though, they have 
a much higher standard to live up to. In a land of kings, Lengsel is but a prince and will need 
training before they can romp amongst the elite. (CD)-Myk 


Libraness "Yesterday and Tomorrows Shells" (Tiger Style. 149 Wooster St. 4th Fl. New York. 
NY 10012). This is a solo recording from Ash Bowie of Polvo and Helium. | haven't heard too 
much from either of those bands, so | can't say that if you like them you'll like this. What | can 
tell you is | don't like unending and irritating noise, with occasional, "Okay I'll sing this here" 
words. (CD)-Chris.Comm 


Lonely Kings "Divit' (Coldfront. POB 8345. Berkeley. CA 94707). An EP on Coldfront? Nah. 
The Lonely Kings remind me of Face To Face through its various eras and lineups, and that 
certainly ain't a bad thing to me. Very sincere and interesting lyrics, in my humble opinion, as 
songs like "For All That | Am" and "Where Have All The Heroes Gone?" do not go unnoticed 
by me. | envision "Divit" being played being sets at Brownies. (CD)-Darren 


Luddite/Clone "The Arsonist and The Architect" (Relapse, POB 2060 Upper Darby PA 
19082). Noise rockers Luddite/Clone's six song disc has everything you'd expect from a 
Relapse artist; out and out brutality, a mixture of Grind, Death and extreme Metal and pure 
mayhem in general. This New Jersey quintet have a penchant for taking some skull-shaking 
riffs ("Bottom King") and taking them to the next level of sick with their lunatic fringe rhythms 
and offbeat song structure. Imagine the power of Pantera with the progressive overtones of 
Candiria with the devil may care attitude of Brutal Truth ("Arthropod") and what you've got is 
a six song release that will snap necks as it turns your head wondering "what the hell was 
that"? Bonecrushing and worth every cent. Pick it up and feel the burn.(CD)-MikeSOS 


Luddite|Clone "The Arsonist and The Architect" (Relapse. POB 2060. Upper Darby. PA 
19082), This is one brutal piece of plastic, an EP that just leaves the listener decimated. The 
six songs last somewhere in the area of 18 minutes, and are even packaged in artwork that 
looks like scribblings from a menatl patitent. Power Violence the likes of this has not been 
heard since the Drop Dead/Eucharist tours of '95. Luddite|Clone resides somewhere between 
Gutter Punk and Grindcore; the band is not in a happy place, and is determined to drag the 
listener in. The vocalist makes the guy from Dillinger look like a rank amateur, and the 
drummer definetly spent a lot of time watching Dave Whitey in their New Jersey homeland 
The guitarist has a vast range, from Punk, to Grind, to outright Death Metal. This is just 
punishing, and must be heard to be believed (CD)-Myk 


Mad Caddies “The Holiday Has Been Canceled” (Fat Wreck Chords, POB 193690. San 
Francisco, CA 94119). |'m not sure if the Mad Caddies are a Ska-Core band or a very heavy 
pop band with horns. There are five songs on this EP and they are all over the map -- there's 
even an ABBA cover. The first track opens with a depression era Jazz/Blues bit, but blasts into 
a really powerful Metal crooning session. This is an awesome EP and is highly 
recommended. (CD)-Mr. Noiz 


Milligram (Tortuga. POB 15608. Boston, MA 02215). The return of Jonah from Only Living 
Witness and Miltown, and what a triumphant return it is! While | was a huge OLW fan, | wasn't 
totally hooked the same way on Miltown. This is a return to the old infatuation, with 
Hardcore/Rock vocals that really shine through. The guitars have this filthy sound but are well- 
played, and the drums are a throwback to OLW. This is a masterpiece as only these New 
Englanders can muster. It was a real surprise, as | wasn't even aware Jonah had a new 
project. This label is a collaborator with Hydra Head, and it really shows in the packaging, 
which is glossy paper with great artwork and photos. It has been a long time coming for a band 
like this, and it's finally here. Do yourself a favor and pick up on one of the great 
ones. (CD)-Myk 


Miniwatt "Rectifiers" (Arbeid, 616 Willett Ave. East Providence, Ri...). Eleven songs, three 
guys, and twenty-something minutes. Not Punk Rock, not Hardcore. This East Providence trio 
labels themselves as. "indie wave, new wave, and tidal wave." They threw Punk in there, but 
| don't hear any Punk goin' on. They kinda sound like Sonic Youth when they were teenagers 
They have their ideas down, just not quite fine-tuned. A lyric sheet would've helped me 
decipher the constantly distorted vocals. The music is quirky and off-beat Distortion and 
start/stop breakdowns make them sound original. Indie-Noise fans take 
note. (CD)-Chris.Ccomm 


Minor Disturbance "Bullet For You" (Run and Hide. POB 35094. Philadelphia, PA 19128) 
Raw, underproduced sounding Punk Rock with an unabashedly melodic sing-along edge that 
nevertheless manages to stray from overly sugary pop filler, with a definite snotty stripped 
down straight ahead belligerent vibe. Not quite as together as | would have liked, with a 
decidedly deflated sound and a pretty rudimentary, rehashed Ramones-y song structure and 
lyrical content, this release captures a pretty uninspiring middieground between head bopping 
pop, and fist pumping aggression that really didn't grab me at all (CD)-Ramek 


Mondo Generator “Cocaine Rodeo" (Southern Lord. POB 291967. Los Angeles. CA 90029). 
From the brain of Nick Oliveri comes Mondo Generator. With a resume like Kyuss, the 
Melvins, and Queens Of The Stone Age you can guess what you're getting into -- the most 
violent and nauseating mix of Stoner Rock and Punk you'll ever hear. It's like a really tuned 
down Melvins record on acid. Though Mondo Generatpr is much faster than the other bands 
Nick has participated in, it Keeps the same tuning and atmosphere The vocals sound like they 
were recorded over a phone, giving them this fuzzed out sound. There is plenty of 
Melvins-esque feedback, and the low sound of Kyuss in the guitars. This is like a stoner 
performance piece: it's original and it totally destroys. This is just an amazing piece, sort of like 
the Fantomas of Stoner Rock... Not to mention they actually manage to work a Kansas tune 
into one of their songs!(CD)-Myk 
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The Monkeywrench "Electric Children" (Estrus. POB 2125 Bellingham. WA 98277). Seven 
years after their debut Mudhoney's Mark Arm and Steve Turner again join forces with 
members of Gas Huffer. Lubricated Goat. and the legendary Mr. Tim Kerr to break down the 
studio walls with Jack Endino. The Monkeywrench mix the best elements of fuzzed-out 
Psychedelic, Blues, and roarin' Rock n' Roll, shake well, then pour a molotov cocktail from the 
tap. Ya knew the talent involved couldn't disappoint, but the band's confidence in their roots 
and ability to craft deceptively fluid arrangements expose any lingering Johnny-cum-earlys as 
minute men. Original as fuck (CD)-Rich 


Moods for Moderns "Two Tracks Left" (Doghouse. POB 8946. Toledo. OH 43623). Made up 
of members from King For A Day and Empire State Games, Moods for Moderns are a new trio 
that play very catchy Punk-Pop tunes that are somewhat Emo and more so melodic. The three 
songs on this EP can remind you of the late, great Chisel. (CD)-Lloyd 


Motley Crue "New Tattoo" (Beyond Music/BMG. 1540 Broadway. New York. NY 10036). Yep 
Motley Crue is the band responsible for spawning the 80's hair Metal /Glam Rock movement, 
and yes, they're back with a brand new disc. which is being toted as their comeback effort. |'ll 
confess that | listened to the Crue in '86, and quite fittingly | was a mullethead running around 
In acid washed denim jeans at the time, however | was 11 years old and | didn't know any 
better Luckilly, my taste in music has progressed over the years, but sadly. many people's 
tastes haven't. New Tattoo finds these lads going back to basics: raunch infested guitar licks 
lyrics dealing with subjects like sex, porno actresses, drugs. and yes, more sex. After having 
experimented with Alterna-Rock manipulations on their '96 release Generation Swine, the band 
has decided it's time to come full circle again. Unfortunatley. this disc is nowhere as catchy 
and rockin’ as their early '80's efforts, but hey, the band is "Trying" to make a comeback 
Without drummer Tommy Lee's skin bashing talents. the new Crue just doesn't cut the 
mustard. (CD)-Alex 


Mrs. Hippie "Lotus" (Meta! Blade. 2828 Cochran St.. PMB 302. Simi Valley. CA 93065). Mrs 
Hippie is a power trio that combines tinges of all the Metal genres to create a virtual heavy 
stew suitable for any willing headbanger to dive in and take a bite out of Hailing from Sweden 
and containing members of bands like Hammerfall and Hardcore Superstar, Mrs. Hippie have 
got all of the tools to let a headbanger run free and break loose: heavy grinding guitars ("Going 
Home,""By The Rules") which meet some thigh thumping rhythms ("Until My Dying Day") to 
create a stirring potpourn that encompasses everything that's been right in the Metal world for 
the past 30 years They even throw in a cool ass Kiss cover for good measure on their 10 
track disc. If you like your Metal multi-influenced with strong songs that will bring you through 
a virtual Metal timeline. seek this release out (CD)-MikeSOS 





Mushmouth "Lift the Curse" (Triple Crown. 331 West 57th Street PMB 472 New York NY 
10019) Mushmouth takes it to the jugular on their latest nine track release. With street 
credibility backing up their thugcore sound, it's no wonder that this Pennsylvania quintet has 
received praise from the NYHC scene and has made friends with such bands as Fury of Five 
and Candiria. Lift the Curse is another lesson in brutality, complete with earth shattering 
rhythms backing up the guttural rants and screams of singer Henzel. Heavy stuff for a heavy 
world, Mushmouth is not for the weak of heart. They've got a good b-boy Metalcore sound 
(‘Jealousy," "Life.") that's bound to get a pit started and keep it intense throughout. If you like 
your Hardcore on the heavy side a la Hatebreed, then check these Metalcore mavens 
out (CD)-MikeSOS 


Mushmouth "Lift the Curse” (Triple Crown. 331 West 57th St. PMB 472 New York. NY 
10019). Hardcore, hardcore. hardcore. This is tough guy stuff. and | wasn't really down with 
it, The screaming stuff sounds a little like old VOD, and that's a compliment, | don't like when 
the singer kinda talks/threatens: it's scary, like getting into a fight with a jock or something 
There's no need, dude. The song "Here To Stay" is pretty funny telling the tale of how 
Mushmouth is the shit and how other bands are fronting. Word. Mushmouth is a really bad 
name for any band, especially a tough guy Hardcore one. Run for your 
lives (CD)-Chris.Ccomm 


Napkin "If | Were An Astronaut" (Makes Me Sick. 3705 Heater St. Newberg. OR 91732) 
Napkin is a Pacific Northwest alternative trio that put their heart and soul into their five song 
offering. Telling tales of dreams and broken hearts, Napkin put their Emo foot forward 
("Rockstar") and take it from there. Sometimes pensive, sometimes catchy but never too 
heavy Napkin ride the fine line of alternative rock by mixing in punk choruses ("Don't Go 
Away") and dreamy melodies ("Eyes Like..."). Check this trio out if you like some brainpower 
behind your teenage angst (CD)-MikeSOS 


The Nerve Agents "Days of the White Owl" (Revelation. POB 5232 Huntington Beach. CA 
90278-5232). Fourteen songs of Hardcore Punk Rock. These guys hail from San Francisco, 
and have grown quite popular since their inception in 1998. With a self-titled EP and a 7" split 
under their belt, they deliver the goods with this full-length. Fans of AFI, Kill Your Idols and The 
Misfits will totally dig this disc. The vocals are very reminiscent of Davey Havoc (AFI,) who 
actually lends some back up vocals to "Jeky! and Hyde "(CD)-Chris.Comm 


The No WTO Combo "Live From The Battle In Seattle" (Alternative Tentacles. POB 419092 
San Francisco. CA 94141). This is a souvinier CD recording of the impromptu one time only 
December 1, 1999 live performance of the musical and political supergroup known as The No 
WTO Combo. The band features Punk Rock legend Jello Biafra on vocals and political 
rantings, Krist Novoselic from Nirvana fame on bass guitar. Kim Thayil from Soundgarden on 
guitar and Gina Mainwal from Sweet 75 on the drums. For anyone that does not already know, 
The WTO stands for The World Trade Organization. As for the performance, the disc includes 
five songs, two of which are Dead Kennedys covers and an over-extended explanation and 
opinion of the whole ordeal from Jello himself. The discs inlay booklet contains tons of 
literature and photos along with cover art by guerilla artist Shepard Fairey. Everyone should 
own this piece of soon to be musical history. (CD)-Lloyd 
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October Thorns (octoberthorns1@hotmail.com). October Thorns is a Brooklyn-based 
Progressive Rock band that gives the likes of Dream Theater and Spock's Beard a definite run 
for their money. Technically brilliant with a bevy of fine riffs and top notch performances, OT 
shines on their six song CD. Mindbending guitar work meshes with a very heavy 
keyboard/piano vibe ("Circle Game," "Jihad") to create a Prog Rock fan's proverbial wet dream 
of a sound. The best thing about October Thorns is that they never go overboard on trying to 
out-solo or overplay, a common gripe found in most of their genre's bands. Instead, these 
accomplished musicians let the song shine first rather than breaking into a 15 minute yawnfest 
gratuitous solo. One of the most solid bands to come down the pike in a long time, October 
Thorns is a must hear for everyone that appreciates well-played and well-written Metal 
music. (CD)-MikeSOS 


Off The Record "Remember When..." (Tooth and Nail. POB 12098. Seattle. WA). | like this, 
but | have to say it is a little generic, which is probably the reason | like it. It reminds me of the 
days when West Coast Hardcore meant Undertow, Strain, and Jughead's Revenge; musically, 
Off The Record could be any of those bands. It's fast and heavy, with lots of straight ahead 
riffs and beats. The vocals sound closer to Fat Mike or one of his disciples -- at times it almost 
doesn't fit with the music. | wish the vox were a little more gruff. it would really have that old 
sound then. There are times when the band strays from the straight-up Hardcore and ventures 
into the happy Punk sound. They are decent musicians who just need to develop a style of 
their own. If they can manage to do that, | think they'll really have something. (CD)-Myk 


One King Down "Gravity Wins Again" (Equal Vision. POB 14. Hudson. NY 12534). The new 
EP from One King Down features the return of original screamer, Rob. | actually haven't heard 
anything that OKD did without him. so | can't compare this to what the band sounded like 
without him. What | can say is that | like this tons better than the Blood/ust CD. | know that's 
blasphemy, as that record was so beloved, but | didn't like it. Well, this is different. The band 
is more talented as musicians and writers, and it really shows. Rob sounds like he ripped a 
page out of the Snapcase vocal log and the guitar player sounds like he took lessons from 
Piggy of Voi Vod. The band has such a dynamic that it's hard not to picture yourself stomping 
heads to this. Technical and heavy, the band has abandoned the over-used three chord chug 
that was such a bane of their earlier release. This is a much more complete Metal -core 
recording, and screams (literally) of honesty and conviction. A monster release from one of the 
biggest names in the current Hardcore scene. (CD)-Myk 


One Man Army “Last Word Spoken" (Adeline. 5337 College Ave. #318. Oakland, CA 94618). 
One Man Army return with their brand of snotty Punk Rock for their second full-length relese. 
This time around, the songs have an early Clash mixed with Submachine sound. Vocally, the 
lead singer sounds a bit like Joe Strummer but with a little more scratch to his voice. The 
record was engineered by Kevin Army and produced by Punk Rock millionare Billie Joe 
Armstrong. (CD)-Lloyd 


Opprobrium "Discerning Forces" (Nuclear Blast. POB 43618. Philadelphia, PA 19106) 
Discerning Forces marks the return of the true band known as Incubus that was forced to 
change its name to Opprobrium (due to that shitty Rap Metal band prancing around the States 
like wanna be hard guys). You will find the REALLY hard stuff here, true Floridian Death Metal 
as only the masters from the old school can bestow. There are hints of Death and Early 
Deicide, as well as a pioneering attitude from that '90's explosion. This is full-force and right 
in your face. Nothing has been lost by the lay over that Incubus incurred due to line-up 
changes. Music that still features a groove, harkening back to a time when speed and 
distortion weren't everything. Here you will find a real lesson from the Death Metal school 
books as to how it should be done. (CD)-Myk 


Orgasmic Nightmare "Demented Are Go" (Fury, Unit 6, 7/11 Minerva Rd.. England. NW10 
6HJ). At first sight of these guys all covered in blood with painted faces and shit, | thought they 
would sound like the Misfits or EF. | was wrong, but this fucker kicks anyway! It starts off with 
a spooky spoken word section, then the music comes on and these twisted fucks mix it up with 
Psychobilly, Rock n’ Roll, some Blues riffs and a tad of Country! It all blends together well for 
‘em, at times they remind me of the Butthole Surfers with violin, organ, and a harmonica...a 
fuckin harmonica! If that isn't enough, listen to some of these song titles: "Anal Wonderland,” 
"Clitoris Bite Boogie," "Rubber Rock,” and my favorite track, "Love Seeps Like A Festering 
Sore"!!! And shit, the more | listen to it, some songs even sound like demented stoner 
songs...For people who smoke weed in graveyards and/or have seen the Evi/ Dead movies 
more than 500 times!!(CD)-Corporate Whore 


Orth "Feed The Flames" (Morbid, Postfach 3. 03114 Drebkau, Germany). | have a wide range 
of tolerance for Death Metal bands, but | don't get this one. | usually see some kind of 
fedeeming quality in a recording, but not here. The vocalist sounds like he's doing the alphabet 
while burping, possibly the worst I've ever heard. The guitars sounds like they are being played 
on a child's plastic yukallelie with vinyl strings. The drums are okay -- but too high in the mix -- 
and the recording is amateurish. The cover looks like it was done by the guy who did the 
Coney Island smiling clown face. This is just all around poor. While Morbid isn't blazing any 
trails, they usually have a good solid product. This is just a waste of time and money.(CD)-Myk 


OS 101 "Pura Vida" (Victory. POB 146546. Chicago, IL 60614). | love this band! | always have, 
it's just one of those things, going right back to the Hogan's Heroes days. Skip just has a 
dynamic voice that reminds me of the days past. This record reminds me of what it would 
sound like if you threw Warzone and 7 Seconds in a blender, a lethal combination of melodic 
tunes and tough vocals. This is what | picture Grey Area should sound like if Ernie wasn't 
singing. The guitars are fast and melodic, and drums just run through the songs at top speed. 
The unusual thing about this recording is the bass. It is so loud in the recording it just rings 
through, and almost takes on the life of a second guitar. It is a very interesting twist and 
makes for a great sound. | highly recommend this band, an frankly, don't understand why they 
aren't the biggest thing around already.(CD)-Myk 


Osker "Treatment 5" (Epitaph, 2798 Sunset Bivd. Los Angeles. CA 90066). I've had this CD 
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for quite some time now, though it seems as though my CD player wasn't willing to let me hear 
this until now. Anyway. Osker plays fast, snotty. Punk Rock reminiscent of NOFX and Green 
Day. With tons of sing-alongs sprinkled here there, this band should be watched. | think all 
the songs on this were written while the members were in high scool. Expect a more mature 
sounding CD from these guys in the near future (CD)-Chris.comm 


Pal Shazar "Safe" (Stylus. 131 Essex St. New York. NY 10002). Pal Shazar. she's got a great 
voice . | guess you can put her somewhere between Amanda Marshall. Michal and Sheryl 
Crow |n other words, it's all pop but well-crafted and emotional stuff in the process. More 
power to her. since her name's Pal and all. (CD)-Darren 


Pic "Hiphoppunkfunkmamboska" (Riding Mower. 133 West 19th St. Third Fl. New York NY 
10011). Brothers and sisters. do you feel the funk? Come on now and testify! Well, if you think 
you feel the funk. then you should definitely check out Pic. This collective outfit from the Big 
Apple blends... well, look at the title of their latest 10 song gem, and you get the picture 
Imagine the best of vintage Stevie Wonder jamming with De La Soul with a jamming live 
behind the whole funky flow and you've got a monster of a band ("Hambo"). Chock full of 
soulful grooves and big beats a plenty. Pic is the kind of band that make you lose control of 
your body without you even knowing it. Jazzy horns (Erwin Lockdown") and down low rhymes 
are just a few of this band's specialties. so if you dig your funk with tons of Soul and solid 
musicianship, check out Pic for yourself (CD)-MikeSOS 


Piebald "The Rock Revolution" (Big Wheel Recreation, 325 Huntington Ave. #24. Boston. MA 
02115) Emo fans get ready. because Piebald has unleashed onto us The Rock Revolution 
This EP contains five all new pieces of catchy Punk Rock played in a unique emotional fashion 
not yet done by many other Emo-core bands. Piebald continues to display lots of originality 
and talent. This new offering pretty much runs in the band's traditional sound but believe it or 
not, it gets more melodic then the band's previous album, Venetian Blinds. Even lead singer 
Travis Shettel's off-key vocals fit in nicely with the music. Check this out. because it's probably 
one of the best Emo-core EPs released so far this year (CD)-Lloyd 


Pink Floyd "Shine On: The Interviews" (Frantic Films. no address). This is pure crap! Like the 
Kiss video Unauthenzed, this is made by fans for the most extereme collectors. The difference 
between this and the Kiss video is that most of the video and sound on this tape are god awtul. 
Most footage consists of two different French interview shows. and which is like, 90th 
generation. The interviews are interesting. but the French subtitles are distracting from the bad 
video because of the blazing yellow color. | can't see any fan being happy with this. Of the 45 
minutes'that are contained. | would say 10 are honestly watchable. | think most people can 
do without this. and for you diehards, most of you probably own these shows in better quality 
Pass on this (VD)-Myk 


Pissing Razors "Fields of Disbelief’ (Noise. 12358 Ventura Bivd Suite 386. Studio City. CA 
91604) Double: tough Texans Pissing Razors come out of the gate full of the rage and 
mayhem that we left them with in 1999. Now on their third release. this El Paso quartet makes 
brutal'music a la Pantera and Fear Factory with grit and attitude that many of today's Metal 
bands lack From the opening of their 13 track lesson in violence, the Razor's never let up as 
they continuously reach at your jugular as each song passes. Chock full of Power Metal riffs 
(Fork Tongue") and rhythms that only are surpassed in volumes by massive thunderstorms 
("Three,” "Regret"), Pissing Razors may have just put out the heaviest album made by four 
men without the advantage of computer wizardry. They outscream Soulfly, outriff Slipknot and 
damn near come close to hitting the attitude peaks of fellow Texans Pantera. For those that 
dare, pick this album up and be blown away by a true Metal assault (CD)-MikeSOS 


The Plus Ones "On The List" (Coldfront. POB 8345, Berkeley. CA 94707). \t seems like all 
bands on Coldfront include one member of another prominent California band. In this case 
you've got'two! Danny Panic (Screeching Weasel. The Queers) and frontman Joel Reader (Mr 
T Experience) team up with guitarist Scotty Hay, which results in top-notch Power Pop that 
can't find its way out of my CD player. Great cover of "You Still Want Me"!(CD)-Darren 


Psychotic Youth "Steroids" (Bomp! POB 7712. Burbank. CA 91510) Sugar-coated Beach 
Boys meets Ramones-y Pop Punk ballads galore oozing with saccharine sing alongs, and 
synthesizer doused hook filled numbers. It's been done countless times before, but this 18 
song full-length crams in ballad after sappy monotonous ballad. chock full of upbeat chord 
changes, and plenty of pop crooning about relationships and the like that was really just too 
much to stomach. Repetitive. redundant glossy filler. Not my thing at all. (CD)-Ramek 


Ramona and Beezus "Parting" (Idols of The Marketplace, POB 50138. Ft Wayne. IN 46805) 
Do you remember the scene in the movie Animal House where the beatnik guy playing an 
acoustic guitar is sitting on the steps of the Delta house trying to serenade a couple of girls 
when then along comes John Belushi and he smashes the beatnik's guitar to pieces? Well , 
after one listen to this CD | pretty much felt the same way that Mr. Belushi did. | dont know 
if Ramona is playing the acoustic guitar or if Beezus is doing the singing here but whichever 
or whatever it is | can honestly say that this has got to be some of the worst stuff that | have 
ever heard. However. on a good note the CD packaging has a pretty cool layout and one dollar 
from each CD sale is donated to charity (CD)-Lloyd 


The Jesus Lizard "Bang" (Touch and Go. POB 25520 Chicago. IL 60625). Without a doubt, 
(in my opinion of course) the greatest Indie band of the '90s is by far The Jesus Lizard. Surely, 
the most original, unique, twisted and talented band to ever grace the live stage which 
included an extremly entertaining and drunk front man by the name of David Yow. These guys 
never dissapointed their fans in any way. shape or form. It has now been around a year and 
a half since the almighty Lizard has broken up, and quite honestly, true diehard fans pretty 
much saw it coming. Some felt that the band ended on a down note with their experimental 
major label LP appropriatly titled Blue. However. needless to say the Lizard completely 
conquered the Indie music world. This compilation does an above average job of proving that 
fact Bang collects all the bands 7" singles, B-sides and most of their comp tracks along with 
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some already released live material and a couple of songs that were never released up until 
now. What great things haven't already been said about The Jesus Lizard? If you are someone 
who does not know, then | demand that you get this career spanning collection and prepare 
yourself to find out exactly how amazingly important this band is Everyone should be 
influenced by The Jesus Lizard. (CD)-Lloyd 


Raven "One For All" (Metal Blade. 2828 Cochran St.. PMB 302. Simi Valley. CA 93065). 
Raven returns with their first US release in who knows how long. John Galagher still has a set 
of pipes that can break glass and Mark still has his trademark guitar sound. Unfortunately, 
Wacko hasn't returned with them, but Raven's current drummer does a good job keeping up 
with these living legends. They come to Rock n' Roll and that's what they do. There's no time 
for rest in this band: it's full speed ahead all the time. This is very similar in sound to the Al/ 
For One record, as they have shied away from their later era stuff. Raven is from the old 
school, and this is how the old school is done. /f you are a hesitant old Raven fan. be scared 
no more. They truly rock and are crazy as all hell.(CD)-Myk 


Ravenous "Phoenix" (Metropolis. POB 54307. Philadelphia. PA 19105). Bumpin’ clubbing 
music. Great beats, great for dancing, or cleaning the house. It's melodic with some really 
good vocals, one of the few recent attempts to create a new musical style that | actually find 
to be really, really good. The lyrics are political, but fun at the same time... Who coulda 
thought? Recommended tracks: "Religion" and "Between the Worlds." Good for going to the 
Batcave, or trying to create your own club in your bedroom.(CD)-Asshole #9 


Red Roses From A Blue Lady "The Return To Melancholy" (Eulogy. POB 8692. Coral 
Springs. FL 33075). The band name seems directly derived Black Tape For A Blue Girl. it has 
to be. The layout even looks like it's right out of the Projekt Records handbook, but this is 
hard-hitting, mind-shattering Hardcore of the highest degree. It reminds me very much of Toy 
Box's Ascension, another personal favorite. This has that Cleveland Hardcore sound all over 
it, but it does lean a little closer to Hydra Head stuff as opposed to Integrity. This is the kind 
of band | can see bustin’ themselves up onstage, just bleeding everywhere while tearing 
through a set. | could also see these guys on tour with any of the Solid State bands. This was 
a great surprise. | sat down to listen expecting a bad ambient rip off band, and got one of the 
nastiest Hardcore records in recent months. Bravo!(CD)-~Myk 


Road Kings (Surfdog Inc.. 1126 South Coast Highway 101. Encinitas, CA 92024). Not bad. 
What you get here are 12 tracks of bluesy tinged, Rockabilly Surf Rock which displays hints 
of the Reverend Horton Heat, Link Wray and Tiger Army. There are plenty of drunken guitar 
riffs and lyrics praising alcohol, women, and fast cars, which will definitely keep the barstool 
crowd pleased (CD)-Alex 


Rockbitch "Motor Driven Bimbo" (SPV USA, POB 360, East Windsor. NJ 08520). While 
bands like Destruction and Sodom elevate SPV to the top of the Metal world, some of their 
lesser signings tear them back down. Move to the top of that pile Rockbitch. This is like Hole 
or L7 getting mixed up with Rage Against The Machine. | like L7, but the others are pure 
dribble if you ask me. The record is definetly heavy, and they attempt to use their Industrial 
influences in a noble way. The problem is, Rockbitch isn't that talented musically, and the 
vocalist has this annoying, Metal lic-Macey Grey sounding voice. It's fine during the body of 
the song, but when she tries to sing choruses it is spine-shattering, sounding like nails on a 
Chalkboard. The band's claim to fame is that they are all women and that they mostly play 
naked... Well, for that | can go to a strip club and hear halfway decent music. This is the first 
real bomb from SPV USA.(CD)-Myk 


Shaft "Quint" (Evil Teen. POB 651. Village Station. NY 10014). Shaft is a Mid Atlantic hard 
Rock band that combines the emotions of Post-Hardcore with the Rock sensibilities of Stone 
Temple Pilots to create a solid 10 track disc that gives off quite a low end boom. From the 
hypnotic guitar driven rhythms ("Selfless") to the flawless bass and drum lockdown attack 
("Space Invader’), these guys prove that they're not to be taken lightly. yet aren't light enough 
to be considered a rock band. Nor are they heavy enough to rip your face off. Instead. they 
decide to throw away the classifications and play a style that takes musical nods from Tool 
and Quicksand, creating a dark, atmospheric feel. Despite the fact that this Maryland quintet 
is short on hooks, they go the distance and prove that they are long on mood ("Higher"). If you 
like the emotional side of Rock, then check these guys out (CD)-MikeSOS 


Shorthanded "Forever Yours" (Tooth & Nail, POB 12698, Seattle. WA 98111). Produced by 
Bill Stevenson and Stephen Egerton, you know to be expecting a great Punk Pop disc... 
However, Forever Yours goes quite a bit above those standards as this one gets more than 
the occasional rotation on my stereo. Being on Tooth & Nail, they're naturally quite a bit like 
MxPx only tighter, and using more riffs as opposed to power chords. Play Shorthanded for 
anybody you know that's all about the hooks and "there's always hope'-style 
lyrics, (CD)-Darren 


Silkworm "Lifestyle" (Touch and Go, POB 25520. Chicago, IL 60625). These guys have been 
around since 1987. | never heard too much from them, but | was happy to finally review a good 
CD this issue. Lifestyle alternates between sometimes soft, sometimes rock, and keeps you 
reading along to the easy-to-relate-to lyrics. Some tunes had a Velvet Underground feel, which 
| liked. This is stripped down Indie Rock, with guitar, bass, drums, and three guys singing their 
songs, respectively. Nice work. I'd like to see Silkworm live. (CD)-Chris.Comm 


Silo the Huskie "Silo The Huskie" (Cargo, 4901-906 Morena Blvd, San Diego. CA 92117). 
These guys have not only the sound but also the name to be an Indie Rock phenomenom. 
Although that sounds to be a paradox (or whatever that word is), | can just envision going to 
one of them local shows and seeing the kids with their Silo the Huskie shirts. If you disagree, 
you can just errr... fight me.(CD)-Darren 


Sin-Pathetic "Kitchen |: Knife :. Conspiracy" (Sin Klub, POB 2507. Toledo. OH 43606). Upon 
putting on this disc | thought | had found something special. The piano part in "Sin" was as 
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awesome as it was captivating. Then the whole band kicked in and it all reminded me of Faith 
No More in their heyday... Great memories indeed! After that, | listened to the rest of the CD 
and its tortured (generic) Hardcore angst -- gladly turning it off after a complete 
listen (CD)-Darren 


The Sins of They Beloved "Perpetual Desolation" (Napalm. 830 Pacific Ave. Suite #200, 
Bremerton. WA 98337). Gothic Death Metal is what The Sins of Thy Beloved is all about, and 
man, are they gloomy. This album has a Kate Bush meets Cradle Of Filth kind of vibe with its 
eerie interludes blasting into a Death Metal assault. TSOTB also implement the use of two 
keyboards and a violin, which gives the band a free range of sounds and allows them to 
experiment quite a bit, throwing in a good number of symphonic breaks into their cacophonic 
stew. The kicker on this nine track release is their goth Metal take on Metallica's "The Thing 
That Should Not Be." done interestingly enough with female lead vocals. If you like your mope 
music murky yet symphonic, look no further than The Sins of Thy Beloved.(CD)-MikeSOS 


Sit n' Spin "Enjoy The Ride" (Cargo. 4901-906 Morena Blvd. San Diego. CA 92117-3432) 
All the press love these gals, so naturally l've heard a great thing or two about Sit n' Spin 
They're Kind of a cross between The Runaways, The Ramones and the combination of the two 
aforementioned groups, The Donnas. In other words, you've got some fun Rock songs about 
boozing and wanting other people's boyfriends. Seventeen songs. 35 minutes -- well worth 
your time!(CD)-Darren 


Sludge "Behavior Modification Theory" (Twist of Faith. 1819 Duke Of Norfolk Quay. Virginia 
Beach. VA 23454). Sludge is a New Jersey quartet that blends all types of heavy music and 
result in making, well, sludge! Their nine track disc is an assault on the ears from the word go, 
blending a tough guy Hardcore mentality with System Of A Down-esque vocals (‘All Jaws 
Grinding") and some of the most intensely brutal rhythms this side of Hatebreed (‘Thickening 
of The Heart Muscles"). While Sludge keeps an uptempo pace for the most part, they can still 
get down and dirty with the likes of Soilent Green and Crowbar with their downtuned guitar and 
bass madness leading the charge ("Sour Meat," "Under Muck"). If you dig the blending of 
doomy Metal riffs sped up to a Hardcore beat, then drop the gears down low and drive straight 
through the Sludge (CD)-MikeSOS 


Snog "Relax Into The Abyss" (Metropolis. POB 54307. Philadelphia. PA 19105). This new CD 
by the Austraillian band Snog is mainly remixes of their last hit CD. Third Mall From the Sun 
and four new tracks. It's okay if you never heard old Snog before, because this is a great stand 
alone CD. Anybody into Electro-Industrial will enjoy this fine mix of beeps, bumps. thumps and 
blips. Standout tracks: "The Infernal Advocate" and "Is there No One that Can Save Us from 
Today?" Good for getting funky, dancing, or partying. (CD)-Asshole #9 


Sophya "The Age of Sophya" (Metropolis. POB 54307 Philadelphia. PA 19105). This debut 
from Israel's own Sophya is absolutly amazing. It's slow, soothing, and very angelic sounding, 
a must get for fans of bands on the 4AD Label. Best tracks: "Art" and "Sunshine." 
Recommended for fans of early Switchblade Symphony, and those that like the lighter Curve 
stuff (CD)-Asshole #9 


The Stand "Point of View" (Jump Up. POB 13189. Chicago, IL 60613). Oh, how | just love to 
review Ska bands and their Ska music. Not really, but if | did, this new release by Chicago's 
The Stand would definitly not be one of them. So very quickly now, this band has a sound 
similar to The Specials and the great one hit wonder Dexy's Midnight Runners. And that is 
supposed to get me excited?(CD)-Lloyd 


The Step Kings "Let's Get It On" (Roadrunner. 902 Broadway. New York, NY 10010). The 
Step Kings' major label debut truly packs a punch that won't disappoint this groove trio's loyal 
Tri-State area fans. Twelve tracks laden with Post-Hardcore groove and tinges of Funk and 
Punk is what you'll come to find from these Jersey boys. While the backbeat remains strong, 
the guitars go off from being dissonant and raging to melodic and downright funky ("Right Is 
Wrong," "Vibe") creating a cool vibe that's familar to the ear but hard to pigeonhole ("One And 
One") These guys also show that they can bang out a few good ol' moshpit standards 
(“Independence Day") with enough conviction to show that they're no joke. If you'd like a little 
bit of Soul in your heavy Rock and Roll, look no further than The Step Kings. A solid debut 
indeed (CD)-MikeSOS 


Steve Walsh "Glossolalia" (Magna Carta. PMB 1820. 208 E. 51st St. New York. NY 
10022-6500). Let me ask you a question: Does the average Under the Volcano reader really 
want my honest opinion/review of the new solo work by the ex-lead singer/keyboardist of 
Kansas? No one said life was uh... easy? The first song is pretty rockin' for an old dude. Then 
the second song had flutes and he was singin’ like a fairy. This is the end of this 
review (CD)-Chris.Comm 


The Story So Far "When Fortune Smiled" (Hopeless, POB 7495. Van Nuys. CA 91409-7495). 
This new band features ex-88 Fingers Louie lead vocalist Denis and members of King For A 
Day. | was a huge 88FL fan, but I've never heard KFAD before. Denis' voice is definitely 
recognizable. The music isn't as fast-paced as 88FL, and there's definitely a conscious 
decision to slow stuff down in it's appropriate place. The vocals are more easily understood 
due to the tempo. A solid release that leaves me wanting more. Are you guys gonna 
tour?(CD)-Chris.Comm 


The Surf Trio "Moxie and More" (Blood Red. 2134 NE 25th Portland, OR 97212). According 
to the bio, this is a legendary. This contains the first seven tunes The Surf Trio ever recorded 
in 1985 on a 4-track, along with 13 other Surf Rock songs. Track six, "I'm Branded,” must've 
been what Rocket From The Crypt was listening to when they were writing On A Rope 
Anyway. right around track 12, when the sax comes in on "Mr. Tom Collins," | got 
bored. (CD)-Chris.Comm 


Sunny Day Real Estate "The Rising Tide" (Time Bomb. 6 W 57th St.. New York. NY 10019). 
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The fourth full-length release from the West Coast prodigal Emo-alterna-Rock band is also 
their first for a major; let's see if it changes their sound. Well, aside from the band recording 
as a three-piece for the first time, any differences that can be found have nothing to do with 
corporate intervention. This light-hearted album is a little more "alternative," with an almost 
Space Rock approach, bordering on adult contemporary at times. Gone are the early Dischord 
shadings; this is a group of matured musicians that would rather explore the boundries of their 
talents than play the same old stuff that put them on the map in the first place. Jeremy's vocals 
are as clear as ever, and the band couldn't be any tighter. The Metal lic blue cover art is 
excellent and layed out immaculately. SDRE is the next logical progression for all the bands 
that were called "Indie Rock" when | was in college. They are 4 little mellower, but still guitar- 
driven. The vocals aren't as harsh as previously, and the drums follow the!music more than 
they once did. This 11 song disc denotes the next step for the Emo movement, with the band 
moving somewhere in the direction of "Yes" at times. Once again, Sunny Day are pioneers and 
not followers, a trait that makes them so appealing to their devoted fans.(CD)-Myk 


Suplecs “Wrestling With My Ladies Friend” (Man's Ruin, 610 22nd St. #302. San Francisco, 
CA 94107). Southern fried Stoner Rock with former members of EyeHateGod. Pretty good 
stuff. Play this and pack the bong.(CD)-Mr. Noiz 


Sutrobath "Spirit of the Audio" (No adress...). Sutrobath is a two man Rock outfit that meshes 
a good deal of Beatles-esque harmonies with some current Rock influences like Radiohead 
("Rome") to create a well rounded and mature 10 track disc. These two Oregonians put 
melodically laden piano numbers to good use ("Old"), but there's a lot more to Sutrobath than 
that. Some solid songwriting leads the list, complete with some deep and introspective lyrics 
that may make you ponder a thing or two about the direction of your life ("Divided,"""The 
Spirit"). If you think you can handle a Rock band write solid songs that doesn't scream or isn't 
angry, but rather decides to sing and tell a story, then Sutrobath is something you should 
check out.(CD)-MikeSOS 


Taproot "Gift" (Velvet Hammer/tic. 75 Rockefeller Plaza, 2nd Floor. New York, NY 10019) 
Why do | like these guys so much? Well, they are the more interesting of this nu-Metal 
resurgence thing we have happening, but | appreciate them for turning down Fred Durst and 
making the profanity-laced voice mail he left them public. For those interested in Around The 
Fur-era Deftones, this one will undoubtedly be up your alley especially with Ulrich Wild being 
at the boards. As you'd liked conclude, its got a very aggressive and tortured kind of sound 
to it as you may be surprised at some of the sounds they get out of a guitar. The folks in 
Michigan must be proud!(CD)-Darren 


Tarot Bolero "Vaudeville Rising" (Ace Fu. POB 42181, Portland, OR 97242). Thirteen 
repetitive, circusy, "vaudeville" songs? | wasn't into this at all. Pianos, organs, etc. that weren't 
impressing to me at 5:14AM (CD)-Chris.Ccomm 


Three Doors Down "The Better Life" (Republic/Universal...merge this...). Another Pearl Jam 
sound-alike, sure, but it's definitely better than most of what's chalking up the airplay these 
days. Its got the "brutally honest" lyrics over the atypical-but-still-rocking guitars. In other 
words, think Creed. Though I'm supposed to be talking about Three Doors Down, if you like 
this stuff, be sure to pick up Ascension by Billionaire, which will be re-released on the same 
label next month. Call me a traitor (as I've given you the opportunity to quite a few times in this 
issue) but | think that "Kryptonite" is one of the year's best singles altogether. Besides, who 
doesn't love a band where the drummer and the singer are the same person? (CD)-Darren 


Todd Shea "Lonely Blue Micro Dot'/ "Love and Madness" (POB 1111, East Quogue, NY 
11942). Todd Shea is one in a long line of Long Island musicians that is extremely active in 
the local music scene and whose talents are diverse and bountiful. On this two disc, 20 song 
CD, Todd's songwriting prowess is put at the forefront, blending mastery of storytelling through 
song with engaging musical composition ("Hate"). While the first disc concentrates on Todd's 
forays with his band, whose cuts fluctuate from pensive, relaxed numbers ("| Love You," 
Universes") to emotional rockers ("The Secret," "In Time"), disc two tends to focus more on 
Todd's solo work. Love and Madness mainly consists of acoustic numbers that dabble in Folk 
Rock, yet Todd performs these songs with equal emotional charge as he did his full scale band 
blowout ("Mindless Worm," "No One Else"). Todd Shea shows on his double disc offering that 
he's a man for all seasons and venues. Todd also proves that he never sacrifices his 
songwriting and performance prowess, whether he's beefing it up or stripping it dow:: If you're 
in the mood for a new Renaissance man, look no further than this musical juggernaut that 
does everything exceptionally well. (CD)-MikeSOS 


V/A "EVR50: Equal Vision Sampler" (Equal Vision, POB 14. Hudson, NY 12534). There are 
24 tracks here, accounting for about half the releases the label has ever put out. Missing 
unfortunately, are tracks from their earliest and hardest to get releases, as well as tracks from 
all the Shelter albums. What you do get is a sampling of all the better (maybe) lesser known 
bands like Bane, Saves The Day, Floorpunch, Man Will Surrender, One King Down, and my 
personal favorite, Trial. There are some standouts, like Converge, that have really transcended 
the Equal Vison tag. There is also a smattering of the label's worst releases, like Projekt Kate 
and Copper, but that is the glory of a label sampler. You really find out what you like and what 
you don't. This one has a lot to offer everybody, and yes, there is even an H2O song on 
here.(CD)-Myk 


V/A "Fortune Records: Fortune Cookies" (Fortune, POB 11302, Berkeley, CA 94712). Lots 
of rad artists on Fortune Records... You've got snotty Indie Rock, Surf, power-Rock bands, 
and acoustic singer-songwriters. Definitely check out the website at www. fortunerecords. com, 
as the comp has got something for everyone.(CD)-Darren 


VIA "Give "Em The Boot |!" (Hellcat, 2798 Sunset Bivd, Los Angeles, CA 90026). A 21 song 
sampler from Hellcat Records. Here's their current lineup: Dropkick Murphys, Hepcat, Rancid, 
Tiger Army, The Pietasters, Nocturnal, US Bombs, The Gadjits, The Distillers, Joe Strummer, 
Buju Banton, Dave Hillyard Rocksteady 7, Buccaneer, The Slackers, Choking Victim, F-Minus, 
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Leftover Crack, Mouthwash. INDK, and Vanity 5. My favorite tracks come from Choking Victim 
and the two bands that are now made up of ex-members of CV. Leftover Crack, and 
INDK.(CD)-Chris.Comm 


V/A "Grease: The Not So Original Soundtrack from the Motion Picture" (DummyUp, POB 
642634, San Francisco. CA 94164-2634). | was a little leery about listening to this. As a 
Grease-maniac (| own a Pink Ladies jacket), | don't like when people mess with perfection 
Well, | should have listened to my inner Pink Lady and stopped before | opened the plastic 
wrapping. Boris the Sprinkler mangles the title song and Nothing Cool sings "Summer Nights" 
with two guys singing the opposite parts of the love song -- it's a little creepy. To continue the 
gender bending, chicks are singing (barely) the love song to "Sandy" and the Rehabs are 
singing “Freddie My Love." The only saving grace from this monstrosity is the Fighting Animals 
doing “Rock and Roll Is Here to Stay" and the Dread covering "Born to Hand Jive." although 
you could kill yourself trying to hand jive that fast. The best track on this album and the most 
true to the original is "Tears On My Pillow’ performed by The Parasites. It's a shame that it's 
on this horrible piece of crap.(CD)-Laurie 


V/A "Live at the Hootenanny: Volume One" (Time Bomb. 6 West 57th St.. New York. NY 
10019), Thirteen tracks of Rockabilly, Country and greaser Rock n' Roll. The line-up you ask? 
The line-up you get: The Rev. Horton Heat. The Derailers, Mike Ness, Royal Crown Revue 
Deke Dickerson, Cadillac Tramps, Dave Alvin, Lee Rocker, The Amazing Crowns, Hot Rod 
Lincoln, Buddy Blue, Russell Scott, and The Paladins. Uh. jump, jive and 
wail?(CD)-Chris.Comm 


V/A "Long Island Music Coalition: The Compilation CD: Volume 1" (POB 78. Bellport, NY 
11713). Hmmm... Let's put together a compilation to represent the Long Island music scene 
The majority of them will be lame... yeah, sounds good man!(CD)-Darren 


V/A "Metal Dreams Vol 2" (Nuclear Blast. POB 43618. Philadelphia. PA 19106). If nothing 
else, this disc is marketing genius. When a label does a compilation, the idea is to get people 
to listen to new bands that sound like bands that they like. Nuclear Blast has always been the 
best at going out and putting together high quality comps, even if it means liscensing a few 
tracks from other labels, just so they can be sandwiched with NB bands in hopes of attracting 
new listeners. But with this disc they have gone to new levels. There rae 16 tracks, half of 
which are NB bands, half from other labels. The big names include Stratovarious, Iced Earth 
Sinner, Steel Prophet, and Blind Guardian. These are mixed with nine lesser known bands that 
are in the same veign, one of which, Macbeth, | happen to really like. "So," you ask, "what are 
the last two tracks?" How about Mr. Big and Skid Row? Nuclear Blast went right to the top and 
got "18 and Life" and "To Be With You" just so their other bands can be heard. Pure genius 
Fans of those ‘80's gems will eat up this disc. It's especially well thought out when you 
consider that people who were 25-ish when those songs came out are 40-ish now, and 
probably know nothing of the underground. People will buy this just to get those couple of 
singles because their cassette singles are worn out. Who knows? Maybe they'll even sell a 
few new records from this. Meta! Dreams totally accomplishes what it set out to do, and is a 
fine Power Metal sampler to boot.(CD)-Myk 


V/A “Nativity In Black II: A Tribute To Black Sabbath" (Divine/Priority LLC. POB 2590. Los 
Angeles. CA 90078). Godsmack does "Sweet Leaf," Machine Head "Hole In The Sky," Static-X 
"Behind The Wall Of Sleep." Megadeth "Never Say Die," System Of A Down "Snowblind," 
Pantera "Electric Funeral," Primus With Ozzy "NIB," Slayer "Hand Of Doom," Soulfly "Under 
The Sun," Hed(pe) "Sabbra Cadabra," Monster Magnet "Into The Void," Busta Rhymes "Iron 
Man (This Means War)." Okay, so we really didn't need to give Ozzy and the boys any more 
money do we? | guess if you like any of these bands or Black Sabbath, you might want to pick 
this up. My favorite tracks were by Pantera, Slayer, and Busta. | would've rather heard a Guns 
N' Roses tribute. Word is not born.(CD)-Chris.Ccomm 


V/A "New Sounds New York: Volume 1" (www.newsoundsnewyork.com). Nine New York 
bands doing two songs each. Being from Long Island, New York, you might think | would've 
heard of more than one of these bands. You're wrong. | guess | don't get out much or 
something. None of these bands really stood out for me: they all had that kinda Lower East 
Side, dirty Rock n' Roll Punk thing going. You can probably catch these bands playing the 
Continental or CBGB's on any weekend. And now for the name-dropping part: The Kill Van 
Kull, Grid Committee, Ff, Ouijipig, Elvis 77, Chupa Cabra, Slim, GutterGirl, and Emok. I'm 
looking forward to Volume 2, where hopefully this label will expand its claim of New York to 
some of the deserving bands on Long Island that rock a lot better and 
harder. (CD)-Chris.Comm 


V/A “Never Mind The Sex Pistols Here's The Tribute” (Recess. POB 1112. Torrance, CA 
90505). This is what you'd think: 17 bands covering songs by the Sex Pistols, mostly sounding 
like 'em except for the vox. Go figure (CD)-Mr. Noiz 


V/A "Punk Goes Metal " (Fearless. 13772 Goldenwest St. #545. Westminster. CA 92683) 
Seventeen of your favorite Punk bands playng their favorite Metal songs. This is good and bad, 
so I'll just rant about the good interpretations. Jughead's Revenge does a straight up Punk 
Rock version of Poison's "Talk Dirty To Me:" AFI do a dirtier "My Michelle," by Guns N' Roses, 
and Big Wig tackles Slayer's "Wa Ensemble" with ease. This whole idea is cool, but | keep 
wondering how many kids are getting this for the bands on it rather than the covers... I'm 
sitting here reminiscing about the times I've seen the original bands play these songs live... 
A New Found Glory takes on Warrant's "Heaven," and another stand out that rocks is The 
Ataris rendition of Skid Rows "| Remember You." It made me smile to see Ten Foot Pole bust 
out my favorite Tesla song in “Love Song." All you kiddies should really go out and buy the 
Original recordings by these bands; I'm sure they can use the money to buy nice outfits to 
wear during their last 15 minutes of fame on Behind The Music.(CD)-Chris.Ccomm 


V/A “Redefine the Rockstar: Volume Three" (316. 119-33 6th Ave. #1. College Point, NY 
11356). Nineteen bands, many local, from all over the USA. No Redeeming Social Value do 
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an amazing cover of GG Allin's "Hard Candy Cock," whilke The Serial Poets are old men that 
should hagn it up. Garage Man's Conspiracy reminded me of Soundgarden, and Slouch did 
a bad impression of Nirvana on "Role Model." Other bands that appear are The Doomsday 
Machine, Cut.Love.Kill, Turnstyles, White Rabbit Cult, SAX9, Bombjack, Dead Emotion, Jerky 
Medicine, Shot Happy Life, Dissolution, Sed-Friek, Pimps, Gypsy river, and SOS. "Set It Free" 
by FOCUS is the best punk song here, so subsequentally the best track on 
this. (CD)-Chris.Comm : 


V/A "Straight Up Records Comp" (www.ypp.co.jp/ypweb/staft/voshi/index. html). This is an 
insane comp. It's all in Japanese, and features the ultimate in Grindcore, Hardcore, Emo, and 
any other Punk related genre being played in Japan today. This is really something else -- 
some of the standout bands (mind you, there is not one bad band on here, just a few that are 
the extreme best) are Gomnupers, Bolloks, Protect, and Dignity For All. It doesn't surprise me 
that American bands are no longer in the demand they cnce were, as these bands are at least 
as good -- if not better -- than anything we can release. It seems so new to them that there is 
still that honesty Americans lost long ago. Despite the language barrier, do yourself a favor 
and check this out. You won't regret it.(CD)-Myk 


V/A 48 In the Basement/The BackUp Plan "Hurry Up and Wait" (Coa/ Miner/ETR/Refried. 
POB 1624. Huntington Station, NY 11746). This co-release by three LI labels showcases two 
bands from the pop-but-abrasive side of the punk tracks. Some ripping Cali-style guitar and 
fast as fuck drumming are highlights 48 In the Basement's ritalin-friendly songs about girls, 
while The BackUp Plan is harsher, with vox that sound like the singer gargles with sand. 
S'awright.. (CD)-Rich 


V/A Subterfuge/Double Crossed (D/Y/Pride, 60 Fry Bivd. N. Patchogue, NY 11772). This 
tape has been out a while and |'m glad they sent this in to review. Subterfuge is one of the 
better Long Island Hardcore bands I've seen in awhile. Their live show is living proof of what 
Hardcore is all about. They play with Hardcore and Punk bands with no problem. Kids dance 
like crazy and mosh till the end of the set. Subterfuge brings out Hardcore the way the Gorilla 
Biscuits did, with a more throaty vocal approach and heavier breakdowns. These three songs 
are a tease. Where's the full-length boys? Double Crossed hail from Queens and you know 
what that means. They bring the tough guy riffs with fast-talkin' sing/speak style vocalization 
The recording is a little less produced than Subterfuge. | wasn't as into Double Crossed. It's 
hard to make out with the dude is singing about. Keep your eye out for Subterfuge to break 
out of Long Island's Hardcore scene and into yours. (Cassette)-Chris.Comm 


The Vandals "Looked What | Almost Stepped In..." (Nitro, 7071 Warner Ave., Suite F PMB 
736. Huntington Beach. CA 92647-5495...Insert your own witty remark how the old Vandals 
is better). Ya know, at first listen | didn't really like this album, but | must say that the more | 
listen to it, the more | like it. The songs are relatively short, poppier than the bagel of the same 
name, and fuck, the choruses are pretty catchy. My only problem is that it's a little too 
overproduced for my liking like the song "Jackass" which is just begging to be played on 
WBLI. The song "The New You" sounds exactly like the new All, vocals and everything, which 
| found odd (well, in a good way) to say the least. The song "I'm The Boss of Me" is far and 
away the best song on here, as it has a nice vocal change, from pop vocals all album to a 
scream. | like singers who scream. There are even a few guitar solos on here, which is nice 
to hear (okay, so | like Jimmy Page). Anyhow, if ya like the Vandals ya probably own this 
already, so decide for yourself. Otherwise, this a fairly enjoyable album for when you get out 
of the shower. (CD)-Corporate Whore 


The Weakerthans "Left and Leaving" (Sub-City/Hopeless. POB 7495, Van Nuys, CA 91409). 
This is the second full-length from this amazing band out of Canada, led by John K. Samson 
on guitar and lead vocals. John was the bassist, back-up and sometimes lead vocalist of 
Propagandhi. Be warned that The Weakerthans sound nothing like Propagandhi. Their 
sometimes soft and acoustic, while other songs display a more rockin’ feel, at times reminding 
me of Jawbreaker and Jets to Brazil. | fell in love with these guys when | saw them on the Take 
Action tour last summer, and have been constantly listening to their first CD, Fallow. The 
songs are sung so perfectly... You can understand every word, which is a plus in my book. 
The lyrical content is very poetic and visual. John paints a picture with every song. | can't wait 
to see these guys in a few weeks. Look for a live track from their first album on the newest 
Hopeless comp.(CD)-Chris.Ccomm 


Wolf (No Fashion. Box 2140, 103 14 Stockholm, Sweden). This is something unusual; Peter 
Tagtgren produced a Power Metal band. Hailing from the land of Sweden, Wolf is very similar 
to Paul D'ianno era Maiden musically but the vocalist is a little harder to pin down. He has a 
fairly wide range and surfs one end to the other; | guess if | had to pick one person, he sounds 
most like Rob Halford. Wolf has a great 1983 feel to it. Thoughts of Deep Purple and the latter 
day Hard Rock, pre-Metal bands come to mind while Niklas belts out his notes. This is a good 
solid debut record -- a little too much on the nostalgia side -- but not a bad first effort. (CD)-Myk 


The Workhorse Movement "Sons of the Pioneers" (Roadrunner, 902 Broadway, New York 
NY 10010). What do you get when you cross Black Sabbath, Red Hot Chili Peppers, Ted 
Nugent and Beastie Boys? Besides a multi-leveled paternity suit, you'd come up with the 
Detroit Rock City's very own Workhorse Movement, a Rap-riff Rock and Roll outfit with a 
smokin' 14 track debut. Take the intensity of Rage (‘‘Livin' Evil") with the good time feel of 
fellow Detroit man Kid Rock (''Traffic," "Beotch") and you get some hard hitting party anthems 
suitable for boulevard cruising or parking lot parties ("Cosmic Highway"). TWM's use of two 
lead singers works well in their mix of hard rocking guitars and super tight rhythms, giving the 
band the ability to not only sing with soul, but also rap with conviction ("Motown"). If you like 
the whole crossover Rap-Rock scene, then these guys are for you.(CD)-MikeSOS 


The World Is My Fuse Hard "Good Intentions” (Espo, POB 63. Allston, MA, 02134). Hard- 
edged alternative rock, which could probably break big if their songs were played on the radio. 
They kind of remind me of Collective Soul, but this is the lesser of two evils.(CD)-Mr. Noiz 
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PUNK VIDEOS! www.maxpages.com/punkvideo 
or write for HUGE list, free! Evan O’ Brien, 34B 
Colonial Dr., New Paltz, NY 12561. 


BLACK VELVET MAGAZINE: UK's glossiest 
independent quarterly music publication. Issue 24 
includes interviews with Bush, Lunachicks, Kittie, 
Rachel Stamp, plus some cool stuff on Cyclefly, 
Blink 182, Therapy?, Yo-Yo's, Slipknot, Bon Jovi, 
etc. $5 cash to: Black Velvet 24, 336 Birchfield 
Road, Webheath, Redditch, Worcs, B97 4NG 
England More info: 
http://www.blackvelvetmagazine.com 


OUT NOW ON RECEPTACLE RECORDS: Public 
Nuisance CD, Spider Cunts/Creeps split 7"s, Dregs 
s/t 7" and The Herd 7". $10 for CDs, $3.50 for 7"s 
M.O. to Michael Kennedy or cash. No checks. 
Receptacle, P.O. Box 20259, Tompkins Sq. 
Station, NYC, NY 10009. 


DID YOUR FAVORITE BAND SPLIT UP? Did you 
miss the great show? Go to Punkvideo! 
WWwW.magpages.com/punkvideo Hundredes_ of 
shows on video, reliable, honest, Or write for full list: 
Evan O’Brien, 34B Colonial Dr. New Paltz, NY 
12561 USA. 


VIDEOS! Agnostic Front, Madball, Neurosis, 
Helmet, Melvins, Slayer, S.O.I.A., Cows, Antiseen, 
Samhain, Alice Donut, 7 Seconds, Sepultura, Nick 
Cave, Laughing Hyenas, Napalm Death, Pain 
Teens, Skinny Puppy, Nausea, Killing Time, 
Unsane, Sheer Terror, Snapcase, Jesus Lizard, 
Underdog, C.0.C., Boss Hog, Biohazard, Bruisers, 
Foetus, Lunachicks, Machine Head, Zorn, Voivod, 
Cro-Mags, Didjits, Tar, mucho mas!!! Send either 
$1, trade list, or 3 stamps for list to: JAYBIRD, P.O. 
Box 417, Mt. Prospect, IL 60056. 


YOU'RE A FOOL If you don't write about this: $2 for 
Napalm Ape cassette sampler with: Dead End Kids, 
Nobody Cares, Rod, D.U.I., Aisle Nine, Drunk N’ 
Anger, etc, etc, that rawks with 10 Napalm Ape 
bands, or you can just send two stamps for a 
catalog and stickers. Either way, you can find out 
what we got.. Napalm Ape Records, POB 2510, 
Port Charlotte, FL 33949. 


SOMETHING IN THE WATER: THE SECRET 
HISTORY OF LONG ISLAND PUNK! New CD of 
rare and outta print tracks by Jimi LaLumia and The 
Psychotic Frogs, Nihilistics, Dead Virgins, Horror 
Planet, and Sea Monster! Ask for it in stores! 


EXCOMMUNICATION fanzine is now turning 
Geo-cities into a slum. On line issue has interviews 
with Two Man Advantage, The Loiterers, Contra and 
Alt Tc (from Greece). Hit our site at: 
Wwww.geocities.com/excommunication_punk. Write: 
Excommunication c/oGreg S., 2702 Sipp Ave, 
Medford, NY 11763-2041. For those of you off-line, 
print edition will be out shortly!!! 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY: Find out how you can 
start getting paid for giving technology advice in your 
community. Internet sales are exploding; from $35 
billion this year to $170 billion in 2003! 
Handtech.com gives you the tools you need to profit 
from this explosion. Join my team of Independent 
Consultants getting paid for doing what we love. 
Visit http:/www.handteam.com/petesplace 


VIDEOS FOR SALE OR TRADE! Alice Donut, 
Butthole Surfers, Cramps, Dks, DOA, Face To 
Face, Helmet, Green Day, Jawbreaker, L7, Misfits, 
Neurosis, NOFX, Op Iw, Rollins, 7 Seconds, Rollins 
Band, S. Weasel, Social D. & Youth Brigade, plus a 
hell of a lot lot more! Write to Mike Macdonald, 
P.O. 68, Bishop, CA 93515 or email 
videohound245@hotmail.confor a complete list. 


all the human ear can sense C hear... 


pi pacts 


The Massed Albert Sounds 


Beethoss wilto cleave: 


12 now tracke 


recorded in 


TRE WONDROUS WWORI-D OF 


dQ sterzourweity @>- 
featuring 


"Te Soine f'n Genius” 
“biz Phair? 
t Just Quit Rock and Roll” 


eogcoaogceneconeonecnecoeoenenpenanaenanen € 


the entire sound spectrum: In Stores September 19th 


wlio Flo! wan. mojorecartis.cam / waerwestan] Of com 


WWW.LINKINPARK.COM 





we can help 


-10,000 hulk CDs - $3,400 
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Mixed by: 

Bill Stevenson 
Stephen Egerton 
Jason Livermore 





